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1^ OD, fays the Apoftle to tttf 
^^ Hebrews, *wl>d at fundry times 
and in divers manners hath fpoken ifi 
iifHes pafi to the Fathers hy the Pfv- 
fhets^ hath in thefe Lafi Daysjpokett 
unto us by his Son* Hence have ariieii 
llrange arguments ; and the bold en- 
quiries of infidels, and the difficulties 

of Theologiils, have been multiplied. 
If the light of the Gofpel is believed 

io neceflary for the Salvation of 

Majokind, why did Chrifl appear in 

A3 fo 



vi PREFACE. 

B laiec a Fcrib^?^ Wfcy was tiof rtti"* 

gceai dQ^Eise^f Redemptips cjpeoly . 

prjomulged, and declared miracu- 

loufly, when its found might have 

gone out into all lands f Why were not 

the immediate defcendants of Adam 
inftrudled in it ? Why was it that 

Ghwft diid not wljen fin was- in^j|s 

infancy? And why did"^ he not fhew 

his triumph ov«r Death when 

that Penalty firft took place ? Or 

after the: WQi:ld had. been 'drowned 

and renewed, why did he not- cITnj* 

down to Babtl, "when men wwe/'CiU of 

ofH language and of pn^^ But 

to liHier fo many tribesiio many ge- 

^ nQ^atibns, to live and d^e in ignorance 
of a matter fb important ; to come* 
according to. the Apoftle, ;r«. if*6^ .L^^y^ 
Days^ what is to be twderiibod iof 
■this fullnefs -of time f • And'ivhat- '^ to 

■be' iir/der;ftood by . thefe queflaons 
but, that thou- 'waji . not ivitb .God 

".. ■/ -■'•■■■ '. - ^' when 
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ii^^m.^e. laid ,tb0 fovpdatipns .q/ the 

pfiinfed/eafont, ? ,. . , , . 

. .Stil] the eaq\iiry wJl| go on : l£ 

Gpd's. j,W)af k§ »?, ordered in number, 

arid, weight, aild .mcafure^ liow, camd 

thatj.varJety.Qf/ Religious arid tieli-* 

gious \ : Opiniotis into , the, . work! ; ? 

Some ef thef^ titere are tvhich ,arc 

fuppofqd to^be true, jand ;tQ have 

<;ome' from God 5 but why that di- 

verfity and multiplicity of reyelations F 

' Adam had a religion and . command 

in; Paradife ; he brake it : Somie re^ 

•newal of command he niight haveaf* 

tfrwajxls ; but. neither would this do 

: alfo j: his. children iinned, .and were 

drowned.. Noah and his ions h^d a 

new revelation : this fucceeded not 4 

..the Sons of NoaliT apof^fized at.Bi-- 

<;.ibj£5l. A-br^hiam .was, then, chofksi : 

. i3«ly bi§ Son Ifaac . was faithful,, j giiid 

V.OJaly.^^ Jacoib of. If§iac's Sd^as/ ,*,X;^ie 

A 4 poUerity 
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pQil^ty of- JiKJob rebelled in Eg^pt/ 
and werf chaiftized) and brought out 
of it| and were reformed andkqpt. 
within fome bdunds^ by th^reftrio 
tions' added to the Patriarchal Law at 
Sinai, fiut neither did this ^Atirely^ 
a^aii : ^ew revelations^ new PfOphe*^ 
cies were given, to fupply thedeficien-' 
cies of the foregoing ; andatkaibgth 
, Chriftianity appeared, the perfection 
of them all. Why did it not appear^ 
in the ftead of all ? ■.-■ ,' 

To thefe add the numeFOtts- Reli- 
gions fuppofed to be falfe : The 
Calve-worfhip in Egypt; the Idol- 
wwfliip of Syria, Greece, and Rome ;: 
the Fire-worfhip of the Chaldees; the 
Dodlrines of Demons, fpr/ead 
fo univerfally ; the Magic arts of 
Tao-tzee in China 3, the , Tra?ifmir' 
gration , and Immortality of Fpe $ 
the. . Alcoran ■ of; Mahomet, .5 t tlwi 
Infallibility and idolatries of^RoppW);' 
. " "^ Whence 
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Wha^ all^ Aitf divdrfity ? Arid vT^yj 
if.G6d js-triib, and feStli it in %?^ hH^ 

amOfti^ 'Marifekiav ' ' batti- Ms ''^M^ht 

ffedtte fe - late -aiid- fbf p^ngl/ ?' ' Wfij 

M^e I^?k)raftce ■ arid the profodhdifft 

Stf^tl^iibri beeri^o riniv^alV Afid 

<jfi '^vl&t^ to Sbcieef j '■ \^ak honotii' 

t<j"i*fiU</ha*^e'l3eettth6!fe^fecon<fdvabl'e' 

(\^m^h-(it 'Monies; ■ Laftiis, ; ^xk^ 

ftoiift'^■Mbriks, Mtifllilineii, aiid Jefuid, 

which like locufts hav^ oV^fpread 

the^mtioas ; ^raVftging tKfe property, 

i»$^iding tiic frefedoirii arid debafirig' 

the reafori of Mankirid ? 

.. ''Bold Mqueftibris thefe I but-eHfily 

ailfwferedl L6bk throdgh the linl- 

v'^Sfeji/and fee the regularity of the 

wbrks of'Gdd. Behold the inex- 

tinfaiffiable light df His ' Sun j cori^ 

tefiipiat^' the furprifirig .'hatniony dF 

his' Pkrielts'-, 'It^^ thfe^fe^fdns '4f.tlie 
e^ftfef -Sl^ % Wt^KJn ; let V^ett' 
5i'ai!.r// tibn 
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didi fe>PF ? And ; c^n ' w^i . if w^ 4>* 

of ^?ir , ^lindneis and their iriipietics; 

tbaw'fthpif ^^^ 6>ul corriiptioife inrtd 
thmr Forefathers ^poftaey ? ■ • ! .» / • ; * ' 
. Xhje mode, of blue. Rdi^ibttihdth 
beeA) ^iijewhat changed ..fince tie 
Cont,^g of Chrift. And cfeuld fi;<haljj^ 
|J,©1 i fi^herWife, ■ aa !\^hat. now^- is 
pajfe^j . before was future ; . aiid : the 
looking forwards 'to and fdrfejhe<ii>in^ 
of ev<ent$ to ct^^ij^, : Would' and did he- 
ceffarily require a different e^preflibn 
^PHiv. the . domnmAattok o^^e^nts 
fulfilled f- In Other 'i:efpe<a^/:j\dief8 
IfeaUjjt^ find t2iat?great di5»erfit)i^ be-i 
tw^^n ithe prefeht and . thtt'mi]K5ien(i 
religiott'which the ■Cr€at<if app6iilte^ 
amondV/m^h after ^he^F^l-?; ' ' ^''•^^■ 
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ahdii^peufiititflffis .^'In. ffdffe' • R^l 

we wafte our , time in enquiries into 

tnem. Error appears m „many;.)dilH 

ad-i ferent 
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trai^ellprs" have' *< fometirnes^ ta'kdti 
IfrBKfferent" rites "•foi- oppofite''f6fts; 
" Every College • of Priefts in an-! 
jf^'tifent Greece and Rome had its 
^ partieuia]f ceremonies' j antl' every 
*A,G6d: his pechriiar facrifices. Her- 
ff ciiks was not wor/hipped after the 
f^ iadiic qiann^r as Apollo, nor 'JunO 
f* like Venus. And yet all thefe 
"fotms of worfliip belonged to tK<*' 
ff iamc Religion*** '. . .; 

p.j.Modfern fuperftitions have a greit^ 
femenefs, and alfo a ilrong analogy 
^0 tibc- old : and all Superftition 
has. taiQ lanalo^ ;to Truth; for *wha;t 
is it i but theperver£on of Truth ? 
^nd examine how w^ will, we^muft- 
feejti in truereligion for the Origin 
of ,tii.ofet difgraceful notioiw . whioih- 

• "i'T^ortaii^s mat. txza&t by Smoii; *&?. V4' 
^i:Cafi;.'^jd. ■ ■ -■■■''iy ' "'-^ .tn'MJ 

3nv;*>i the 



^eHeathens> Mahometans, .^tuiRcih 
jcnaaifis, have enlert^ned. The me- 
temprychofis is a very ancient tenet ; 
an abfurd mixture of the opinio^ of 
the Soul's immortality, and- of the 
DofSirine of a Redeemer who was to 
take iipon him our Flefh*. The 

• > 

♦ *' One circumftance which fiiould claim your 
*^ particular attention is, that almoft all thctb 
** People have imbibed an opinion that their 
♦• Gods have made frequent vifits to the World; 
•* Vjftnou aiTumed nine different (bapes in the 
*♦ Peninfula of the .Ganges. Sammonbcodom, 
*' the God of the Siamefe, f)ut-on man's form five 
hundred and fifty times. This notion Is' com- 
mon to .thefe people with the ancient Egyp- 
tians, Greeks, and Romans. This ridiculous, 



♦* inconfiderate, univerfal error proceeds, however, 
♦^ from a rational fentiment, which is at the 'bc^t-^ 
^ torn of all hearts. We are naturally .confcious 
** of our dependance upon a Supreme Being : and 
** errbr-mhigling itfelf with truth has made fh© 
•* GGist Lo be -c^nddered all ever th^ Vorld 4s 
^* Lords, who-fometimes came <k)wn to vifit *and 
^ reform their dominions j religion has beeh in 
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'Samonocodbm of Siam, the Lama 
of ' Tlabct, the Foe of India, and 
otihers thfe like, are only exaggera- 
tibns of ancienter follies, which were 
pcrverfions of earlier truths. It is 
one and the fame error which hath 
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many nations like aftrology. Both the one and 
the other were prior to Hiftory, and both of 
them have been equally a mixure of truth and 
impofture/* Volt. Hift% Vol. IV. Cap. cxiu 
p. 1 76. tranflated by Smoll. 

This fprightly Writer might have found that 
the origin c£ this biconjideratej ridieulousy and unL 
vcrfal err^ir was a troth of a. much more particun 
lar nature, and which bears a greater analogy to 
it than to the fentiment he has propofed. The 
Gods might be fuppofed to come down to vilk 
and refown pie^. without talking «pon thcwi our 
Fleih V for that circqmHanqe was in no cafe a ne- 
ceflary adjunft to their cxcrcife of Providence 
and Dominion. The Incarnation of the- Gods 
bad a p^gliar reference* We caAopt but 
H^qkop \V^ltair,e, a believer ^ who thinks Aftrology 
as well as . Religion to have a mixture of truth 
in it. ' •• . , . ; ' 

over- 
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^wcrfpifeaa Jipiifi,^ China- India,-^-^ 
Lcfler Peninifula, and ''farCary. 'Aiul 

'cxcepting^ that -Variety whith fal>le 
"will €ver jgive to the fame* ptinGipicfs 
m different cliihat'e's arid a^es,' '^ therte 
tu^" fufficient traces of -kihd*ed *^Tffii 
fimilitude between the falfe tenets of 

~. them ail. And as" to Demon-wbr- 
flilp, from.' whence aid it arifei but 
•from -the fame jprineiples perverted' f 

-And wherein is the ftriking difference 
ijetween deified Heroes arid' M6r 
dern carioriized- Saints ? What then 
is this 'diverfity of falfe B^eJigibri aiid 
blind , Superitition, mprg than c^n 
fairly be accounted for from the 
covetoufnefs, the vanity, thfe ambi- 
tion,-. the luft of Man^kind. ; ^o, that 
ined(^t inextinguifliable ciirioffty 

/which led Men 'to enquirie fkrther 
than God revealed ? And what corif 
cluuoqi can be drawn, but that wifcn 

inan 
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•man iad i^en ^eateti vpri^ht^ bt 
fotmd (Oft many inventions f 

Who, faid Ifaiih, hath believed 
wr report ? . And . did he {peak this, 
complaining ? Was he not rather ex- 
prefling his indignation and afto- 
niihmcnt at the folly of his Coun- 
tipjipli, ^t, their blindnefs to their 
, own. wellfare ? What and If Chrlf- 
'.tjanity: is. become foolimnefe in the 
eye.?. of our Njtodern witlings, will 
th^ ftrpng Rock, of truth be fhaken ? 
-Are its fiverlafting foundations over- 
thrown ? The things we Ipeak of 
are too. mighty, and too certain, . to 
.be ftay^d by jthe feeble endeavours 
.of the Sqprner., 

Such hath been the goodnefs of 

w ,Gpd>, tbat he hath even condefcended 
^..^fk.mtyeat men to believe and pbey 
._,]?ju?i,...j.,And iuch hath be^n the fplly 

r. i?f.v%^» '^^^^ i%7 1 ?iaye" fometimes 
,t,i|Wagined they did God Honour ; 

a " they 
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(th^ bave been ib injudicious as td 
:think there was foiiie merit, in fub- 
^mitting to be faved. Bi«: if men 
jwill .not fee their own happinefs, 
iwhofe lofs is it ? What is it to God, 
if there is not one believer, iii the 

World ? nay^, if the whole univerfe 
. rifes in rebellion againft him ? What 

can men do with their pretended 

reafonings againft Omnifcience, with 
; their might againft Orrinipotenc'e, 

with their Credit againft him, 
Iwho ca^ render their krio^idedge 

foolifh ? And what can thy. righte- 
, oufiiefs profit hinv ? True I But men 
- may deceive us, and impofe,, under 
; the facred chara<Sler of Preaqhers of 

jRLighteoufnefs, fa<9:s which afe not 
-trqe, ^^nd fuch as. we ought not to 
. believe. Examine them, and com- 

f 

. .p3$e.> .fee what is. the amount, of the 
^evidence ; obferye how fa<3;# and 

; reafops; correjfpond with e?:perienqe ; 
' ' com- 
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GompJird what you are tbld with 

what jnou feel j and if then f^U 

'Cannot believe the Gofpel, even fit 

t down and lament your forlorn and 

X defolafc condition. If the facred 

-<;aufe of truth depended upon a ge- 

-neral verdiA ; if the Salvation of the 

'wiiolc might be fruftrated by the 

dbftinacy of a few ; if the juftice, or 

. goodncfs, or honour of God might 

be thereby impfcached ; one fingle 

voice againft Religion would be of 

-unfpeafcable importance : it would 

then behove an unbeliever to look 

i Tound^ him, as in other cafes, for his 

^ price ; to <iamour, and argue, and ri- 

^ dicule, and caft about the bra:nd of 

."•infidelity, in order to irihance it ; and 

oit would equally behove the fober 

-^rt of the world to buy out his Op- 

-^iltion, and puzzlie his acutehcfs 

■'■"with' i. bribe. But the matter \i hot 

t fo' V ''tTiQieaufe thbtr appeareft^gaifift, 

a 2 is 
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is riot the caiife of God, but thine ' 
cyvri. He needeth not thy aid nor 
thy counsels, neither ftandtth he in - 
awe of thy words. If therefore thou ■ 
fliouldeft prevail to overturn Religion 
in the hearts of the men of this ge- 
neration ; if that bright radiance of 
trvith which at prefent adorns this 
Cpuntry, in punilhment for thine and 
thy Brethren's impiety and parricide, 
is withdrawn from it ; do not triumph 
in. thy fuccefs, nor think thou halt 
done the work of a Patriot by bringing 
down upon it an Egyptian Darknefii 
Do not triumph, that thou haft madi 
the Vale of Life a Vale of Melan- 
choly with the cloud by whifh 
th6i4 trieft to obfcure its extremity ; 

■ '-^ "inkind wili;thaiik 

r their paflage' biit 
"double fofrpW, bfr 
tainty which Hi(i{i 
■e is ' in "'evtry thing 
viH urge, perhaps, 
that 
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tl^^f{f^^ is, ever. du$ to a majority 
of-,vpigf|. „.A ^jc(i;it^ always car- 
r^f j^ in. any matter of Vote j ajid 
fgggt l;l^, a I Majority of unbiaffed 
"^^^^^ve njoftly curled the point 
in jfiatj^pf Sj ^ " ■ ■ ^ Few men at- 
tempt. fji^ icli.autlioHty ; 
aiid, leajjt (j iends of Truth 
igfliattejfs i; it being fo 
evident, t^at Cienius ajid ^ Jnteeriiy 

%e been, chiefly employed in favour 
^ theijij. that. if we were to reft 
the, ^%>k,\ Cauje ff. Chfiftiktoity 

"F-'i'ffilm^^^^ft.'^'i"" refpeS'al- 

bje .|iiTO9s, it yould ftand unnibved 
agj^Qll all ,the attempts of 'Pnde,' 
WJ^jjSophii^rjr, Envjr,"'ancl Vice.. ' jf 
a man rehifes the ligTit of the Gofpel, 
jijp.(!5Uinot^be'cbncer|i;ed for the Got 

,iqj;Hi3q p«;u ft-^ (,oY 
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ddtH her impci^dt Optics, only ^&e> 
fHfink back and bury himfelf when 
light approachcth. But the intolera- 
ble nature of the Sun Beams to the- 
Mole, and of Revelation to an Uit-* 
believer, will never prove that there is 
no Sun, nor no Truth, Whether 
men have a right to rejcd: any offers 
of Covenant, which the Sovereign 
of the univerfe may make them, h 
an enquiry of importance, in which 
the believer and the infidel ate equally 
concerned. Th^t fome are fond of 
an unbounded licence of foHowing 
their corrupt inclinations, k evident 
both from the * Ifraeljtes formerly j 
who after the Covenants in Egypt,' 
at Marah, at Horeb, Kadefli Baiiiea, 
and with Jofhua in Shiloh, were 
follicitous to be as the Heathen i to 
ierV9 wood and ilone ; and ff om 'the 
pretencd of many of * the prefent ge^ 

iiiti^ton "th ' ^SxLix of no^ Religioii 

,^iioijn-.v ^ . . . but 
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hgat the Religion .of nature.. . j^u^, 
while. li^)erty of judgment is the right 
of ipan} it fhould be confidered, as 
not extending beyond that limit of 
obedience which we owe to God as 
Qur Supreme, and our fupreme Di- 
re<9:or and Governor : neither can. 
it extend to give us an exemption 
&om following the dictates of our 
reafon, and from being diredted by 
thofe rules of Morality upon which 
the interefts of fociety, and the true, 
happinef» of each, sls an individual,^ 
do and muft depend. Why men have 
ever rejecfed any propofals of a Di-^ 
vine Revelation, may with the ut-; 
moil candor be made appear, fronx. 
their love of darknefs for the iake 

- • ' - • . • . . • ' 

of evil. The purity, and not the 
want of evidence of fuch propolals 
have , ever been the caufe : and the 
Jfraelites arc faid .jn Scripture to have 
g9»cj,,a..;wh9ring s^^, their ^9waiu^ 
jij J a 4 ventions, 



- - 



VHbr P R l!^ F- A C- ^ 

^t&xtsaoa, becau& their apo&oy^ like 
^die infidelity: of Modems, iif9s<McBf 
ncMiang to their lore of lewdacfs ^ the 
•ritcsof Baal Peor, and other matter^ 
which the corruption of their wills 
made them purfue and embrace-j; 
whilfl: the fame corruption perverted 
their judgment. 

That God hath vouchiafed many 

Covenants to Man, with privil^es 

and Sanations peculiar toeach^ is What 

the following work is denned to 

evince. That by nature we ailebcxn 

only Under th^ ' covenant o£ .ftdiure, 

will be granted by all. Xhafi 4jod, 

as Sovereign Legiiktor, had and hath 

ever a right to offer other tcnbs arid 

pFopofc Other San6)ions, udder other 

c< covenants, cannot be difptited. Whe- 

-therheicvcr did,- isa queAic^ of HajGt 

-fohibh antientrecbrd jnul^ defc^rtniae. 

-^diw4wtheritfiRpf!Pfipg God h^thicc- 

a'Sl'nK who 
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^Hq' Q«ni come tD:4lt knowlsdfftisi 
fuch ofibrs h&:e£ V tight . tti Jr^ciSb 
^iem, is a matter "which the^.'Ace 
4cft t6 determine, each man /for 
himfelf ; only let every one chcofe 
with cdntion, without bias toaay 
foul inclination, or blameable jpfide 
of heart, or fottifli indolence ; becaiife 
the niatter is his omi peculiar con- 
cernment. It lieth indeed between 
•God and himfelf ; but if he errs, the 
' confequence lighteth fingly upon his 
i^wnhead. 

The defign of the prefent work 
M to'fliew, that there hath always 
ibeen a perfeA uniformity in all the 
^'Sie7eMons God hath made of Ima- 
' felf to Mankind ; diat all the expe^- 
-^ions c^ Man are founded upon^the 
J'Gbvfehffints^ which God hath Vofudh- 
^iii(«d him ; that ithe ieeming tBiiisr- 
&y ki the difp^a^pbns, an^iiipQ^- 

♦^^' •' arifcn 



znihti? horn, mm alone dlAurl^iig^: 
that order, and con^tmding that kax-i 
fiiony) which is every where elfe ob-j 
ftrvablein the woxks of God. 
■ l£ what is here ofiercd is foAinded 
Upon truthy. it wilt certainly outliye 
all trifling cavils and criticifms ; ifnot 
true, it will finic with the common mafs 
ef imaginary hypothcfes. The Au- 
thor will in either cafe have to urge 
in his behalf, that he does not oiFer 
it as an hafly compofition, or a mat-* 
ter of mere Syftem ; but that, how- 
ever incorred:, it is the refult of njany 
years coniideration, as perfe<9: as the 
interruption of ill health and his abi- 
lities would allow it to be : That he 
hath propofed the advancement of the 
honour of God, and the light of reli- 
•gious truth, as his ultimate defire : 
That he hath had no bias, as far as 
■he under jftands his own heart,, to -any 
thing but truth itfelf j the evidence 

of 
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of which lie hath endeavoured withcc 
fincere defire to follow. Let it eu^ 
dure, or let it perifli by thejudg-« 
ment of him who feeth in feereti 
If God approves it, the opinion of 
good men will not be wanting. 
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vP* X3?> I. 28, forjai, read Jfa'V " " ^ ' ^ 
p. 146, 1. 4, dele that. 
p. 148, L zo, dde a. 
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K^ nlfh us With an idea ojf tlM na^ 
, X^ XXAt of covetiknte'iA ^enerafi '^6 
. "^^narate tof pa«iwiter ccVeniaiSK wiJl 
beft appear from what we learn of AiiN 
/i;vo?^WftofJf' ahd expen'feflce,'ifi(!thcrff^ 
a^l6 cbhfequences we may d<^iuee frtitftbcfm 
CavtDaitt U a rda^re tcfiur We undec^asci 
bv k an agreement bctiNen Jtvto^ i»r iM»ro 
parfeeS). ior^me! recipr^al jid^tiuns^ 
propofed endi^ 

To ttamkie any covenant with regularity 
and preciiion, H is neteflary to confider it 
with jeipedt to its matter and Its form^ 

B Tbe 



VJ« 



$ DISCOURSE L 

Hie advantages offered by one party covci- 
ifantingT Winig ilit c(»iditioii&iteqiiired.by tht 
athe];^-4s;e etlted the feryns and eaftditimm, of a 

* '. -• 

\ T^f pscrtifs thus tectptoeatHj ^Mgipgyigi 

having always the power and ibmedoies the 
inclination to break through the ftipulated 
terms; that their engagement may be fecure, 
aftd coAtrnted a|;finil ihe iofluence of ^o^f 
tation to injuftice, there is ufually annexed 
fomething compulfory, which ihall add fear to 
^nforc0,th^ <^DKgatiQn. 'And this-is ceflfcd the 
fanSiion of a covenant ; which, together with 
tht^ferms, and conditions^ cooAitute ^ fmUi^ 
of it* • V - • ' . "• 

, /Ihsi,tn£m€r\Q\ Jtipulatii?^ theijb rectproiful 
f$n4itions', ciihcx limply by ineje promife.Noa 
Q^^haQ^, ^apd : acceptance on the othpr; ^^ 
more foj^idlly^ by certain prefcrib^id ; cere- 
iponie^ji^ together with 'the /o^^;^ or pedge 
• ■»■»• ^ •» •• _ 

^* The W6rdP7vpr";wlfnd 6z«yivVrt ^re^d>nv«rttUe' ifl fheir 
iseaiii0g>7VcqTidii|g 99 they are predicaie4 tif ope -or the? other 
?arty:xovenautJii\gf^/A feadal Lord offers the Tenrnt oi^irt 
'jofland^ anaproteStion In that tenurti upoa i\i6 Conditions ot /uit 
and fervict from the valFal. The vafTal o^rs Te^ms'bt' fii\ 
4fr/yfr^'tift^pci):Uie conditions ofiemfiy ^^ fty^t ^ pc^^'^ion 
hi- tkaS 'tepur/i.^ "Xk^h what are cho ^jrms pT^^ofcdb^ fnt 
furfy^ ar«. i)i^ Condithm required by tnc ^/^^rj.aod'lb recll 
procally. , - ' " . *^ * ' f ! . . ».' '^ 

t . ' required 
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f^rliom it ii ewra&d, m feaft; an atb&ocfr^of.der 
0erit) bttiipoqtheiomrrxdf.God. 

With reQ)aSk to God^.dbe conditioniQf fiMt 
fs^vbl<^p% inferior and at^e&s tbercfof^t^ 
0»pulat]on0 of t}|e tovenaats mmft. cotj^e frpoj 
}ikD. It ii|ira|ser tke& to. diftiogniih botw^ft 
what lie ^^Xy and whatlK^/li^4^fii;;i : cbo.lv# 
cmke 1^ terms, the other ^,4(H94itii>m 9i ^ 
pweiant, SttkSdy fpcafcing, by the WQfd.4?(;h 
ymantisunderftood the. ^a^ of itn agffi>f 
neat: bik ia the Acred wcitioga it i$ pQt liUH 
vrually piatpfignify4^/Mrr/x feparM«lyj^ J^Mi^ 
times tbe /^r|9^j^ fomedouss jdie comUiicnfi wA 
(Dtics or twipe Uie Ai^ otfdfJ^e. |t is fiinliff 
pblbrvabler that.tbe fiune.cQveiiaiitijS^^lieaaf 
ii the. ippvepapt of one Party^ jbdosKNitines i^.tb^t 
ptfaitri J^Miigfa e(|)i3i;4|y beksi^^ bind^ 

fkoio, htt uofiiNo 9n4^VQly i ufxixaatkig^^^ 

■whh'incpj it wlQ ^obvious to remark a fbr- 

P 3 ther 
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ttier dlftindtiorf, vs'hich St: Paul has pbmted out 
to us, between a coven2int of worh and a cove^ 
^iizni of grace.' ' ^ ^ . :• i j: - 

As the fof/?f of covenantins: cannot make the 
(difference, we muft look for it m tlie htathr^ 
'namely, *in xht terms, and conMttom, and'^^- 
nalties. Of a covenant of works, the apoftlc 
8bferves, ^ he that doth them'' (the works 
prefcribed) ^^Jfjall live in them* T Biit on the 
contrary^ in cafe of negleft or tranfgrciTion of 
the faw, " Curfecl is 'Be that continueth not hi 
*^ ail the things qf this law to do them^y Wb 
fiiive the fame fahftion in 'other' words : " The 
'*^ foul that'jinneth, itjhall die j that foul Jhdll be. 
« cut of"." Tlie fanaioft of the' Adamic 
covenant, ^* Jn the day ^ihat thou edtejl thereof 
'* thoU Jhaltfurely die ^, ", was the fame j from 
which, and from examining particular cbve- 
niantsi k will appear that a covenant of- works 
tecjufrcth perfeft obedience tb its laws, an ^exaft 
performance of all its conditions; 'and that how-' 
ever ' advantageous its7^r/^i may be, yet- upon 
ac&Otiht oFtfic ^eaknfefs and fallibility of fWiite 
Being^', it is of very precarious tinwe, aS it 
implies a continual' danger of the forfeiture of 

t jftll'tv; yig. 5; 'E^. ar^i^r I3i z%^* ^ *f .Gal.:, iit. -ip, ; 

«.Gi5n. xyii. 14. Exod.;xx:yy 14. I^.^yiv. 20j, 21, fee.. 
• ufn. 11. 17. *■ ' 
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5t, «itbcr ia ^ wbdt. or in part.. Tbc pror, 
HMJfe of it hpr^fint^ that is, in ftrid fenfe, /m- 
poral bkffingi during good hehaviour \ ^\be that* 
V Mb.thwjhall Hfoe in tbem:'! the threatening 
is. irredeemable forfeiture upon tran^reflion ; 
''K^beJo3dtl^tfmmth,itJha]ldie'^r_ 

Upon the whplc>. the terras ^iz covenant of 
works ar^ Always liable (o ht^ forfeited .^eidiei; 
ia.tbc wfeole or in part; IW'henforfeUed inpart/ 
they wf? fcldom. necoyerable in their ftfU .^Xr 
' tent iagiain : and there ar.e certain kinds or de*^ 
grm of tranfgreffion, whiph forfeit^ then> abr 
iblutely beyond all limits pf recovery pr re- 
demption, fet forth ifi that covenant. There 
were ipdeed ^xne ppmifes of blefilngs'to his 
People from God, which the Sacred Writers 
h^ve called C.Qvenants i which promires were 

givep ji¥i r^omp^eijpe of faithful and approved 

* 

f When the Lawyer afked our Lord the qu6fii6ii> •' fJ^ifai 

he JhoM'do to mberit tttmdhfi P\ oar Lord ifl itti]C4. iijfced 

|l him, •* What isivritfen in the lana ? ho<iv readeft thou /'"^ And 

he repeating fiom Mofes, •• Thou /halt lo^je tie Lord thy Cod 

^mjithf*^ &c. oor Lord repliird, referring him to* the frfme att- 

thority^ LeT. x^iii. $. ** This. ^ and ih^uJhdlt'Jivi^txhuthj* 

JutjmatiQg^ . t)iat the ^r9«r;j$^J^f cbe laiv* of -Mofes was of /r<« 

Jent temporal fecuriiy {which anfwcrs to \\% Jan3ion^ '* the 

foul that Jinnelh, it Jhall die '^')\ and thaE therefore he Hiufl not 

i^tk icif eternal life as the reward of hit works : fiXfrC^e If^ 

.havitg t^tP^^ftd no (9ch;th^'fBg,^e.mij^ depend^ t^fu^ angler 

covenant to eflablUh a cltum^ which hif merit* could by no 

means e<niiile him to. . n > 

*. • B 4 conduft. 



tbe tmdhfpns, if w^ ma^v^ ^|l|)tato, upo^ 
vAkh thcgr wcnp giitcii, l^mg ^oof^^^p^^^ 
^yfiUed^ But 4ltk)' ibey wbt^ MqMflUal mti 

tbqr wececpncUtiamd withfdpc^foJtdi^W^ 
and fdrtvate applipfliboB. jpor)ii»-f{^^ Oa4 
fi!W Abrdittfif il^e pocliiieof li^ i^od f^^Ca^ 
siaan for his poftedQr to ialiiuifc : bul ontniflttJ^ 
genen^pn of i^ Pf^^ty pcri^had in 4^. Y^-: 
^jriie^and dki not inliprU the^kl.; afid ^naojt 
aftef wardij^ who ihould We entered i^, weri^ 
pattered amoogd the heathen s ^^ffr^k^Wf^ 

It i$ a matter then of ioftportance to uitdtr^ 
ftaad the natnre of thecxxvenant^ wearenit)den 
and the condkions ttpcA wbkh wc itfe.eatitl«i 
iQjutrticplar fitvotirs fro>tn Gp4 i whctlM^f ^^ 
feriSlWflsg bi« 1*W. tha<s.bB any mejiis ^f j«.. 
8Ui»ii|g.,4i)i Ueffiojs 5^ have ttehl.JTofc 

i|!l^.d^ arp ^ x»xa^ssi^ «k his |«raifc4^;^l 
wl«?k.|j<W.fe«^^^. Tiracity, begoj;^ Oft 

ffei J«,»^ni»g •^. §n%r ». the ,d^^l^Jitog^ 



^ llom. is, 6. 




toied, si« u new 9RP ^ ^for %is ^meraUy femo^ 
Irivit aiinied inits Urm mi^^xmiitim^w^ 
fnrf ttoe«ra|. :ih v^ll be ^^jAcknrtbtttt^^ 
|o 4iiqp8<5-<)a)]f itMp i«ici]|y iipoft tti^di llui 

jpehd \ or ibcbxif wiU twifcftni^ to ^P% tiff 
"fnSknof tt4 goodnefs of PspfvidraQipr- :: ^^^ r 

That affedion of the mind wKch #e^^ 
fmtritwiy inducing repentamty in the cofiAaont 
^Mcrtour^ of ISe between maji and t^r\\ \i 
^ten effcftual to ^e prddndngof/ftf-ife^VAftl 
Is, to tbs avcftmg of the penalties due to of? 
feintees; and ibmetimes, even to j^^ jfer- 
givertJ^j to the reinffittmg theol^ikll^lif ^ 
adrantag^$ whldk hk oSehees had^finfttiidfli I# 
IS l^d^ftina fee}mg fiom the appi^hist^^ifli 
whkK arH% ifi the mmd of <he conilS^^^ 
of eviI1)ehavioiir ; becaiife tirh^e iSier^ilf fMSi 
fear^ there 1$ often no fodi ctmtrititm^ and ^* 
teiltftuM^s there is inie ^repentMcfep jdmed wid^ 
hMlMe acfenov^Icdgiemeht ^ the equity ^n4 
jliftkebf-fevot irmmicrj^ Notif ifr:8j«kelj^ 
fhat Gdd'fmplante^ afivAbn of qont^Hioh 
ih ihte; ' fcu 1, ^tdb appeal tb 1>e a '^Sttufaf 
Mfitotiii and gave it Wt^a^^ indoence i^St Mith 



a . over 
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over the paffion of refentmeot in the minds of 
peribns offended, to point out, thdt:it<was avails 
able ±o obtain fnom hinpi&lf alio pardon and 
fojrgivei^s m prticular offences. Tfae.lois jof 
a' good is undoubtedly a penalty at all times,' 
but the jnfli<Stion of a pofitive eviLis^a greater* 
Repentance may often avert this Igft ; Imt th^ 
lofs of the former may be irrecoverable by it ; 
in mofl caips perhaps it is, ,but probably not it) 

?il, . . : • 

. From the nature of man, and the nature oC 
f rue contrition and the effedts of it, and frcm 
the goodnefs of God, we may fairly infer, that 
repentance m^ find a place in every covenant 
he hath made with ^s. Put thcrp is alio in every 
fuch covenant a 4egree or lin)it, biey^nd which 
it has no efficacy : ibr as there ^^afefof^e.fins/' 
we may believe, *' nai unto deatb^^ fuch as will 
^ot forfeit the whole of the^covefiaiit ; ib;in 
levery covenant there is jalfo " ^ ^ which is 
" unto deaths and it is in^ vaifi to ptayjor it ^ T 
What thatfii^ is in eaqh particular covenant i$ 
jiot always knowp perhaps j for the Ijiio wiedge 
^f the greateft fin might have as bad an^ffefft 
upon moral conibd: as the full .aryfw^r to tM( 
abiui»i qnquiry, ^* Which is the gKe^tefi (pf^^ 

^ I John V. 16,17, * . » -. "^ 



DISCOURSE L n 

fnandmifim f" The fin againft the Hply Choft \ 
in the ch'riftian covenant is faid never to b^ 
£)rgiven : in all other caf(^ of that covenant wt 
believe that it is the degree^ the continmnci 
ifiy and not the kind of fin, which makes thf 
oflferapqr unpardonable. . .• 

f Matt. yxii. 36. 
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DISCOURSE IT. 



Of tie Cmxnatit of Nature. 

SAINT Paul makes 9 diftuflkm between 
\hcfi^ covenant and thsfifondcoyen^Lnt. 
^ot as the giving of the layrjToraMoantSinac 
preceded the preaching of the GoIJieT, vthi^ 
{SiftlnfUoq was fottietitWes nece^iry to his itr 
rument. Divines in ^Ss£ manner faavt (fidSn- 
guilhcd the eavenant lii Eden bjr^cttg if the 
j" ' " ' iogreat*eonfcqT4enceVIapT' 

r either : for a covemiht may 
not hccaule c^ iisl pHtttitjrrn 
I others, but upon ainnntrdf 
one in parfctdar. I'ftall' 
life of Sl Paul's, ot Armbf^ 
i bettveeii the dbvetiaat^ 
vowUafed to ri*iiiy"fe" 

»f the Jewk 
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HihCr codfider thou irith inference te their 
tflimU tai cooffitutiDnal diSicrencu, and cii> 
titlQthem acct^cdingly i at the fame time foK 
lowiiig the ocdcr of time in the exatranation 1 
>m about to make of them, nriib a little tnti- 
cipat^ as per^icuity and the fttb|e£k will ad- 
iniiof.' Tbe covenant tbnefoct Khicii doibea 
itH to be cwideiedt ia vhal I difiii^niib by 
Ab Mae <£ Ctvaimt c/ ffi^Kr'i ■ -■ 

From his Creation^ or» as we ^leak in bom- 
OROnphralc, \iylnrtkot inbmtau9tm^n-%a^ 
veiled in certain, athtiitfaga which inay,>t)b 
callodmiMrWiand.ne tobtdiftingpilhedfroai 
At frivikga he became entitled n by the 
Goyen^t^.whieh were made. with him a^eriti 
aadnu|! tbens&rc be cwfidered at Ixlangine 
to his mimvl, as ibofe other t» his tidaftti 
aajition.^ ^ " " *■ 

(IB order taxoAias-ntie-tl jxm 
dje it^xritttTKe belonging Co it with 
C3Ca£tn^f^we muft compare thein y 
^Jihe other aoimals tspon £arth. For 
flatteri;^ we may thinli of man's ni 
ocigp. bccavie &Jd is ,faid to lave formed 
" bimafia;, bispvm Jafp, fii IDjmJrejuM 
" mlthim tht breath of life," yet Us nabirif 
pmenftihi cannot bMdransed vayhigb/ if 
we rtiiiifcinhdtdiat.iae'ffie'teftof 'Ihii^Cltsi 



tttfcs, he^was J^t^ed (>ufbf the '** ^itji "^W6» 
*^''^Mfidi'^ atid thatj- te> keepWht iti rtihd-of 
this Origin, and'«i^%nlf)tit!£^kiTftV-th«lie kd* 
h naturd View, fer *¥ea(otfaWdS€a»fcc# JipJWeJi 
' h^fidii ^ i^tuprttog'to ft ag^Wi helvis named 
afiei'^hetnatferi4ts-oiFwht6h>'^e was formed*-* 
St. Krul, impi«tfed-ftforiglytWkli#hi8'tnHhirej 
iharici'tij'6*diffefrebde between a ^« naturd Udf 
and a "j^/V//&i/"lft»^*^," "by telling' u^, that thd 

JVCorr;$ptiJfile i^^CrffimK nqr corru{tih/e by any natural ^Sp&, 
€>f h\s iran^rej^oft i clfe, why was tl>e 'Tree of Life grven 

tjiralj, «nd Tranfgrei&on torruptiqnj jhj^ needed no otjier, 
'means be added to tecore the* (ormer, *6r inflidt the lattefV 
^ti tH^ tifhk helw^ witKoMit tbe facraihetytal mesths ^Af' 2#i« 

Wr^ffif^i^ifri tew/Wl «hcite9.%D^jftf h!^;(Qr€ii|i|i M Nit 
being admitted to the Covenant of Paradlfe, was u only fo^ 
' a few hours or ininutes, he was in a Hate of corruptiSuity 
hike the beafis "Mni wWtle he was fa pofifSon of it, befwtea 

ni^ rnqmeiitfOf i\^s uaii^refiQn ap4'J)&aiKlFiiMt<'i^^^,V^!^i 

Garden; fojong, «v^ether for a. day or an, hour, k(s 9; 

more, he had the means of incorruptibility in his power. 

'How fstt' tU Ibiiger poffeiSorf df 1 1 woofd 'hafve Wir tf bleffinfe ■ 

|is*iineermii,, §id^fyl imiDa(talk|]r,*iuiftfHkoiyi #ouIfl'ha%< 

%o pe^pcpal ^rctchednefs !^ , j^ . .^^ ^ ^ ^ ,^^ 

N. B. Animal Lifh \i fometimes mentioned in the Te5K as" 

^\SiixiffX\ftit¥fftm-hHrr^ ti/t \ Wd Jmhiaf Fct^ri^tic" 

(fopfMorc of .ihf ^r/afrfr^ as oppofed; to Z?^n^V< '''^^^ ' 

->(^i. if^t^Trc^^fXifeJ ihefupportpf the.A}//fA-, ,. . ,„. 

1 Cor. AV. ^4. 

former 






DisfceuRSEiirr fj 

kiixAeK<^^ is t^'tb$ Earthy is^by'^^^' which rc-« 

fi)ark, com]^o4 With the w6rd^:of the Penatof 

f)f thC'CQvenan(7ol£denvpolmp outko ue; th^ 

B^m^was cfoatedctiidrtal as well as the rail o# 

hisfeUQWiAnmdk - What^lomon ob&rved 

afterwards ^ f ^ tf the comtitiort of the cbiMrm -x^ 

^Smen a^td the- condition (fbwjki that they art 

^^as. ime 4:dnditim unts tbein^^j as Me 'Methi^Jb 

^^:Jkih tJm othkrj . W/ wefe^ 6f the duft; and ali 

^Ajhall fettff-muntS'the duft' again ^ fo that man\ 

ii> this ^^^hatb n9pre*emneneesbw9 the bekfii^^^ 

WiU ferve as. a de&riptidfi aof his'cre^ed ftatei 

in.€0«fir{natldn of Mrhichremark k is bbvlqu^i 

tliat Odd prarided him V9v&i^ animd food) 

t^rhich plaSnly hitiMatbs/thaC he flood as i!nuch 

m^QjE^ o£ ^ztid^iJy fuffly tai$iihi^ hcsiR^ did; 

%3.rrefieW' his:; tody, atid'^vciit:>tht deca3n 

Ipeliichi'would otherwi& hiDre''prdved fatal to 
•1, . 

t ' As all fifiito beings are necefiacily d^mknt 
iipon their Creator, their wants: add the necef» 
;6t^e3 of t^Ktir nature muil ho iupfdicd ftomhis 
bountiful hand conteniiailiyvto prefervc'^miito 
make thcra happy io thHr fcveraiyftatidns. 
Qr$.«!tipo JflP{diQSja.coa)pa<5t^ wlwch'.crea(;w:e$ 
tfc iati^ed^i tQ. expe^ this ^fvfiport - irofii idbo 
gpodxids^,^ijd'\j^ifd<Jili,. andiven jhftide of th« 

I Cor,. xr.' 47. *' ^ifecclcf. iii. 19/ 

.. M . Creator, 



^6 lfr!SC«i/l^e^Itl|| 

nace « ft Im gUti |9.*act joQ^Mfttiik^l^' 

liold IhemroliFes oiAig^ to ihifik]l^£|r4!Dtai' < * 
tintalfy* To e3(ift at a bo^ oc anNi, unMh) * 

hitfiOLoE dtis climate* or .of ooe la^ijdi|it)nKMts ' 
•nidftuitful) with healtht ftoei^;^ undedbatN 
bg^ or the iD^veft d^;ret» of Mriii to -ItSm^ 
ever kA of edfteaae idbRAoiioal laa|)paiiilciii : 
he.ove» k istifdy-t* ihe ^cmr tn4 (M«idi{ged 
goQdge& aoi bfittrficcncecf the Crraliici ind 
there can ha no doimof. a lMttBr> attdidkci* 
cxmU be oo claim of diat But tlioai^.dst 
aiQjpf«c;rattiQg:isaft«egrace^ yet to cnrtrjraiew 
foce .6i«& aiifesibcDc; fort vfdpciSafian^' jij^ ; 
eren a. ktnd Cff . daim; tifKoi the Craitir^ Jbi 
ihieuQtenance and fuppor t during its finite oB^i 
tttor : ttd A eu e fijic Vrhtt all' cnaotturas Jtav# / 
ftdxxea&iito look Iqr^ as beitig tii9;MC<&if ^' 
adjun£U of ^lenr oondidoti. and iUMTi- ti^ib* . ^ 

Of ibb eonapadifnifiied in die Ai6t pf erl«H - - 
tiM/God binil^f condeicett(kd (o ftke flMJkJta 
eaUiflg it a Cmrenant : aadwh^be semvftd " 
it a(Hni»4U)0d,.ht>aidHotki » tiwfii^'msA ^ 
** it net vitb him onfy and bit fit^^ md thnr '\ , 

'* Jeed 



^^JkdiffjM^ tleml but nctthe^ery^ . tMti^&ea^ ' 
•• ito/ir ^iht jmhi andcattky and beafis o/tfir 
^'V4*r/**r ^ fipf mini ilk 1^^ 
^^p^a^^nefs ofiiTn befiyen^}' ^'ibi tvken \ 
^* iffibecifvenafalfetioeenM afidiyety ' 

•* ihing creature*.'- David l|)paks of this natural ' 
right to prefervation/whcn he fay?, ^^ tbe'Lion^ 
f* roaring after their prey do feek their meett 
^'jHmGod'':' ** God fccdcth the young Ravens 
•* vM£hcaU upon bim^r Our Savioiir^s rea- 
fon to the Difciples, why their minds ftiould * 
not be diftraifted v^rith pare about wjiat tibcy 
^* Jbauld eat ^ or what ibeyjhvufd drink, or wber e-- 
'witlkltbiyjbouldbechaibed" nzmdy, **that 
the life 'was more than meat^ and the bodf than ' 
** «ttfflr^/tf,** feems alio founded upon this fame 
principle j becaufe as Gfed had given life and 
a body* he would undoubtedly give raiment 
andlfood, without which his other gifts were 

yai», and even burtherifome. He further 

• 

pbf€fV4js, that the fame kind providence, cx- 

tendiog ifcfelf to every animal of the creation ,^ 

left man no room to doubt of having the doh- 

tinual t^hfafhnentof the commbn bte^ng^ 

G«i, IX. lo. - ^- 



cc 



• pen* uc. H. « Tiai. civ. 21. f Hal. cxivii, 9, 

''*'^ C of 



f 8 I> I S d © U R S E TH^ 

of M. ' '' Fot thjmis, &ftbe aif t0mr^'^^ 
"^'thir'^do they ria^^ nw (OthfP int^- htif^s^ 
^ and ^tt your bemer^ taUr feedrtt thtn ^ 
« and are nofye nfavB Better ttan theyf^fher^'^ 

^fA-e' let mt yoiit'Bems ke difira^d^ faying^ 
^^Wbafjhaltweeat^ or i»btit fiatlno^dfrinki 
^ arnvherewitloal Jixrltwoe be chatted f" [frr ymf9 
** Beavenly Fafbef knw)etb that ye tta^'^need'^ 
^' alT thefe tbings\'^ Cod's knowledge of oar 
need of all thefc thingSj he urges as thtf tin- 
dpubtcd reafon why we ate to expeS' thetti. 
In another place he aflcs, " Are not twojpar^ 
^^ rows fotd for a farthing? qndoneofihemjhatt 
^^notfaH fo the gromd without yot^r Father'^*''' 
NcW/ although Ae drift of this argument is tq 
confirm the Difciples in the belief of the par-» 
ticular jprbvidwnce, and watcbfi^ good'nefs of 
God • yet the ffreiigth of it depends, not only 
upon the certainty of the fafl:, hut'thc reafon^ 
iiSfen^s of it alfo ; as"^ creation implies' no Icfs 
fKah in afTurance of prefemticJn:"' This view' 
ef the argument throws a light and! a lu^rH 
too upon Gbd^s anfwer to the petulant r emoii-' 
flR^ee'of Jortaft, '^Shoutd'T not pare Mteveh, 
^^'that great city^ wherein are more thm]^^ 
^^Jcore thoufand perfqns that cannot difcernM^ 

^ Mar. Ti, 3^, &c. » Mat. x. iq. 

«< tween 



^Jwfmtkfir right hand, find their left bani^ 
*^ mtd mui:k Cattk\'' Upo^ the fame prindplo 
%h^ jforOe of $t^ P«u Vs argument to the inen of 
hf&n m^y imly: be fuppoied to depen^} i for 
as. creatioixts an eariKft that God will pro* 
vide fbt^ asd pre^r^e us ; fo reciprocaUy his 
pcovidefitia} care is a pfoof that we are hia 
Creatures: and therefore his ^^ doing good^ 
^^ andgip^g f4s rain from Heaven ^ andjrui^ul 
^^fei^ons\'' fidrnijh fuffioept evidence pf hi^ 
h^ng 'got Creator. 

. God ^erefore enters Into covenaat with 
his Creatures Immediately upon their coov? 
ing into being \ this covenant arii^ fron» 
j^ie relation of Creatui^e and Creator, and con^- 
linues in force with refped to all it^ adyan-: 
(ages» wherever there ts ot^ innocent JBein^ 
Kyhich has^aot forfeited its claim to his protec-j 
tionand fypiwt ; and. jpaa^' properly pnoxi^ 
he ftiled the pwenflfit ef nature^ Only we 
ipuil reniechber that its term and conditiom, 
will vary according to th.Q Situation or natuip^ 
pf each individual Being, 

Jt wgpld be endlefs, Qot» to iay impoiSble^ 
to traqs it h particularly as this y and tbqj^ 

• Jonah ir, ii« * Adszxv. 17. 

C 2 fore. 
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fprc^'WcvertrucinlTaa, yet it would Wlrw 
lirdjr unneceflaiy' to enquire into its pectiKar 
'e^tpnV.with reference to each indivldu^'man: 

JiWf'ry ,man muft do fhis fbr himfelf, afil|fc i^tjeft 
t^C^uaint^dwith his own condition, and fingu|ar 

obi Nations and tranigreffions. It will tuffice, 
^in.lbeprefcnt cppiry, to confident >^ith re- 
[fejencc to man i,n, general j and jjpint out^ 

as fyt, as we a,re able, Qr as far as is neceflar^;, 
. what is the extent and^W^ure of its termizn^ 

Ma a was created th? mofl; perfea qf ^l 

. -^nitDals upon thq i^rth.j and ib^^bq mi^t 

.havedls^i^y proportioned to iiis jfupenor nfi- 

tnre, he was Inverted with dominion over theni 

all,' ^ To be created Lord of this fovc^er worlcj 

Sy c^ a privflege ^^ o^^^ eftimatiptj {., and this 

i being 4kppoint€d as Jiis peculiar prerogatwe^ it 

became a part of bis peculiar' iiihetitance. 

' *,^ thai the fear of him^ and the, dread of Mm. 

: ^*fi^tdd be upon the fowls of the air and tb^ 



' \ 



-, • ~ , ." Gen. ix. 2, . . * 



« -» 



' * ^"WTien God commands the Ifraelitcs to give reft to tlicir 
' "Icafts upon the 'Sabbath Day"; and fortids thcjr miizzllng.thc 

j»Qutb of the Ox which ticadeth out the cornu; gr ta take a 

^;wvr»i..js 0-::.^ : .'i .;■: :*. .v.r?; ^ •' •' . .,. •. . jt 'i -•' "^ 






. , JtAi npJ^dlqfs to enouire into all the advan^ 
t9gp5^ .which , man derived frorn this covenant 
0/ jrtja^ijirs. J., they are cafil^ knoWn ^ hy looking 
jfPPQd^ ^d obferving what in his natural cat 
mcity^be now enjoys. To the grant of D$* 
mmon^Hv all the other ^^reatpres, the grant of 
peculiar fo^d was added i and it is upon th}f 
title^ I preiume> and upon no other, dbat.mea 
are allbvved to drive away or d^ilroy thofe Ani<^ 
inals which deftroy and cbi^nio their peci}? 
liar food ; for we jotiay add, it » thi^ gr^t 
which gives us a right to property in it. - Bci* 
fide tbefe^ there is a long trMo (^ privileges 
ariiing from his rational capa«lt)^ by Which 
'^ani is capable of deriving to Jhtidiblf the • i^ 

Bird- ufoa, kfi ne&y brooding itf eggs 6r its ycbtig ; tht 
Precepts imply, and point oiit ttit nature and exteiir of that 
Grant, by which though ikien afe iavefttd vnth. Ihmittiom 
' , vT«r ih|i Ci'catutet, ytt it il a limMl Df^niiMmi ^^ 
.in. UQ pafe authorifing a T^aHmy^ • In thefc rery Lajt^ 
the intention was not only to keep tliem from degenerating 
^"intotrruelty knd favigt nrimtiers^ by enjoining tlwin mild trb'at^ 
* v'inetft:^tbtirftftow Awa»lt; bnt to keef tiiem tniniiid of tfiat 
equitable Limit and Boundary of DQt9ii\icMi wfaic|i' God 
had prefenbed at the Creation. For in common equity, as 
kll Creatures are ^bfone coronion ParenfCi men ean haTeno- 
'tight of Ujfi or SK;eretgn(j^ over the reftj hy odier Title tfaail 
the GrMHt of Htfft wha made them all ; and cox^eaucntlyi 
cannot tn juflice exerc^fe that S^vereigntj further tb^the, 
Qrdnt extends; 

' N» B". IVis Grant was altered at tht Falli asd' enlarged 
. at the Dehige. 

C 3 ^ftimable 






ti^hna^ 'advantages which flow from' fdcial 
union } and alibot making £ree tife of that im^ 
|K)rtaot permiilton o£ accefs to the Fountaiii of 
blefl^g in prayer and adoration, in Shorty 
t^elk^ the eioitt^e of an ipnocenl and uj^ight 
tMny psyQlng his days in health and tempe* 
rance^ feturt ih iSat tnodenate enjoyment of the 
^^4ifaangsof theworld) and enUireoed con^ 
tin!M% 'With the iun||peakable4ienedi(%on of 
tiie favour erf* God ; comfuire tbia With 'the 
hap^eft ftate of any other>a(nimaIy and you 
i^yi pofottivp upon what adv^ageoiis ienm 
I3(ld entsred man into the cwenaat cinatute. 
'Itie c0ndlH9fn of tibus ooi^emmt come next 
. wider coniideratioD^ U is .needlefs alfo to 
; dwell much upon this article. Whatever ob- 
Usts m^n> as a moralj, rationalt and focial J^e- 
]fl^i.and whatever ti^fi0l9Qs of gratitude and 
pdUfei and ac^owledgments <of dep€ndance> 
wont doe from him to God as his Creator ahd 

Ts^(U!mi;iiC(ft^iiai.ts6jk^ conditions': iapix 

word, whatever hadi heen juffiy ^ CDin|>re- 

hendiid' tinder the tifle of the Reli/rion jof rkt" 

tun^ "Aot as z».im9eitted rdigim ^^!&ix^f^\(}^ 

from one that is rtveaJed^ but a rekgim^flmw-- 

^ higirom the nt^urdlcandiiioh c£ mari/'ajs a ra- 

^'jdojial/ iocidi- and^coantable 6eitig„^p^G[- 

'^ iitu'up(MM care and gbodnds clf iiis Maker. 



^h^t ;^fUitions.afiimprovciD«oJtshavc &eh 
RWi4p lia rcligioa. by jrcv^tioos beflfcr*' anil 
^xffc tkclsji of Adam, arc diftinftjajid apart 
l5^tn.thi^ as enjoining other rdutiest prefentii:^ 
^^f.}ppfh.!^^ opening more enlarged' pn»i. 
i]pc&$ to us. But this part of the code of du<- 
iti^:^u|ft be coiiHdered as forming the ground** 
y^fffk ajid primitiv^ obligation upon ue, '^fy 
''>^9?;^^^,,^4f^^^. and godly ^ in tbfsfrp^ 
^'^J^lft.^^o^ld.'' It matte:rs not wJbether-ve 
i^l^y^ dus religion to have been xevealed Iby 
,Gftd imnxcdiately, or inveftigatcd by JuHioum 
iTCaJIpn. , The fafl: of its exiflexice is certain j 
becaufe it arifes from the nature of 1 ralioaal 
ftnd accountable Creature, and Jbls ' f^lAtlon to 

' the Creator* I am ifif nrfy of ihetspimefe^, -that 
it vf^ !e;|i^pTained m'its fuTl iextent to ihe Ikft 

. inhabitants of the earth. Neverthcle^ bsm- 
ever fome may be v^ffing to admif , -^ftftd "kmo 

'. to deny this Qpiriion, the authority oflhe'^fcrf^x, 

^ ^nd tik greatheft and certainty of .the^0Hfi4»fts 
of the religion of riature. are tindenittbte*4 

* THere ate imdoabteaiy a £^.o£ Duj^ il^|»dlng ffiod 
add Ifim ivUch aiiiifr &eia ^m ^«rM^ imd Jliar/4/ iN>tu<» ; 
^ / i«TvrriU!Q ratiffmliUA Jkt^f rBeiags. T^fe Dalles tp^kc 
what is yrppcrly calkdjtbc iJW/jf i#« of ;Mai/*ff. 

With refpe^t to this JKeligioo^ itMii «re v^tt)Mrx9eepft9.ts 

lidded |o thoprcfeut iUte of Man^ it docs not gv^ »£u»usce 



2± thl S-<1'(^VK:^ Er \lh 

.. ■ 1^ i^, impoinble tQ > fey haw ^.ttlte -littte 
pnefcribed: in ^ Dec^b^oe ^ebe at'firft tiei» 
y«l«l.oAd,n(.:U.r. probable ttattHg. 
were;not revealed; ill tbA pi^dft^ ftuon^tili 
dxcf ^?re given to.Mpffe artd^thcJfiaeHWk 
frpm Mocint SiAzu h ^ds crimecdB&igrfper^ 
l^ps to caution meni ^gainft criihdi {wtfi& 
their fitiiation did tiQt tempt thett tolooninit; 
Idd-worfhip did not ^Hk from tfab ^ecvef fioiii^ 
of any priDciple of riiturai ridigioflr ; and^ihasfif^H 
fore the cgmnland whic!^ forbids foeh* pdE^cs 
'made no flipulation of that^religion; -^Befidert,; 
when the art of fculpture was .not Jfeinowife' tV: 

of bldHngs beyond the Cfrenant o£ NatiQ? i |vi^{>fljf^nf| • 
wW'beconie ours byl>lrtti or mheritaace^ ; 

■Novr ^fakhas no cosnexion with the diipute'^tweetl s' 
revefiUJ Kt\ip.Qnf and a B4igi9n n^ - rnfi$M^ ;3Mt thk 
' Religion of Nature, whethor neve^led or apt».,pjrf(||9fe9,|«ft\ 
' foch' particitlaf Advantages, Siiaftions^ smi t^tief, and 90 
ii^jsr than fuch as are pi'ojper t9 the ^cpe&danr%ttfl^^ent''3c- 
countable Being Mao, in HspK4ntihorta!.ftite*Vt^^tefia<Jt 
ture and obligations of fuch Religion dre.Rp,::w.;^..^r^jl^ , 
any ^oint, whcthef we fuppofe the eotise Syftem tolb^vft lieen 
invelbxgated by the reafon Qfl^an^ or to lave befii f^(^i^^by 
direct tievelation from God. For uppn bothfi|p|»^t|(SSV'^c^^' ' 
ligations are conceived to^ rehiatn the^ f^m^ flowing At)C^.i, 
me i^ermlinent feed nature of man afnd the things acouiaid him, 
* HierfcaloiiifiTenife betweett the Religictoof Naafre,f^aria-whar 
Jj jiift}l^uilhied by the name of Rcweaicd ReUgW»4 lk«S aot-. 
' 'confiil in the manner in which the KtawUd^i rftb^^.kn hem 
' tn2pdlfndi^%m:% as in the differ«nce of their Terms and"* 

; omi^nt^'^ ' ■-• - '' '■•■ - : : ' ^ '^ — '-^ 
' V injundion 
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w^twiStmiAtiti^ Tm^e to wbr«» 

ifaip itt^ouid iiate^iywa utxiMelligibk. Po- 
]fEfheifiBiitd& had'-no relation to any thmg 
ian^tmal rdig^ j but aiofe from the corrup-^^ 
tbcu of thei^rcrogled doGttibe cf a Mediator. 
Qmfo^fmidf iv * \y»s uiinece(&ry> before the 
Bi£> to Ibrbkl Avbat ^^aiiig ivp afterwards from 
a poBcipla st diUMniM unknown. But the 
tKroiawa^ .vibidlk arc e^ential to the eftabllfh- 
mxBte£^Mrt9e.^iffd'fiityy the law of Marriage^ 
and th^'Jkn&iJScatim of tbefeventb Dcy^ were 
iitdottfetedly. given' immediately after the 
cMatkm ; and appear to be pofitive conditions 
of the covenant of nature > being fundamen-^ 
tal c^ the happlneis and the duty^ of man'^ a^ 

j8iJb^^^,;is^cK^Jj^^^ ^<^ngp And w.e .may 

conclude ^ limverfally, that God did reveal tt> 

Adam all.lhe neccffarV laws of morauty as early 

a«^^ii ^reatioii, vyhich Iijws^ both by the Sages 

ofiaiiti^iilty^>^and the learned men of our own 

.tim^, have been demonftrated to be' fuitable 

tt) our ^atQ^ .proper to rour co^idition, exadtly 

conlbrnoable to our circumdiances in this tnof- 

tatlife } i6 that fuppofing the nature of mafiV 

a$ a fof:^! Being, to. have been the fame at hii 

. creatimi that it is now, then thofe fitneffes of 

^ moral behaviour, which arc at prefent neccffary 

. to the well-being of man^ and the obfetvanoo 

of 



l0JF#lticHliafli %«mii(l along inloMod^.i^ 

4Bexcfd £m3lonsr, ^irore necdlailjr <to4|k»«i^ 

A^ lfaei«for6 file <t& ' of ereltckin ^1^^ 
thz aroetmnt 'oi nkture I 4b the ImmiMige'of 
"the &!r^i and relative 'ddfig^iMs -d^^^tm omc^ 
nant ptodtxced a}fa ^ r^i^m tX/AnOnwe^ 
' 7%e prom^ anne xe d %a lld^^MHMmit^ .#1 
xw liflve already Icien, ^a» 4emp9ral ^filicitfs 
"igti^Me^o the -cflStitiftl prop«(^ -of dft ^c^^- 
venants of Mcb^s^ ^' ife'/it^ i^^ th^nJbitHim 

Hie reverie ;of^;iff this, iefnpw^d infilmf^^ 
and oftentimes a^&ortened 'jrefbd of c:rffl:cnctj, 
Were the fahSfiods6tlt. The mifeiks'^of^Yii^ 
man life are dircafed, hf sht wifeiordef ing t*f 
Providence, to pbrreft -and to ptimfli liioie 
enormities which' are deftruAivfe of the blef- 
fings pf private life and ^M union. We 
jnay obferve of thefe rtiifeK^S, -that ihc^ arc 
Q^en th(: necellary and loevltabte cbrtfequoices 
of mifcohdqd : fo neceflary," as ' td • be efr 
^toemecithe natural effefts of it ; CSodiiaving 
qonftituted the order of this world to wake 
Aem M)pcar fo. But befide n&tursd Confe- 
.jjuciices, there are tiihers not efteetoed i na- 
tural, but equally unavoidable, which are 

brought 



bHni^t upoA kicked inmhy the JudgncM 
ef^Qodn-if AMttit jadgmeiii^ jwbidimttlk* 
Mh HI ^ftf Isiiefs, 4iid operM&s ^ on&ens ; sriikih 
18 n(ir^lwiiy& immedatte m in cxdcotidBi^ i)iit 
always if(ie*ilid:dir I wbidi waits, aad m^es^ 
iathd 4iai)g9 ever lii& fined man, ^and ><fbik^ 
him wtien be fe in^ iecvn^ and ifeaifefiu- If 
ks emcioibii 29 'foipemibd mth ref|>eft tci tb* 
§adet^himMf, iiPde9oknBS.«p6n^d^pofterity^ 
atld j^iAs 'iMKi powf ty^iafod ^ inisfertipics 4t»d 
itouJlM 4iiithMifi' vtaias^piajQe of tlwt :pio%ed^ 
«^h wisibtUbv^ to bcmd^mbie^ Per 
it 18 tfae portion of wicked mea Qpeo \e9fA, 

Sttt3W» r;&D]||^ tb^ mVB^jr^.jMl 

¥ ntwAdr^that the fwArd flmU . 4^^rtfy .^/^^sbo^ 
f^'^sikm if^mtf,.:^^ be /aii^wifb 

f^^Amii, : itiefr rtmumt ibould ' he Jburi^ in 
fh4GsiikK\ 1% m uMiqcefiarjr tarbriagrcscacnpks 
«if jbisiOMffaod of Kn%vkiencffi : daily ob&nrfif- 
tk»'mlli£erm&, tii^ay> it, 2& n^U if ofperieitc* 
dooi;iitit ;;: bi|t ludif^]^ facned and pmfiaici 
viwitti aibrd; ianumcfaible, moift tceincn^pw 
and' iaWming. A$ to : i;hi^ wifdom ;0f 14 mt 
4oay judgj^^ ^eyea irom tJJEie Qrdertng..c£.ioQii 
inatteff9;ioilhc inferior ^malwocldt.liosrpro'' 
> ^^dtelidlia^ A$ U2 ithe fifp^rlor. Xisie 2xxo&;%d«* 
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cioiis animals incfeafe the Aoweft. The '«a«« 
logyjs;ftrdag between the cafe;C^:d3e:miilttp» 
fiyii^ of defkQdsvebeafbyaodthiyflttiihqii}^^ 
of evil generauom of men. WhrntrtatfOMf 
dties^ ciibes, or families, becdme oomiptv nre 
iee itbem foon rooted out:\£>r |j>e vrocU 
amid kaidly fahfiftj if ihrf^ ainlidiied« iteid 
ft hadtioften been thought that .men were den 
ifat>yed43y, the Deluge, not ottlyiinijoftice^t 
an m&cy alio $ fince if they had heen permits 
ted to live.lotigery they wtmldxHdbjr! ha^e^ mnt 
^foufed die gpodnds 'of Gkx), have ^^oi^lfld 
fheir prefent gnefs and anguifli, • and at i^A 
laiMc petifhod mors niiicfably by eadi^ Other's 
iniquity and violence, ' than . they did by tht 
TUigeatic^ of Godk 

^— The method c(f Divine jui|ice I have^ b€«fil 
^^eaking^of, deierves a more full and partieu^ 
hr exanatnatiob than can be made of it in fkis 
{dace, i only: take neeeflaty notice of it, as 
Inng tbevappointed, the proper' ami p^ulk^ 
fimSim <£ naturul teHgion \ for' it evtdeti^ 
mgafds the afiairs of this worlds ^nd cuftends 
tiotta the fwoirld hcrfeafteri For when God 
detkrerti, * <*^ thai h mil ^iftt the fins' ofiei^e^Fi^ 
4Kibgft3 tfeA^thevhiidt^Hi" this threatening 8^ii8t 
/uppo&d'ft): extend* t0'tb« vrortd to com^'ib 
^becfedie the rule of the! final Judgment, ISeekbfc 

we 
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x^e knd w that eveify ftaan will dicn* receiare ^ 
Moompsbce according to his own doittgar 
• . Hoii^vfcr, iri diis very method of <5od'B 
ttmpOTal judgments, there ^)pears a jmmfcfl: 
itnpevfcdion^ asitdoes not reach exactly' to 
iall the particulars and degrees of vice; iot 
ibmc men do efcape the adequate reinfiitneni^ 
tion which their £ns jtleicrve. Oftentinies the 
Fadbtcr goeth down to his Grave in peace, and 
the cvi} of fai$ liisis deisolvea upon bi$ Children : 
and dia:e itre oliicr jipftancds of a iecniog 
inequality jjor .thedifp^nfations ^ of Odd incthig 
U&, Qptiponfiiling ' with^ what we think of hn 
^iiitjr Ind goodtmisi*: And doubdda God 
^bgthroiderM tbe-goYcrnoiont of the world ia 
^is manner, to lead our minds to fbmethii^ 
i¥9€th»y dpur hopes ajud purfuit^ Indeed this 
i0%{>?f|f<Siw.is fowewhat rdirtiioiflied^.bjrthat 
f0Ymif(jfifli!^ttg, (emppraLmHcry upoip fod>, 
*s ijt^jlsap the fepundarics -of right ai^ w»ng;) 
.whi(5h,.% the inteceft, and toanfwer the oc- 
43f^ij^S;Pf, fopety, Qod hath intrafted in the 
ha5jk ogi:Qani/rQm whofc autbority^afebltWH 
^C^fc^^flvto cut offrnhafe who haye. btoken 
jji^oi^h rail reilraint, . .Human laws Mwth« h6^ 
)^Pfi ^.^B^^& ji*rc««aed in aid of the EMu 
^^^hi^^^^P^'^ srf.man. InaDomcs ncc^^ 
di^J^^,ivlivftthe/eftr:*£<3Qd. Jt'i4inQt:iroih 



any 



1 



haiu99U muky tfa|ittkkpa«v«r is de^tiki ; fei 
kh evidcfidy dd^tedl^MHiGcid^ who-itf faid 
to^have <' eftabli(Md the udispilf ^ d»F»^ 

is dtought fo^come liie'neartft to Mtuc^i^ati^ 
ofsg^fial right. Bdfr difc whdk diai^S'affwf 
of that oKtfal (Konony^ by 1/Hiuc^ 
tfus wodd aw ordctt^ 

From wliat hadx Iicsq. oiifisnr^id; inre har 
ikit God created our firft Farcmts thotM i% w« 
artf ; ^xat he ga^vediem, h^natunti tMi^ oiily 
tbe itifatfritaace of vorldfy' bleffings ^ tftardieip 
^hity upaa iampor/J; depending at lafi time^ 
updiai iktk good ifdvpsiour^ and becoming im-* 
nedfittely forfeit ^ dieir trah%reffion$ ; dlat^ 
tikid laws of n)Qi»l condifcft were ^eJatr^s^ pre-*' 
fifiibed tbrai, md^orktif infelldt/ ttitpnitioft 
by whi]sh<i3edieiiceto^tl^& laws was mforced;. 
^ the hap[ftcie& or mii^ty c^AiecJuisht upoa 

good or evil conduA; fprtng ei#iier fbm the 

fumrktp dbb is, ftom ^e regular order of evened 
appdinted : by^ the wiid^m df Godi 6r from? 
partktdar ifiJtiSiom knnoKdiately iroo^ his^ 
hartd, or itotxt the jftKmrfefei #Mfch ttW^ 
aath6fti^ td inflia' o^' ineil. Ni^rei^heH^' 
wiiWi^i tfi?s wHapttj: of OBc»oo»Ayi lihS^^TIi^i' 
dered goodiicfc ibeir-ai^e ijcitBter ha|jpyltt^thir 
■- ^ life, 



tihajvtdlgtlieat f!i>ec«i<Jbg^9^t^<ri»omcaal!£l 

U/^t^uf'mAf^^y >«fR)^iMy and eqokaUi^s 
w« ftr^/pttsparedf to 0liWtsfi.a becier. 1k)^ 
fmn4l0-\sgioa hitme ptomiks ;. aiuk ^ m$it 
fer privileges more gft^ and: ^oticnia.. Tbo 

in this world is, that we are ht a ftai^ fif friat f 
and a ftate pf trial feems to imply an exigence 
in a flate where trial fhall be at an end. God 
hath not by creation pcomifed us greater ble£- 
iings i but by leaving us at creation jn an im^ 
perfect (late, hath .taught ys to hope that he 
hath fomc further g}fi» mv ftore, which he will 
comcaunicJitc by nwans which his wifdom 

alone will and can findLout. There is alfo in 

t ' * 

^ pcrfeiS: ipind an inejctinguifhable defire of 
pontinuipe for ever s and in all minds an ab- 
horrenpe of diiTolution ; and it is impoflible 
tJ|ag i(i|dcbau<;hed reaibn can be fatisfied with , 
finite being, 

The ofder tbaps&xe and Oeconomy of the 
morgl, ,world,^ the; projjgtionaiy ftate of mai?, . 
and his. ^atucal defiffps, will .always ren>|inias, 
evjdyiM^e^^f the will an4/^efign of ,Q^ to ffifc 

,.!.'' ' him 
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him to iminortiliCjr. But hewsis potcrealeff 
to this hope, but raijed to it ; for xUpkC^vikgB 
ti .9gisimml mjhififm not aMiMMi^ Vii^'« ' 
tofice^ nor was propofed to him as a Urm uxw 
(kr the covenant of nature } but was ^free grate 
comj^bicated Iff i^Jpeci$l :^^e^4nti^ f^kn 
therefore creating him to a iRpar/4?/ copditiox), 
God h^d implanted^ id the heart of^ man thc\ 
defire of an immorfal one» he gave him alio 
an ObjeS equal to that defire bv thj^ ^wenMt 
ijIxtniorruftiMtir. ]• ^' 
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DISCOURSE HI. 

Of the.: Cpvenant of Incorruptihility, 



. A 



WITHOUT prefumption, we may 
fuppofc that God from the begin- 
ning intended to raife man to an exalted fu- 
per-eminent blifs, altho' he difplayed not the 
whole of his gracious purpofes at the firft. 
For reafons of his wifdom, ibme of them 
perhaps too deep feir us ttf fathom, he created 
him to an inferior nature; and from thence^ 
advanced him to the hope of the fruitJon of 
an higher. In the courfe of worldly and or-* 
dinary events, we fee men oftentimes raifed to 
honours and dignities above their birth, 
and owing their advancement to means as 
fingiflaif as beneficiaU God adls by all tntn 
in this way \ and inflead of giving them a 
nature which ftiall bear the feal and title 
of glorious but unatchicved privileges, 
hath fet thefe privileges, before them like 

D pcxze$ 
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-^ifees ih a race 5 wkhin the rcad^ of dicir 
'bePt 'HStideavours, though not yet in their 
'pofTeflion ; promifing to adTancc their nature 
' fequal fb the offered enjoyments, upon fondt- 
tidn «f their performing deeds *f wortiy thir 

If we reafon properly, and tey aflde the 
vanity of thinking too^vhigfaiy of ctar, created 
flate^ we fhall have fufficient ground to 
fidmtre the wifdofn, and * tdone id)e goodf 
neiS of God, in this' method of his bencl- 
cenc6. Had we been ^traied to am Hea^ 
venly canditbbV «tid placed BT onocf ia the 
Veiy petfe€lion of oik Ji^tnef^^ wd iChoald 
have had nCtorc ear^ccift^ for .our pride 
than ouriibpes. Trial* peiliaps is neoefiary jto 
every intdligefiit finitj^£«ng:} ^ it <appe$urs 
eflfcntxa! to the very jdea ef virtue £tut in 
what cotrld trial havie conGAe^ if tnan hsd 
heen invefted with comfkM * felicity ? m hfW 
con!d the ftate of man hitve. been ihppQi^ 
perfdS:, while trial remained? But :diip to^ 
encourage*;hrrn to bfidergoihis tm}> : was it i3e(^ 
ncccffiuy to fet fome utidttamd jpy before 
him^ to be the recompence -of opf^KMr^d igiih^ 
fqlficfs ? Wei have therefore obvious ttihti^ to. 
iiledg6»;>jfvhy M&hegin Qur JBcw^ cf- 

tatc* Beiide, in this liff our condition ia.ma- 
' ' * ' nifeftly 
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iiifeftly pl-ogrddi^c 9 fiom the embryo ftate to 
ili^ncy, &om infaocy.cochildhbodi {tniSmfk 
tfacticfe til natute 4ttd fierfeift yean and 
ftwugtfa; . And decs aot ikis imply ^ome ana^ 
logy to <Hir natuns or copditioa in gf neral * P 
Thttf: is, that the nature of man, by the good^ 
nefs^nft p9Wei' c^ Gad, may be gradually ad^ 
viNdcfeig to ^el and cocnplese fdicity ? Th^ce 
h al^ a afe kt thk $ for the be]pleflhef$ of in-f 
fmts gives fitse opportunity for the txerxify gf 
dM' gt^ntifer and moft bertrirolent afFe£tion$.9f 
tht ^itaiaii breaft 1 and the wholq cscoooaiy 
^ the paremid .-charge adminiftex^ the qaeans 
afiMpmfjng&efbckofhiftinaaTirtu^Sft Aiid 
may there not be fu{^99fed advvtdtftgfs, if ,nc)C 
lhei£»Eil»; }/jiN jSft^ir tQ ihi:fe, ^riiing.fixva or 
oemdDaed* by it^ frogf efe pf ^mpfrprp a^cor-- 
niptSile to ia» »cQrn3$>tib)e ii«te, ^n4 after- 
WartU'irofti a ^n^tal :&ar^, ^d a tpuidopt 
mheriMic^ to a Glorious inhei;4ta;^a;> mfSJpVr 
xsik 99d. '^ uifdf£led| thai: f^deth not away ?" 
Thefirft ai^vapcr iQ^this glorious plgn, 9t }ea^ 
according tomy idea.^f it» f^^cps to have been 
"• ' • • . 

' f NuimfijaAXknitlm «^ Me- i4e4 aft terms of the £apa 
lm{«rt ;, becaiife as there is always fitnels In the works and 
Occononny of divine Wififom, -cTcry ctieat^ Bbing riUiUfhsBrt 

Da **i« 
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that bf bettbriog man's earthly condition by 
giving hini the cwenant of incerruptibiUty^ 
br the Eden covenant *y by which he was 
placed in a garden of delights, enjc^ing 
the pleafares, plenty, and rcpofe, which, an 
earth fruitful of .every bleffing could, yield 
him; and was moreover furni(bed with the 
tfteans of tafting tbofe enjoyn^ents^^ wilh-* 
out the difqualifying refledion of being 
forced one day to leave them all behind, 
and fink like the beads into decay and 
corruption. This covenant . is the fubjedt 
of the prefent enquiry; and its term^ ita 
fledge^ its conditimsy ^nd its fanffiMf muft 
be examined feparately« * 

The account which die Sacred Hiftorian 
gives of this covenant is very fliort \ thMfbme^^ 
times it may be nece£&ry to pay Regard to 
what is impKedy as well as whatis '^^jg^r^ 
declared concerning it. And - fo Idng- as 
We avoid mere conje<9?ure, and make ufc 
of oftly reafonible dedudlion, there • will 

no concliifion ettfuc which ' may hot be ad- 
mitted. 

It appears, that by the terms of this c6Ve* 

' nantr, man was not to become fubjed unto 
3cafh' and the perpetual incorri^tion of itts 
body was to be conveyed to him by thcfrtiit 

'-' " " ' of 
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of the tree of life. For wc fee that when .he . 
did tran^refs it^ death became bis . pupjiih*- > 
ment z and in order to tbat> the fa^r omental 
ffteans of iocorruptibility. was taken away from 
him*.' The ^^tfiify .declared for diibbedieijoe . 
htmg xhRjdiJfolution of the body^ the recom^ 
pence of obedience was. jthe incorruption of it : 
and maa while , innocent, was entitled to 
eat :of the ^^ fruit of the tref ^ life^ and live for, 
^* W(S^." But incorryptibilityiis no,advqf(if^gp,; 
without fenfibk felicity ; and cannot, except. 
tacontiniie happinefej be the gift of a. bene-, 
ficent God to hjs mnocent creatures. The 
qucftion ihea apifes*, What was the felicity of 
man in this ftate of innocence and incorrap- 
tion ? 'The matter is too far removed fr,<?m us. 
^ gffocd; us perhaps fuU iatisfadion \ yet fure-. 
ly tb^ freedom froo^ (m.and the fear .of death ; 
the hiding harrai&d with no deiires beyond the 
bounds of gratification ^ with no wants for 
which there was not a.re^dy fupply ; and the 
, feeling done of that, laffitude and decay to 
which a perifhable body is hourly fubjedt, and' 
makes old age in particular a burthen ; on 
the contrary, the bleflipg of the tranquil and 
fim:erp delight which, flows from, vigorous 
health, perpetual yftuth, ferene paffions, fe- 
leneikies, .a fruitfol earth,, a peaceful con- 

D 3 fcience. 



fcicncc, and the benign influence -oi isi i^ 
dulgent God ; I fay, this is a degree of hap^. 
pinefs which would fi]I the utmbfl limits of 
the prefeot faculties of man. What further 
increafe of felicity God defigned bihi under 
this covenant, whether the enjoyments and 
glories of Heaven itfelf, is not revealed to us* 
The exprefs words of facred hiftory feem on- 
ly to imply an earthly happinefe. For as the 
trial of obedience was put upon the- not eating 
of the fruit of the tree of knowledge of g&oA 
and evihf fo the pkdge or fecurity of reward 
tVas i\i^ fruit of^ythe tree of life^ ;" and t)OtJi 
grew in the garden of Eden 5 wiiich fe^'ta 
indicate that the highe{?<:6venanted enjoymentfir 
of man were to have been local Jd Eden'^ le 
does not appear, perhaps, that Cod did d^dtsu^' 
his win herein any further. But as it is I'ea^a^ 
ble to iriiaginc tliat trial would one day have had* 
an eqd; for there is no realbn to imagine btrt God 
woiild have fuperfeded this Covenant '^\t\k one 
ftill moregracious 5 as, in (bort, wekrfow that his 
gobdnefs is infinite, we may fairly concli;ide Siat 
the felicity of his innocent ct^atureS Wduld 
have grown up in every age to greater 'ripenels 
and perfection. What greater bleflbgs^od 

7 Gen. Ii, 9; « Gen. Ill, 12. 
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l^ijll-r^jjly inllorefor Adam, jve cannot there- 
fore ^fErm^ oor is it of cpnfequence to, conjee- 
tare. . This only we can know with certainty, 
ihfi,Jt2cqrruJf>tiiJe life^ ^qd confanfJnate earthly fe^ 
licity fn ^en^ were the blejfmgs^ the /^r/^/i 
which God offered him after his creation. 

We are told that man was made a living 
Soul, and that God breathed into him the. 
breath of life. Now, whatever conclufions 
may be drawn from the dignity of that divine 
principle within us by which we think and 
reafon ; yet it is certain w^ are fo connedled 
with a body, that upon the condition and. fate 
of it, probably, the very perception of happi- 
nefs in a man may greatly depend, It is With- 
out queftJon that the incorruptibility of'the 
huga^p bpdy was,, and is now, of iniportance 
to Ijufl^n ^appinief^ : for, ypon the Chriftian' . 
ifyilciDj, wc arc tcdd by St. Pad, diat " our ^qt^ 
** m^i^Jie bodies -Jhall be ch^nged^ and ^ta on 
" irmrrupttQn^ 1' How we are to put it qn at 
the lait day ; whether by* the intervention and . 
inftrftnjcntality of meam^ or by the Almghty 
fiat^ without any mems ftt all j ^will be kpown 
wb|^ that Day cpoles^ ox indeed may be 
un<!crftbod from ouf Saviour's ref«rT<(ftipn. 

J> 4 But 
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Bti^ in general Jt Is- the raethod td God's 

^ o^i;4tion in this world, to confer VJeffings by 

"the. ir^mntality , of mtward things. ■.:■' Out 

aninaaj life is fupported by animal food : Mq, 

fes.fipote the Red $^,.witH his rod j he alfo 

bjroi^ht water from jthe rock by the fwnc in- 

i^ninjeqt : The Ifraelites were faved in Mgypt^ 

in the, night of the Paffover , by the blood of 

Utn|)j^ %-inkled upon the door-pofts of their 

iioufes : The waters,Qf Jordan wercchoibn to 

Vafl) away N^aman's, Ipprofy. If we conE- 

4e^ Vfith the leaft attention, we fliall fee that 

^od.m^ftly CQnlm^nicatcs with us in,bleffing 

Of,, corfing by means-, that is, by Jgns or 

tlfk^** In truth, it can make no diftcrcncc 



O. V 



* It may here be remarked, that thcfc Sacnttncijtal Inftrc- 
ments, which are here fpoken oizs Means of conveying Gppd 
wcieln truth only Siins, An, A'pplc was the propofed ^igu cr 
Pf(^€-^\\L^ iBCorruptibility of the body. ^'A RQdiB-Mbfe&^ 
hand was the Sign when he divided the Ocean. The Waters, of 
Jordan ferved Naaman as a Sign, and he learned that there. was ' 
no God, but Jehovah the God of Ifrael. Water in Baptifro is ' 
the Sl^n of Adaption into the communion of the Sons of God, 
2s Circumcifion was forroerljr; thougrh neither of. them are. 

Signs ot Miracles, but of Adoption. * 

placed as we are at a diftancc from the Fountain .of blife' we ' 
ai'e too apt to forget to Whpm^w* owe oiirLife, fcjd thfe-Han^^ 
frbm Jiyheficeour blefrings flow. And did God.fnpply us with' 
Life and renovation without the ukofJMteans or Signs, we fhould 
fcon afcribe that to out Nafupt atid'i^hj/zi, i^hich is in e verj' licw 
\ " ^ ' the 



D:iS'CO'U'R>S'EPlnj 4t 

In the aft of God by' ^hich ftiethod he 
rives hU' will upon us j. the difference otily re- 
lates unto ourfel ws 5 and may femetimcs fervd 
to !raife our groveling 'mind$ from ielfifhf'of 
wcarldly view's to Him, the great Author anq 
Giver of all i and anfwer many other ' ntiblfe 
purpofes of gratitude to Hfm, and1)eneflfcSiitc 
to each other. For fuch reafons we tiiay con- 
ceive (and -dpubtlefs there , are others whicli 
we. cannot difcover, and of the importance c^ 
which we can form' no conception), God 
planted *' the tree of Jife in the midft of the 
^^ garden ^^' of Eden, that manntightedtff 
the fruit thereof and ii've for 'ever ^. And It be- 
came the deed and charter of incorruptibility,'. 
the pledge that God was " ever mindful of his 
^^ c&oendnty 

When man was firfl: placed in the world, 
he was without fpot, free from all' ftam and 

the efFea of his power alone. But his Wifdom hath fo difpofed 
it, in conveying bLeffings by ^ignsy L e. by giving S)gns of 
blcffings, that we can never be at a lofs cwicerning the Soiu:cc 
of ourHappinefs, 'Shw, " when httaketh avoay our Corn iri, 
" the time thereof ^ and our Wmein its Sea/on^** we more readily 
fee his hand than when ^^hetaketh a'vuay our hreath^ \Ve may 
©bferve farther of the choice of thefe %ffj, for the moft part, 
that they have been fuch as could not be miftaken for Cavfii. , . 



* Gen. il. 9. <:' Gcn« iii. ii* 
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cpn&ipiiihefs of giltl^ c^4 fitted in lihe G^&*r 
ci^iO^ his mkid aod of his bodjr^ to enjoy 
(h^ perception of thofe deUgbts which were 
provided for him $ and ftrohg encn^h to en- 
dure that eafy ftate of trials which Biviiie 
Wifdom had appointed him to. The quer 
ftionmay perhiapsbeaiked, Why was i^ trial 
neceffary ? and why might he nc^ have enjoy- 
ed hap{}inefs without the chance and danger 
of lofing it ? But is it poflible that a reaibna- 
ble and related Being, in covenant with his 
Creator^ can live free from the bond of obli- 
l^tjons? Dependant upon the jpower, and 
fubjedt to the will, of a Lord> did it not be- 
come matter of duty to obey that will, when 
known ? And do not law and duty make 
tranlgreflion poffible ? for wherever obedi- 
ence 16 required, there muft be a power of 
difobeying. The very idea of law^ implies a 
poffibility of tranlgreflion. If then ** iy the 
*^ law is the knowledge of Jin^^' according, tp 
die Aipoftle^j there muft unavoidably be tfa^ 
knowledge or perception of trial, 

•a. 

, , *■ Rom. ill* 20. 

* **. The htowliJge efSin^ becaufc by the Law an aftion is' 

declared td be finTuL For* imlcfs the Lord declares his WilL 
and the Servant kn^ivs it, there can be uo tranrmflion of or op^ 

pofiuOA 



l^ial ikes not only prcxrecd from tiia ^liirK: 
ttGiiifrifiatim^ JoL rzoongl .and. izusrai A||9iitig' 
but^jfeini/ their vtvy cmditim tf rationality^ hjr 

andebot^fetbtf^d.',. -i * •. 

Jmi^ceMyi' though it cxidiu4es Gz//7/, docsnot 
^p^ed\xd^siFytli fpr k i$, ro Qtima to be Itmpt? 
ed^ fotW thfe-vpry ^xift^nceof virttiotts c<S^v. 
duft/sijpp©fe5 foi^e inceptive to the.contra^4 

» 

pofition to It. The Law doth not commit the offeree : hut k 
Js tlje meaiis by whKh the Sinner is coiivifVed ofCncnce. Biii; 
if there is no La\Vtb gffeAd ^gaihft, thei^ ca\i be no trai^fgi-^f- 
fionpf iii abjj itp cgnyifUo^/ 

f 5Ch%5>f CD^. cjf flUj ^olmal? ^ ci^^jj neujaty ox free. liJkc^ 
Ji^fy^f as when Brutes n^e by Inftin^^^ ^d cannot counterad: 
it : i^rr^^'as when rational Beings aA by Choice. 

?r^^ agency is either indijferent or moraL Indifferent, at 
wb^ti AipTjd i^en^ai^ by C^0>/i^ ia tlu9gs4n4ifrerent ; which ^ 
9isw-be c^ll^i^jtmfkjret Agency : Morale as when they aft »&•, 
cording to the direction of Laws, and diftinguilh between good 
and eviL ' ' - . ' 

Rl^tion^ BeMg9 ar^ necejfary Agents in but feitf mattq^s;'. 
thofe chiefly regarding Self-])re(ervation. They are Simftefre€ 
Agents in more ; perhaps in half the Affairs of Life ; and the 
proportion in frequency of occurrence between matters of 
Simple free Agency and Moral Agency may xx)iiftitute the eafi- 
nefs^ of nial in particular cafes. 

In all matters of Moral Agency Laws ate fujpofed, eithei^ 
declj^red pjr implied; but the former chiefly. A power of 
jk&r.^/.A^'encyis neceflary to the very cxiftcnce of Virtue ; and 

this 
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ftii Utit privilege y not the curfe of icxrourtta^ 
tie feeings to be tried j for it ifurnifhes them 

<»#/tarinfgrcffing« 

,J£ matters of Simple Free Agency occur moftfrcijueatly, there 

are fewer opportunities of Virtuous afts and Vicious, If mat- 

ter& of Moral Agency occur the ofteneft, l^ere ie mot^ ploof cH 

¥iftDe ofibrcd, more trial,^ and more chance of exceUb^Qt . 

falling. 

Trial muflbe accounted of from the Strength of temptation, 
and ^%frequencyi Perhaps Virtue muflf be aocounted-of \fy 
« Uke Tvlty frepttnt reJlfianQe^ and riftofy o9fi,x Ji^Jr^qgffi 
diaults* 

Rational Beings, after a due courfe of dial, may become 

' Milites emeriti * Their toils at leaft may be remitted ; and i 
llatB of Simple free Agency, taking place of the harih fUfci^tie 

, an<J watchfulncfs of a State of Moral Agency^, may become 
their reward ; like Homer's God's ^tiA ^usam^* Or, more 
likely, moral a£^ions may become fo perfeiftiy engaging, vtt to 
Jeave no room for contrary choioc, DieVdtioii is^ on JBattii a 
Service \ with fome it b a Slavery : in Heaven \\ may bf perfeS 

Jreedomy Seraphic hlifs. 

But yet free Agents muft be at all times Jlfefk/ Agents,! 
thougK not in all cafbs : and cotifcquently thire lir^ ttmiaixi' a 
^Joffibility of their Offending. It is faid that ** God eharg^etii 
•* even Hs Angeh voithfolly^ 

The fallen Angels tranfgrefled in the very Article upoa 
vrhich their State depended. Adam was a Moral Agett in otlrer 
inftances befide that of the/or^///</(p» Tree\ diougH ft may be> 
. bis i^ncoTruptibility depended upon that alone* ] * 

Chriftians have the whole Syftem of Moral Duties to fulfill, 
tp preferve their State ; for an eternal forfeitttre may be made 
W cpntmual breaking of the leaft Commandment : nb one Vice 
is difpenfed with upon the Covenant of Nature ;' aiid the Cov^ 

nant 
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J!9nih Q]p(xv|t|iniues of approving th^co^l^lycs^ 
.c^' of tncreaiing dneir ilate of bappiqefs bj 
freOi degrees of comparative defert / that the 
^dvanlages which Adam enjoyed » were heiM 
upon condition of obedience to certain laws; 
was confident with gopdnefs and wifdom. 
Aa. a reaibnable creature, he could not live 
without a rule c£ reaibn } that rule muft 
have had the force of a law^ in order to his 
^beii^ accountable : . Creation and thp mor^l 
government of the world did manifeft that it 
had. , A law then being necefTary, the pcnnt 
whiQh> particularly concerned the wifdom and 
goodnefeof the Lawgiver, was, that the^i^ir^ 
iion of it was proportioned to its reward^ and 
ihat it ipryed at .pnpp, to approve the 'virtue and 
imprwe the bappinefs 4if the creature. There- 
fore the particular ftatit)n of a moral Agent 
does, not; det.ermine whether hejhall be tried or 
nt^^it determines only //^C l^ind and degree of 
his trial I and the queftion with refpedt to 
Adam is pot, why he was tried at all*, but, why 
biatrial ifia^put upon not eating of the forbidden 
fridtiioftbe Tree rf knowledge ofgcod and evil.\ 
which, by the way, is a queftion' that by lio 



•>>. 



.^ns^t of Refttrreflion requirei^ the fulfillment of all its crtnd*- . 
tipng, under the penalty of an eternal forfeiture, "as that doies * 
•tinder the penalty of /fw/(?r<i/, .. • . . 

means 
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ma^ concerns tts^ and h fttttoitaily an- 
- fw»^d^3iy faying^ that k wal the wiil of' <do4. 
Thcffr wis fomcifaing in it moie thurweim* 
:^crftand, beyond di'doobt: ihar therttnMg 
ttlib v^fStotn in it and g^oodnefs^ ss al&fajMj 
certain, for God bhni^lf appointed it. 
. A$ lAl the tonutwcacAtions tnd bidDfeSidm 
of^Gtod with ^en/ whethtf in jiidlgnieiit « 
in mercy> are in OQnrcqtteAc& of iotm ^iSlmk 
or virtual covenant, either dir4Gt(St 9t lAf^iod ; 
w^ exped to fee ia them thfrdiiplay of jutice^ 
andgoodnel3, and truths As the^^ttribfttts 
are cur fecnmy that he will always I4e& i3|e 
innoce9t> and reward the righteous 4^1 >^ 
hisppomifcsj {6 they leave nojroem t6*ex^ 
ped that he will change the prt^poftiDW (»F the 
4-ecoropence of eviWoers lO: eii}>er -Jefe ^ 
more, but will fulfill his ihreatefiingainthe 
Hieafore which he hath declared* What -lie 
hath threatened cmditimaiPjf , he wA folfiil 4Mr 
StimaUy^ and what he ha^ dendvince^ ubj^ 
hady^ he will infallibly exectite : , and^ 4he^e«- 
fore the previous declaration <£\^ fatiSim 
of any covenant, is intended to ppint out thfr 
degree^ and oftentimes the prectfe nature of 
thg ptmijhment which is to follow upon ihe 
infringement of it. The converfe df this ar- 
gumcrtt is true :-~That if through difta«cc gf 
' *- ^ time. 
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ttmc> diiaAge of hnguage, viirious iobtrprc- 
tatidhi^ 6t:zAy accident, that eflential: p»t df 
^ co?enaoty tbt foti^im^ be not pei&dly Un- 
da:ftaod bjr the words v^luch declare it i lifen 
%e inay have recourfe to Arhat God hath in*- 
ili£ted vpoii tfanfgrefibrS) to know wlsat it 
was which he direatened Thd pmi/fjment 
whudi Adam iiifiered doth, therefore, Htffici- 
eht^f make known to us the S^nBion of the 
ciimant in Eden. 

When God placed hira in thfe Garden of 
Eden,- and ^Drbad his bating of the fiaut of 
the tf€i <if kfw^edge ^f good 4nd m/, the 
ibjiinijliori w^s ehforced hji^ii penal ckujh — 
" In the d^ that fbou mtefl thereof thou /halt 
^fureljM^^ 1*^ Ihe fehfe of which hath fceefi 
varioufly reprefented. Some have imagined 
inftant death was to have fcized the tr^tif- 
gfeflbrs^* unlefe the mercy of God had initio 
gated the fentence ; like Ananias and Saphira, 
they v^ere to have expired with their fin in 
^^ ^births. It was upon this obvious fdnfe 
ttf'tlfev^fds that the Tempter impofedhis 
Hi? VpOfi the wdman, fubtitly ^ing hdr, 
*« Yea'^hatkCkdJai^, Tefinttnot eattfe^ 

^^frt'ofBe garden^" Tb" whom' ^\\*bi 

-.v*;» ' man 
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map anfw?rii?g» . " fTe fjfay eat €f^ ike fruit oj 
V ^i^it^^^^,^. ^^^ Gar4en\'but of^ the fruit oi 
" th tree which is in the midft of the Qarden^ 
^\God bath faidy Te Jhall not eat of //, nor 
*\JI:aIl ye touch it^, hji ye die^ :" \\e, replied,^ 
^\Ye f^all not finely die^:" And. io far he 
ipaks truly> in that ihe did not die inilantly 
upon tranfgrefling ; though felfcly ia rc^cdt . 
of the counfel and declaration of God* in 
that flic inftantly forfeited the privilege of iur 
corruptibility, - and became fubje(9t to the fen- 
tence of . mortality. It is no forced coaftrTac^ 
tiop of the words, " w the day that tbou eatr. 
" ejl thereof , thou Jhalt furely die^^ to under-^ 
ftand them as threatening death in fomc indef^,^ 
nite "time : for inilances of a like conftruftioa 

• • • , 

plight be produced. » 

The fentence pronounced upon the : ,tran(^ 
greffors, may ferve as a further confirmation 

of it; for the words, " dufl thou art^, and 

" unto duji Jhalt thou return .y feem plainly 

exegetical of thofe other, " thou Jf:alt furely 

^'die'^r 

^ m * 

. . . . • 

But fuppofing there was great ambiguity in 
the words of iht fanSiiony yet their meaning 

^'1fG<;n, ill. 2, 3. ^Gtn* lli. 4. ^Gcn. iii. 15.* 

would 



Would be fully afcertaindd by fH? event; t"or 
ft is certain that Adam Hve'ct many yc; 
(tearh camfe upon him. Even fentj^fi 
inftanrfy follow his guilt ;, neither, v 
ierfce was pronounced, didhe immedt^. 
^unipment t>i any kind. There apf 
have been fome interval between his 
\\\%fenteme^ and h^'^vittxifmtence and \ 
i^iven out of Eden fr'oni the free , 
Though 4i"e had made the Forfeiture, apd was 
become' obnoxious to tHe Penalty, yet for i 
fmali Ipace at leaft afcerhis offencfe 
ed in pofteffion Of the Means of i 
Ilty and earthly happinels, by "Vi 
the' Garden. And when Sentei; 
houncedj 'the great Penalty .wai 
infli(3ed by the immediate hand d 
natural decays' and inevitiBle', rtiortajily,' by' 
being driveri away from the ufe and p;6flefi/iort 
of that which was the a^polnte'd fupecnaturaj 
meaiis of iricorruptibillty; > ■ t 

We may further obferve, that, having loft" 
the peculiar privilege of the ^den covenqnti 
he IS hot fajd to have w;ho1Iy forfeited the pri- 
vilege of" the covenant of nature. His animal 
life before the Fall had been fuftained by the 
*nftru mentality of the ^'fruiti of thegar%nU'' 

',G«. i. .9; 

E and 






and was continued after it bv the ** beri of the 
^\Jidi^^ ;" and thifir animal life, fupported by 
fucjh daily food, remaii^ed amidft the (decays 
and Q^iieries of a. finite ftate ; till many year j 
Uicreafing thofe decays, .matured corruption, 
apd clofed the fcehe upon him with (he diilb* 
lutioo of his body. Had injlant death beeil 
tbf; , devoted Sandion of the covenant, he 
would have been deprived not only ol^t fruit 
of the, tree of Ufe^ but of all fruit i at once i 
bui^ by being left ii) pofleflion of common 
food^ and only deprived of the incorruptible^ 
w»;lcara that it was not \kzprefent vegetation^ 
but the incorruptioh of his body that was the 
forfeiture which tranfgremori brougrit lipoii 
lilcQ. 3ut the Apoftle hath put the niatter out 
pf, all queftioUi by telling us that the death 
wliick Adam incurred " bath ^^Jf^^ i*pon all 
^^ men :" which authprity and our 'daity ^pe-* 
rienceJufilciently deinonftrate tojis,* t^hatJlr* 
cay^ 'Corr^uptibility^ mortality y whicH have 
pafled or are j^ffing upon all men,' cbnftitute 
VM.pe^qltyj or that deuth^ which was uipulated 
and deiiouQced as the chief part of the SdnSlion 
m^t^e covenant in l^den : I iay, ^6 chief part 
of the Sanifiion s for mortality and its' append 

* Gen. iii. 1 8* 

■ * 

dant 






dant forrows did not make up tne whole of 

'^ * < " ' ■ t ' - - - -*->■,. , '■ , 

the puniffimcnt which the tranfgreflbrs were 
fentenced to undergo. There is reaibn to 
think that^ In the guilt of the firft nhhappy 
Pair, there was not only offence againft the 
Eden covenant^ hut alfo againd thccmenanf of. 
nature : for as this latter is never fuperfeded^ 
but contained in and inforced by all other co- 
yenants^^ whatever offence is committed againft 
tb^fj^ iriuft infringe the conditions of /^/V alfo. 
And if it is a good rule to determine the na-- 
tu^eaf the offence from the kind of the puntjh^ 

tnentj xSac fentence ^n^ the evils which God 

■ ' ■* • ^ " • ■» •.■>., 

Renounced and inflided upon them will juflify 
|his ibppofitioa. They were not only driveo.6ui 
pf the ^Ciardcn of delights and from the pledge 
pf their incorruptible f^ate, ,but the Man was 
condemned to find a precarious fubdHence 
^\inforr(xW bythefweat of his face ^y*^ and 
frpm that hour toil and continual lab0ur be- 
came the - lot of mankind : for the ground 
was alfo curfed"" ; the natural fertility of thb 
jcartb v^ras changed into barrennefs; and 
^^ thorns alfo and thijflesy* in^tzA of pledfant 
and falubrious fruits, became the fpoiitahebuS 
produftion^ of it. . A fruitful earth is \vhat we 

*Gcn. ii?. 17, 18. oGcn. iii. 17, 
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call a natural bkjing \ that however the plea^s^ 
fantnefs and fertility of Eden was the peculidf 
prmitge of the ccyvenant of inccrruptibilityi 
vet the y&ttUty of all the other parts of thk 
«f/j& wasdoiibtlefs the common advantage* (A 
die covenant of nature t Adain, therefofc, by 
being deprived of thU^ appears to have com* 
milted an offence beyond that of the limpid 
Ibrfeitnre of the bleffings of his ftate of incor- 
rtiption *; If we enquire what depraved 
principle fconld make him tranfgrcfs the cafy 
ihjufraiortof'not eating of ^^ the fruit <f the 
^^tree of kno^jokdge t>f good [and evr//* 'v/^ 
may redfbftably 'ptefume what offence he h)ac£* 
committed againft the covenant of hitlireV 
God had provided him with* food vi^lilch' 
jfeemid'to want 'no addition in ]f)l^nty or' rri 
quality, and Which Was' bbtdtificd '^vIt!l6u^ 
tbil.' What therefore could induce' Mni to 
entertain a Wifli beyond this !ifenefK:ettt sfrid! 
bounteous grstnt, but an avidity profceediwg' 

^ > .J • ♦ 

I 

* Adam in feden lived ui^er a t^otoiiConfeftant o/ff^tirks':' 
fhtit . of 'Naturei itid that of lucorruptihiUty ; with refpeArMf 
htfth. he. was ia a ftate of trial tt the ikipe iime. 1 h^ Qrdim^ , 
works of Morality conftitutcd the matter of trial of the for- 
mer ; and the things forfeited by tranlgrcfllng it wtre the ordi- 
naty hkffings of life. Thtforhidden Tr^e ferved as trial in the 
latter, and Incofruptihility was forfeited bj trmfgrefTion. 

i\ . - - either 
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jMther from cov?toufnef» or utfcqipcrancej or 
both ? And thU marks the juftjoc < i fcnl 
fence : " Curfed if tie ground /or tl f j hi 
f* forrow Jhalt tbsu eat of it ail the < f ily 
'^life; tbomi,aIfi.aiui tkijlhs'jhal bring 
**ftafbto tbeei andtbouJbflU fatt^ berbpf 
« tbefeld; in t^e Jweat of thy face fialt tknt 
^'^ cat. bread J till thou return unto the grimidf" 
Thus labour became tlje Jot of all men» "(rfier 
tlttr. iaaocieQt or ^Ity ; fuch labour however 
v&aay be codimd* Jiad pught c^efully J& bt^ 
i4ii)ingMi^d from that additional grief which 
Cod hath fioQC laJ4 vpon thp wi<;J^ i ** 7hif 
*fjfyiikyiba^ .^t^ha^dt t^t^/efiaU^.d^ff 

But I^ta was not alone io die trapigr^ 

fion : the Woman was firft beguiled, and feen» 
to have incurred the.greateft Oiare of ^iltj 
otherwife we cannot account for the peculiar 
evils fhe becamp fubjei^ to. For beGde the 
fbare Ihe unavoidably endured of the general 
evils of human nature, flic had her forrowsin 
bearing and bringing forth children greatly 
muUiplied, and an iocreafe made of chat fubjec* 
tion and fubordinatlon to her hu(band which 



'0«n.ii>. 17—19. ^If>l*ii> Compuc ProT. lit. 24, 



E 3 probably 



54 niSiGGXJR'SE HI. 

probably (he wanted wholly to throw ofF. 
Tfam fxoik uie 6^ ttrmappy pjtir into mifei^y 
and mortality. An alteration is fuppofed to 
h^ve eqfiied in tbc flrength and beauty of their 
l)odiej^ and the perfedl«a of their minds. But 
an alarming change they foiind' in lficrav5>drof 
their God^ and the quiet of their confciences. 
TbdiiriiMiccency, their fvitare hopes and prefcnt 
peace were gone; conviflion followed guilt, 
and fentence convi£tibn> and a£hia! jpunifh- 
ment acquainted them with the extent of their 
lois ^' which/ But for the hiercy df ^dd/the^ 
muft ij[;recoveraSly 'have fuffefed'j'^ahd norfic 
a'toilforiieioad of life unfeleflcd, ' to fmkat 
length into nothing, tf/t^ /i6^ 3^5 t»&V^jftfr^» 
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Cy the fever al Grants of Foodmohkh 
Qttdhafh ptaefiitq Mankim.^ 



1 1 
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ONi^ principal blefling of Animal li^ 
^ that of conv^nifnt ifood ; which ne* 
u^cfljufily clainos a firft |>Uce in our daHy peti- 
ti0QS ;iirid. thankfgtvjRg^^tw the Alipigh^, It 
is then a queftion of fome account^ upon what 
conditions we are fupplied with it, and 
in what manner Gpd hath been pleafed 
to conduct himfelf, in judgment or in mercy, 
in giving) changing, or withholding it^ accord* 
ing as men have become the objeds of hi^ 
juftice or his beneficence. 

The fruit of trees, and of every berbbefiring 
fady was the firft food granted to man, and 
was made his peculiar : for to the beaits 
«nd the fowls every green herb uas ghen\ 
^ ■' 

' Gen. i. ^o. 

E 4 After 



' Aftfef tfie iFall, feme change feems iq have 
Ken niMc in his food,' if the fruit of tf tees was 
not fdr a time even denied him. For we find 
that part of his fentence was, " tBou Jhalt eai 
^^'tSehri of the ^Id'' By which we m^y 
underfland alTherh bearing^fled^ 'orgrbm.i^c^ 
cording to the firft grant, father than the green 
herb aloney the appointed food of beaft& an4 
fowls. It is true, we find fuch a fentence af- 
ter wards in the cafe of Nebuch'adnei^at : but 
the toil which man was doomed to undei^Oi 
to procure his fuhfiftence, malftjs it evjfleni 
that it \^45 Corn, arid not GrAfi or the &€€iH 
ilef'b, which becarrie the food <5f man upO!V 
this Gr^ht i for th^ latter rauft at all timet hawi 
Iftr^ the fpofttane<>us fitoduaibn of the Esmi^i^ 
apd the former cannot to this hour <fedf cidti-^ 
vated'wi^bUt labdur and-Ae fowitwf the 
brows. ' What charige the fmits of chu^ wecj 
nndefwaht,''whethet* th^ loft pirt of rthair 
ilutrMoiii quality ^ u|x>ti this occafioh, k) noc 
hinted to Us. This fod, howe wf, • is ccrtaiav 
that they ihavt n6t fiftce fefteh fht pfopdr^nu-r 
iritnerft of thab, •altht)tigh fdm^ pdrtieaiai; inn 
Ifahcfes niiy be pr6ddcfed to the c6nfe^arft Mo-t : 

Thus ma!>, who> whil^jntiocent, and'^wiithf' 
9 hope fullofioimQ^t^lity, was nouriftied with 
Bo6S, which grew above his head, emblema- 
--:'.' - ■'■ '■ ■ ' ■ tical 
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ticid t)crbap5 of fumr^ exajtation, for tt-^jqfgjrefr 
iion w«s cond€nined to foek it fiottt .the 
grdund> upbrsidpd as it were, with i\is lov^r aa4 
karth-born appetites* . ;, . j 

But not only the ^W of food was .^hanged^ 
and it rpay be in part the qufility^ but alfo the 
pkntifulnef^ of it was reftrain^d and withheld^ 
By induftry, indeed, *' the ikrb of the field beat^ 
ingfeed " hath been improved into a iuffidettt 
and pleajfant fudenance. But before the Floods 
^^ ^hen the heavens "were as ir6n^md the em$h^ 
" bfafs^ and the land did not yield its Jire^gtb\*} 
pr had no ftrength to yield ^ corn afforded a 
precarious produce s for it is intiniated^ ^^ that 
fetd^timf and ^arvefij, cold and beat yfiimmer and 
ijpinter^^' were not regular in thdfc firft^e^ 
of the world. 

After the Flood,. aniix«ll food was.grantea 
widiout reftridtlon ; £?r althba|[h beafb were 
diitinguiihed into dean ^4 uncleai)» yet wa$ 
(his diilindionji 9s Ts xiaoft pronable, only to di« 
redl men ip the choice of Sacrifices 5 it was onljf 
unlawful tQ eat^ Blood. 1^ there ever had ^beei) 
aa intcrdid of the £cuit of trees, it was 
probably XdktxjL dS\fi the Qrant made to ^ 
Noah.' . ; ., . , , ' , . 

• — '-'^ - . .. .-....., ... ^ 
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kW^ifood, di4 not .eiid. with tli^./'.^w. ^ 

tjo^oQ iTctwcen cle$n and un^l^an ^oiniak 
Jfor Jfcrificff ixcpci^iy witlwyt dc^bt, to the 
itofiof RpUg^on in the jigc§ bpfbre Cbrift, wq^ 
extended tp thcyw^^fof the liiraelitcs j and we 
4^^ ;i|pt find that . they freqviently tranlgc^fled 
lbat/^a^//^,in}\ui£tion c^f their law, not to eaf 
of. Animals calM unclean. At ^l^ngth th§ 
]C«^ caipet and enlarged the Qr^t of food 
10 tites) jisto all the wpdd^ ai^d gave liberty 
|P:i9an to es^t of all things freely, whatfoever 
1^ Soul defired, 

, There jrrf remains a fcruplc zhout 6lob J; 
which having been repeatedly y^r^/V^<?;i, and 
not once exprefsly granted as food, may to this 
liqur be unlawful) hotwithftanding any prc» 
fuaxptive argunoients to the contrary. How- 
^ver^ God having provided hetter fodd ih fufi^ 
cic^t quantity, an4 blood being To litde pala- 
table even in the mouth of a glutton ; whether 
it be permitted us or not, is not of touch confe- 
^uencc ; and it can be no great rcftraiht upon 
us to abftain from** it. There were doubtlefi 
rcafons relating to flie pfitaaiVa! ftatte of J^^eH^ 
g:on for di(!ingui(hing between clean and un- 
clean AnimaU in fecrifice, and aftejwards for 
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cxtending^is diftinftion'to footf iri the^ife of 
the IfracHtes, I^or the ^ (time or the 1*6 terf- 
ions, the di(Hh€tion hetween the allowed' iirid 
forbidden fruits of trfees w^s probably 'ttii^ 
before the Fall; But thefc matters aretbofw 
removed fot us to ms^t Vihy ipiiicoveryr of them» 
or well grounded conjedtutc. 

We riiay once for all obfervc in this plaict, 
that God hath always mantfefked hts ^re- 
macy as iP'roprietor, and authority as Govefv- 
nor; of the world, and all things iii it ; liotonljr 
by allotting man his peculiar food, ^ndL hf 
changing of it as qftcii as it hath pleafed him^; 
but his mercy or his judgment, in giving it 
plentifully^ or in T^tbholding it When tnen 
have walked in his ways, ^\be bath mdde ij 
** wUdernefs ajiandingwater^ andvoater-fprtngs 
^^^ of a dry ground "/* On the other hand, as the 
Pfalmift 'leems to teftify ffotnhis own pbferva- 
fion^ " a fruitful land he hath made barren for the 
*' 'mickednefk of them that dwell therein^'' Goci 
often venl)e4 with other jiations, in their turn, 
Jjis^ partic^:ilar threatcnings to the Ifr^dites ; 
^ulv>ili,mal:e^ your, heaven iro^, and yofir earth 
":^ffe/5^ and your Jrengik Jhall ke Jpent in 
^■iVOMi^f^your landJbouUmt yield its in* 
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^' creafe^ neither Jhajl the trees rfibe Icmd yield 
M their JruitK^* And it is fcen in the worlds 
brt^ M gP^Pral . an4 partii?iilar judgments^ 
when men by gluttonyi iDtempprance^ and 
p^r vices, have render^ themfelves obr 
Doxtqas to ^e ^gf r of Cod^ Ant he f^ /^fcif/^ 
f*from them their corn in the U^ne thereof^ and 
•f their mne in its feafin *. For l^eiides that 
geoeiU and mtioiial inflidipn of ^mine) fodf 
iden poverty or iicknefs overtaking individuals^ 
I A fnutfyd^ ]and«iaadupni^eipii$,fea£>q$9 may 
{biriro^th|xii''iathemidft of fdei^ty :^ and it 
HHMCmiot : to the ifufferer^ in allevtadop. of 
|ii$ mk^^ yAxsfjtsfx he pines away thnough 
Ittiitiae or povertyi or diftemper bronghi: on 
liy imeiBperance -; .nd&er is ^e judgment of 
fSod \^ fe^re inmiexalb diaa in the other. ' 
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DISCiOtJRSE V. * 
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Of the Sentence pronounced upon Evei 



» «• 




HIS deferves foinie fiirmer examiwation^ 
The rule which hath already been laid^ 
down *' to judge 6f the trahigreflion of thej 
firft unhappy Pair from the fentence pfO-* 
nounced upon them* and the punKhment t)Ry 
ilii&red^ is» I prefume^ both reafonabie an^ 
true ; and may ferve to lead u& to the i:e^ 
motives which induced the Woman to tranjp- 
greis the command of God. The atfe<3:ion9 
of the heart mufl be in all the famie in kin()^ 
only more or lefs retrained by reafon and thft 
principles of duty. If we enquire ihto tnc^ 
motives which have at any time milled the 
Daughters of Men, and beguiled them of fh^t' 
i^ative ornaments of pure and amiable manners, 
we (hall find the love of pleafure and the love 

* Sec page 4^.. ' 

of 



^ fwdy to have been the chief. The punifli;^ 
riiteh'ts Which Eve was doomed to eridut-e, coi*^ 
TC^drra with this opihtoh ; as thcjrfeem-chief*'^ 
iy pwnted to correa: thofe two enortiiiiJfes, cJciH-* 
cupifcence and a Defire of fuperiority, 'f^ls ncrt: 
perhaps altogether an eafy thing to account for: 
the litcreafcd pdin d( ch}!d^beari% t($ wliich 
women were made fol^cdl above alf 'other fe- 
males, unlefs we confider it as a token bf 
Gbd^s dilplcafure for the ifri^gular PdHbris of 
the firft woman, and to ferve as a taiition ta 
ail her daughters : 'tipbh this fdppbfitrdhV fiie 
felatibh iis evidentljr kept up between harr/fw^ 
and hbr puntjfhment:' The pain of - dSiW-hear^ 
ing -is hot with all women aljk6,-''iiiuch lefs^ 
ff> the danger of it s and both of tfeehiV efee^^' 
^a% the latter, may be rendered'tefs for mii^ 
dable by a life of temperance aftd 'moderate 
employment : and by the Amerfcah womdi/ 
a$ we are told, they are fciarcely regarded^' 
Vet is there in all cafes room to diftingui(h bd*^ 
tween the farrows of v/omen and all other fe- 
male^ and fufficicnt to carry. our minds back 
to, that part of jlje fentence upon Eve, *' / 
iwiU greatly tnultiplj thy fir rows dncliJj^cdh^ 
ceptimi. injorrow Jkalt thou brim ^/fort\ 
** ^&*/fli!r/a • ••"which words imply, that Accords 
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in&to pfiinigenial cQnftjtuti9P,. '^ott^^W^^}^, 

t^TiTOSi^^tl* .children, . as without^, /^pjd>t, 
TijiVrOtfer yfcmalcs do ; . b»tf fqr the ..tauife^ 
grciSon of . the firft woman, . th^re \rais ^ jn-r 
cfcafeofifoj:rows ord^iicd^ .:>: ' 

^ AM<>,jtHe remaining, pgrt of the ipi>t?ii?e, 
«/i&y 4^re Jball be toj^ h^and^ and: he 
^^ Jhall fvltover thee^* it will be neceflary to 
have recourfe to the radical meaning of th($ 
twt) words. which we tranflate dejire and fule^ 
in order to underftand it, * The Hebrew word . 
pItSf * |«:Operly fignifies to rave oAcut^' in. 
iiU ending upon a' per/on^ or, promptd voluntas ei 
bipfuentia ergof aliquim ) acQOrding to wh}cl>^' 
tbe.meaning is evident : 73&y running to andfrp^ , 
tly ^endamejhatt be to or upon thy hujbdnd^ 
The : word W'^, it is true, does fighjfy. 
fiiperipriiy, ,4X<^ellency, and from thence xulc . 
aa<4d&t»inibn'; as of a King over fubjefts> 






. • Vid,,Tayl- Concord. & Thefaur, Pagiu in verb, p^fcf. 
'jsxstk Abrahato interprets it, to Mm Jhdll he thy ohetfcnce^ ' 
^ni'Qe^D^^ 'T^^: w>ot, plJJf or pptjf, (for they bre^«ifeiHy. \ 
wlMed), ^ figtiifies dtfcurrtre ; 'plj{^ fignifies a leg \ '.bence ♦ • 
it alfp fignifies, to run to and fr6, ' being the office. 9f the.;, 
figs'. A ^rfon runs to and fro in eagerly hunririg ^ after Wne 
wbomb'^io^^ \ < behce the meaniisg ^^dltr^m. It (l^ritlit^W * 
mnning to and fro in the fcrvice of any one ; heacc its (igni- , 
^catioa of SubjeSlion% ' 
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''4£' ^idi^bu over Itam* ; a ilewiaid ^ver^mi 

MOidkL It is ^pptied tothe di^o^fikm t£ 
God^i ftnd'Ukewi^ fo the fupirior 'hrigiitndb 

-^^Uki Sun *iid Moon above liie btfi^ lieir* 
venly bodies* Bwt to iextexid the meaning of 
k in this place to any one of ^ie, in jfihse o^ 
ies wotdd be thought incoofiibent Witfai jdftice^ 
and in others with plain faft^ 

The truth iS| ifce man, aca)rSng to St. 
Paul's argument, '^ fbraied &S:;. which 

l^recedcnce imf4i^ rupedority ; andr fucb, a$ 
iouR: necef&rUy &bf]^ in a certain 'degree t6 
brcierTe the peace and order of &aai coa^ 
oioloDS. It is probable the wboian* had co/til 
ceived envy againft her hufbahd upon ttiis ac* 
tount'jand had flattered herfelf with- the Hope 
of gainihg the fuperio^ity by ettin^ '^f the for^ 
bidden fruit : but afte^r her trafi%i»edion, bei«r|^ 
grieved at her .dif^ppointoieqit, arid finding 
herfeif debafed by the crime which iktte^ 
|ier with exaltation i ^ for that reaibn\ Vo' bring 
do^a to a I^velvwidL herfi^ one^ virhoft fu* 
peri(M'ity ov«r her ihc was now left able^^W 
fabq)it to than b^fjQse^ ^ tempidd^tm' «S{ 
f^tgf the iaix^e df^gpading moc&k i>Whmp99t^ 
QtjWu^la^^ thec^^ght W 

in her conduct, the motive for it appears to 
have been the obtal^in^^ by. any means a 

\::ov^y^^:i\ '' right 



I5g!^i^,,|>ri?rkjr and .pp3fedjc|i«!p> wk^h 09^ 
h94 JW^g^cn hep in.pr«»^oa,: but »$ JH^ 

f»t jgcni^f ally |s. ^ iRWwd,.«f JWfi- 

.^j^. r^fu%c54 gfcafv Wd W^rje irkfpijp^e j lyjd 
X^fp§.jiggpbVi^.hfixV:^. »a ^i^jduous.a^eqtipn to 
j^ )^^llaQ(| fsxyAoe, ^b4^fi bim|the.r«^ 0wr 
^, There ip, .ti<w«yef. .« cicpymftanTO 
jyi«jW<f|> «^9jQ:.^i.G^o^ u?. tp cpnfidcr d^cfe word^ 
^.,o^yffat^!plj^ a dedaratipn of .that natural 
^bQitdjpa|;K)p ^A regular .'difpofitiun eff&^i. 
ff^Shp JffcU-feeiiig of hmM^..focie|v, zaimr 
j^fff^ dji^^Wm ithecpconocqy of alltho^ 
fffrts . ^f ^h<? Hniverfc vi{hich wc have beqp 
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. , To, 6>%ii afi4 ,allv the rcfcntnicnt, jea^ 
4];)U0r,. , a©4 jpiiMynol" . Cain a^nft bis Brother, 
9fld^w?8„p|i?afed to declare aijd eftabli(h ^c 
xj§\\^.,(^,rMifmgmiW-e by the iame worIs.: 
t^^JeJi/reJbalikfJtQ tbee^ and thou JbdM futi 
'.* aif^rMrpK .. It wUl hcdiffie^lt to give a 
«giftl^(|tit i)»«a^ii^ to.theie. .yvprds, if w6 fup- 
:tMfk^i^^ ifflply any thing «lfe. It is hqt 
:piol|ftWe{th(^<idd^fig«cd to gtijitify the ci-oc^ 
ftff^iHid jambOffJii. of .;C^n wilh a fi^htpF 
iM^imilld donunionv .dr.fhit hc'fali^e^c^thp 
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Vljfifeb'as Abel t<i his granny. • If Wccotrftfhr 
fuffoi^'kiid faa;; they vrtt! help us to- d m 
X3q)ranati6n]bf the ftilrt'd of the Sttpfem<$ tK*> 
rtwSdi-ljo*^ In this'and'thc othw ittfhacti'fot 
"wd' Tlriay clearly dffdiiW his will in thttftby 
*wHat ha^' unlfortfily happened itiali tmtioas 
Families. 'From this beft 'commeiit' topoft die 
lip^oihtmenfs of God we" learn, tfi4t • neither 
the '^ufband nor the Fii'ft-borii 66n an? 
raiied to fuch fiiperiofity als IttipHes powttr 
anrf dominibh/ nor the Wife ihd! yoiin^*r 
CJhildrcn depreflcd to the iuborditiatioti; tidd 
" iui}jeaion 6t Strtrarits. But ik Iti all fbckdes 
Iflicfc muft be fomd Principal to take *^ 1cft4 
and condudl the rtCt, that order ahd^ire i^gU- 
huity may l)e confer ved J lb it apptfarSTcafon- 
'ablc, that he who wiis firfl formed diould be 
allpwed to be the head : and pHorily of cr^S- 
tion, or hirth, was allowed, arid indeed ap- 
■jpointed, as a fighificant tfeilaratioitt teFtiie will 
o^ ^qd in the iiiatter. ' We might dbferve 
alfo!' tW the aiileren-ce of -frame, h&th^ti 
mind and tx)dy» between die'Mait ahtf^i^ 
'Woman, whereby the one is fittetf fft^J^thc 




.texture aod the gehtltnefs of her -irttonifrs, 
fcpms manifeftiy ^figtied for tho; iftbre' ttfn- 

fined 



fined bat qqually ; itnpor^nt and honourii^iB 
employ ipeiifsr; j^cm^ qva th^e faqie iiu^n^oh 
of. tbc AiJr/5?tOitf4 Ip vw>p\is,]^janwljcs,Jit,is j^t 
:utcoRMato, tQ tfpe tl^i$ 9rdfr of" ProvW?nas 
. viobtcd « It is fuperikipus to remark what itrt^ 
gularlt|r 4od diilurbaoce ,thc . head Arpng , p^« 
ibns aod jutuuii eiK^rQ^chments of the Scx^ 
uppu . c jch; otbet have ocQafioncd iii the oeco- 
i)omy of hfc;> . to their rnqtual unhappiriefsj 
«Rd jfomctimes ruin and deftrud:ion* AVhcn 
Huibands. bear tjrrannk Avay, and exert a pri-' 
vjlege, allowed for the , protcftion^ . ftippgrtt 
find etpojij^nieiu of, the tender Sex^.tg. their an- 
<iQyanic}ej^ when-elder., BcQthcrs make uie^of 
that diftinftion which pod gjvej them fs'l^irfl' 
born^ to afjert a prerogative to rule arid doihi- 
iiipf^^ t^fin^ theJViafters rather than the Lead-* 
.(er^;aftd- Protedlo;:? of their Tribe; when 
'Wiycf[ bajar the fway, or y^hen younger Bfo- 
,t|;V??& > wf*irjR the rights of Primogeniiure I m 
,aU !!feefi5;C?^8, ;pvherein. natural order is dif^ 
tufhpdy and . divmp Oe^onomy violated and 
i^9^3f^^?. wretchednefs n^uft follow in cTofe 
^i^pn^^ftW?F. , T|w? natural fubprdination of 
^ >y'oa?an, to the .Man ioiplied nothing of 
^I!gija4atipn J apjd, whatever degree of degra- 
. ^ftfioniPiay be. fuppofcd to be iniplied in the 
. Sf9tfmp^,afttr the Fciiii v^tthe Man hafh no 
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authority to injury but is iovefted with the 
noble 'charia^r of Guardian and Benefactor : 
a charaSt^; which then reTOfts the moft honor 
upon hinifelf, when it is employed to increafe 
the idttre ot the Woman's accompftfliments ; 
for Wooien, thou^ not equal in point of 
beadflup, may rieyerthelcfs be equal in virtue 
.and -true excellence. When Social connec- 
tibi^a are preferved. ix^ juft harmonj; when 
Ihere is lio fchKtn in thfe body, and all parts 
of it perform their due and prcfcribed fiinc- 
' tfoos fqr the welfere of the whole ; the ^nfc 
between the Sexes is that generous one of mu- 
tual benevolence, . the provoking one another 
,;ta good works ; and the ilTue of it hiiitual 
dpd cxai Jed blifs and excellency. 

XJpon the wholCi^ if we are to regard thefe 
words as paf t of 'the Sentence upon tl^c Wo- 
man for her pride beffore her fall, aipiring to 
be more than her Hufband j or for her envy 
after it, that while he remained innoceftt fhc 
was fo far depi^fled beneath hlmj if, I fey, 
her natural fubjedlion to her hufband was in- 
.crcafed, in juft doom for attfimptirigan tmna* 
tural Superiority ; it muft' be confidered as in 
^ .l^iijf degree an Evil : and it is evident thit 
ibme misjudging ^ Women, by their diiputes 
concerning it, do make it to be fuch ; their 
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warmtfi of pppofitlon indiiputably fetting forth 
in their own particular cafe, that xhp prtnrir 
dence of^ Cod is at work to fulfill tlie Aectcn 
of his jufticc upon all thofe' who rebel s^inft 
the principfes and order of his GovermdenL . 

At the fame time it teiuft be remcmbeecd, 
that wiih the good and Virtvious^rrDf tiie fesc 
it ceafes tp be an evil ; it is oftentimes iiicUl 
of virtue, i means of brightening cxccll^cc^ 
and noit i^Dffequeqtly a ^urCe of wfuc dcHght : 
for what can exceed thepieafuFes^f the wife 
Woman's affedion for,* and affiduoOT- attend- 
ance upon, her hufbahd for his happinisfs^? 
And in general we may remark, in virtuous 

. Families the womert are honoured, rtlpeftei, 
exalted'; in wiikccf FamJJics they are f<:arcd, 
or hated, ordelpife^/ ' Iri virtuous iCiftgdoms 
tliey* enjoy natural lib6rt:y • in abandoned of 
fuperftltioiis. Communities they are dcpreflfed, 
?^."%?4 p3^'n-eedoip'ai*id every valuable priVi- 

, }fge^^'^n3 Vxpofed tojilfijU'and'hardtfllp, " ' 
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DISCOURSE VI, 
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1 f 

Q^ 4be Change the Jirji Pair un^ 
derwent : ami fdme further Con--. 
. jequ^Tices of f heir Tranfgrejjion. 

IT W4S one p^rti?uliaf evil confe^ucDce of 
. Adam's fall, that it i^^de a great repu^-? 
pancjCjarife between ^is .defircs and }^i^ con- 
ditioii. It is eyideot };ba( Qod h^d frame^ 
hin^ for an earthly bappioersi bad gjsfen hio^ 
f>rppenfities to mal^e hiip long after^ and fa- 
cultiesj;o enjoy it ; ^ijd in his wUiiom an4 
goodnfjfs did alfo frame the world to anfwer 
th^ defitts. which tbefe propenfitics produced. 
Bdt Man by Sinning having at once £:>r^i):ed 
iJaat earthly bl jfs which by coyehatit he en*- 
jcyed^ the . confequcnce was nioft fatal to 
Ijiir. ^; Twice the defire^ ; remained, whilQ . the 
objeds of them were forfeited, and either 
imf^hilated or cl^anged.. That continual folir 

citttd^ 
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citude after an earthly, hapj^inefs^ whigh we 
£ee employing the attention and induflry of 
all but a very few men in the world, is 
but the effcd of thofe defires with which God 
Earned n)an when he plaged him in Eden^ 
And that no lel^ condant difappointment ill 
thcir;^ pyrfuit, which allj fompUtin ^of, js buj 
the curfe and cpnfequcnce pf 'the 6r(t tranfr 
greflion *• 

. Remorie is in all mind$ a feeling of the 
fame kind, and only varies in degree aqc9rd- 
ing to the malignity of die crime which gives 
birth to itj and the f^ndbility of the bfictider. 
And as experience is ;an undoubted guide ii^ 
matters of our i;:omQion inatMre, every oae th|^ 
hath the "unhappy recolledion of what he hai 
lett upoh the commiffion of a notorious of-4 
fenob, miy conceive what pang inmded the 
hreafl:^ ^^ ^e' firfl: unhappy P^r jmmediatdiy 

- * To- tcatli ns to Hyc ii^pk? the '^orld, and tp pve^come. 

;|1^ oatiij^l Uit difproportlbaate deiire we 'hare of its onjoy^ 

inents, has beea a great part or the aim and . boaft d/ Fhilay 

^ph'v. ' Bulk h tbeiFwh iD^ChriA aloa« wUfih caa'giV'o 

"uarfh)^ vido?y»: and,.thei¥lQr^. it J^as been one prbcijmLprcf 

^cept 0^ hi^ ]R.^igioiiy "jSr/ J0fr afcffhks m things ahp^^ 

'« an4not on things on ihe^lEarth!^ AAoi" jfl;:.^e ftiVggU 

• is great, and b^cbnies aipurce oft^rozi^ «Hn^ta^o% khd itn exeiFf 

^i4e of'Faft^'; ii^id .when enfiuv^ .ipanfuUy, aa afgum^nt alT^ 

. jp^Vijtue, Patiencp,, wul Forthmlc. ' '' ^ •' 
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li^thfeir.frfl IHakh^ they fbfkrtgi^ 
fcrour of boi, tod . the tnanqoiJity o€ M lio*^ 
fp^ed confcif nee ; th^ j^t^ce >rnd tJbe h^« 
they hid Sovtattd i tnd the itreparable hi^adl^ 
tbi^ had made of theiK inrtoeenry ; were tnofl 
Jikfly to oppi'efs tllcm with deep dfcjc<5tkm inil 
^Klf^ibborpehcq. And^ the po^t ^olce hoti^ 
^ic^nce of £ancy, but the canvjiftioite -of 
Itatucal feeling, wb^ he dc(cn\KA iiiasA 
tent: ftnd agitated l^itfe various pdffidns :; 

. •* ■ Tfffir , ini»ardftaii tf mind^ cabn reghti wrf «?, ' 
' ^^ Jndfi/S of ftat^ jH^ Hji '^ turbukMr - 

But diri^ ii!itlandM;f ffiHt of tbeir 6am 
4i^, a^hdtigirit miift have hel^st£f}e(i thctr- 
abticftlfeiice' of Sirii* ydl iifas not a dfiifficicm 
balance flgalnflr the increafed inclinaifbn toi 
fx^mbit it. Having pBtfQfkierided itLdcqfoaitiN 
ance #ilh guSt, it* wa^ a fhofter bufinefe' ta 
Improve It uj ait tdfihtacy j and thdr nliada 
yrere; mdr^ bent to f^k the &cond gratification 
than ti^ iiv% Virg^ ino6cence H^th ^fnQ^ 
deffy mnd inecperit»p«. ;^ its . g^rdif ; the 
j^iDiijhipt hating j^tt been exciced hf forbiit ; 
dowwoiiicifife jcpiaih placid ahd ientoe^ rBut] 
^fi^A tfce&. i(j^i^.haii:e been dc^royed^ 9nd 
taftd^ikd ^graififiMtbn has^e rpu&d thb^pafikms ^ 
Ititd it)ul£vlt and i»bclli6(l ; thdn the ttiibd 
h^^dt on to cprruption; Eveiy frefh di*: 
ftbnifnioj';b * • of 



tile prbgritil d| carM^titw iff' ikdftmi -^^tsiiit 
ippaaiimo whar ^te of dapr a^^ and niMflk^ 
i^ lie bad y^Hutt^ HmSA% ^a tbat i^ior-m^ 

](»: Paitfketn Inddtd cme muft be afb^ 
ft d^ 49al%nkyofIii^vfi]^:gttiliev afr * tkam 
when .tfaepttritjp <>f hia^wtil «iild .tbe^drength 
gnd perf^ftk^ of his' undorftandiDg ^ ' aU 

l&i¥cd to;liave received no -ildiaor dttnimi«i 
tkn^ £ar. t^iere appear OiOt in anjir oflluxcQtofi 
moa^times of his^ poftqrity^ greater Jba£aax& 
gold folly* ^- .. .. ... , : V . • . ,. . .^> 

.ButJSiii^iafallibljr depcEcrai thctdmkrfiattdh^^ 

fi^. ixdi Mlihr^neiiL ^Ipdeed it «ffe<^«the.im* 

^ ... ^* ■ . 

teUa3ualijpawer8» ac^ oaly.b}2^ weakf niog <lif 
(bengtb and iqutene^^ hut hj . pei^^taogr^O' 
uic ;of /.tkem^j Wickedaefv by di&^dmf^^ 
Adatn v^itba vasietyandcoatratiety^ofixsrf^tts^. 
diittded^ h^^wersi and by nr^iig :hkQ:J30; 
pbi&eeflds inconfiilentwith diat fitne& aadi. 
^flgroil^^iutljarc whttbCod had iriterbr6bly . 
cqi]^hQl;edr K^d^red hki biowledge^foolifbi ^ i 
♦ iSow' rtluch die beadty a«d ftrengdaiijof bis.. 

l)6dy Wa^ imp^icpd li^ h» afeoaafilyd 

io deteri?:uned 
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4ictetihihQd hy ittooding to:the^QSke obicrv««^ 
timit atstti ;rafxi»iBsco<^. It k well knowii^ 
tiult jli^ulnd& and; intemperance m\\ mcft 
Anlf: dim4&i(ih,J>ut a^iUy erafci.tb^inpft^t?^^: 
traSive rgraces. of tbQ hufigAn ,<:ofin$eawce i 
md ev^iy a3 of SiR.wiU bavt ks propoctiofial 
Hlc6bSI:« The d^edion of .remorfe di^Eem 
^d^y> . from tlie , ^mne ; luidichearful look of 
iit«oGence. Inordintte. dc^e, and di&tM^g 
and every affedipn of the nuad, wiUlea^e i^ 
iia^isflion in Uie lae^ The natural catrente 
df the blood, changed by being irregularly 
jniDpeUtd and retarded^ muft have Jbad di> 
cqnaV bad effcdt ' both upon the , bejaiity and 
ftrch^th of the body ; and the dfteays which, 
wiTQ confcquent upoa the lofs of the cjovct 
Slanted hicorrupttbil^ j that languor, and^ 
thofe gradual approaches to diilplutiQn which, 
tdl ind advancbg years brought upon hitn^ 
vrhich doubdeife he very foon unhappily ex4 
pericfwcdj let himfeelJwfcKy flf^dfjnadneft 
of the choice he had n^ade, and Impaired; hi^ 
vigour whij« thfcy Bttdcrmiii^ his Hapt^ 

.But chiefly the lofs^of the favour of Qo&i 
^Mltccffiirv at onccto.fillhis naimLt*ith fcre>§ 

■' - •' - . - . . . .. . . ^ -«^ V k ,. - . V • ■ " I *'» J ' .' J J I ^ < 

nity, 
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nhy^atid to kc^p him (kady and oprightoi^ 
his'duty^ mu(l! hiave gr^dy ^idad him; 
Ai^<}od is the Givar of all statural good^ £o he. 
is the urrdoubt^Founcain^f moral exoeUeqtei 
It rs.tltfdagh his Spirit th&t hitelltgent Bekigs 
tbi^ik anil do fuch thirigi as be rif^tftd^v lit- 
continual influence is peoti&ry to perfe^ tfadt 
natures, atid, like the Sun in the } mltMitd^ 
woi'Id;, i£ the caiafe and ptindple byA^hKb* 
they become fruitfuL <3od's ovdr^mling^ 
ikndif^ng) and gladdemng influence is^tbi^ 
i^^tural mharitatice of sdl fuch - afr . haver not* 
ft^eieed their cfdraAoni by difobedknoe* ' Ik 
tr ui^j l!f48 ho where affirmed to be-.a ttrnii ci^: 
ther of the^/S^or fMmi cdvenarit with Man; 
iic»rkiif^£U^'mentJoneda8 part oiS'^any but tbqr 
^^i]^/^;^'^'<:dveaani': neither* is the forfidfuttcf 
cf itieprfefettttd as rt»ald»g part'of tljip loft^ 
^'^^ Adam idMhtii by his tran%reffionv 
Nevertbel^^ M it is fo effisntial a bkiTin^ the 
catifeand pndaqfd!eofchte(ful9efa andfclf^iaK 
tb^diovi; and as It w^reiheiife^iupval gdod^ 
iilfs; ' it is^ hard 10. imaging atiy one who ia^tv 
the favour of Qod without partaking of -»hiCf 
lioly Spifi^ii' ^ any oovwant of .godd thiibgs 
iQkl^ ividiQU^ir^ <of aiiy one who isuaa)ftattf 
of diatl^wry, without fnffering the lofs of it a^ 
©W? pfffi^P^ ,ey:4^<?^^^? I^rfeiturf . This forr 

feiturq 
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liitftactww. i^tttniw^ .hy^M^m imd€r,.tbc cor 

imi^9lfpf: ii^prrup^ljty pply, Jbtft iiDfJiK tha? 
dMti0^jmiaH>kmd fo truly 4£iplorablc«, ; 

bftoogln morale vit ^of tiirhicfo a}one4 wtmlii 

.1i6vUD4«fto)od' to 4^^) ^^ tbeworldr All 
•£tM'' pffinotes whacb Ao rfKi^$ ^r if]^ tun^ 
paft Wave appeared in the world, have ariient, 
«ot)'Mi/^itff from &is fyi^^ maregula^-of^ 

'10AW»L^d;'2»a^ (ttodu^iOil ; fo .that ^ery 

'^fttan^VHliiM^Bed.ta hisjQwn tmn%r«fiion«i iS( as 

railfy aind ^t^baally dieaBthocoSEvil^f a^ h? wh^ 

^HlHiriktcd ibch thhig upon the mrtlu* With 

^^hM c{ ^ fofhiidien Tree the di^ b^w^ 
h€ iomvtilixoA it: ii is- ^ik^ tint J (hAlL be 
iilt^ed to^illortt^lvkh«etn^^ I aco 

at ^k tihm^t ^d«[(iaiMli|e(fc) tfitbiiiny dw^, .aod 
ilUfi^cifer to-morrow, when^fiiilkited to tranit 
greft It^.^ ' IFIn thkt^re8lttg^ia«nciil • of tM^ 
TiliiH iiikke ufd of *h<^ afliftance ^flfardcdwe 
Trom^'Av reafo#,^a**i«f Hv * 




niter the 6Vems x^ to^morrtnr, and rhcve^^iktili 
ous than I am at this houn But' if 'tHtftpyor. 
j^iities v^^hich f have in my nittirei M4yeAc^« 
ibever thfey atife^ thrdugh thy fihftfl tMgtea; 
ai^e rdflfered td oi^rcomcth* ?€iafoM, motives; 
ahd-*refl:nlinte, wbidl ar^ ghr«)i -tcy 4edd ifidilb 
9.'bctter pit^i^c^, I tk«n Autll^givei^inii tt> mH 
create* Evity ^hk^- ^db^ relcift at 

-' How 'A^m<Mmtw ttmigtjdk at\^sSk^» 

«ii% under A(Mkl by* tae^ Trbm 1 i<)df: v^K^ 
to the ofBsm^es I haw commttted this dw^.MiA 
er^y> day • )^f :my life: ^fi.: Bim^ icieijb/.^ 
isf fmiiVtad is «a cnotkiD of iMW £yU . W^ 
eilrth, wbidl taf,6My ]b«lb omfed^ JtJs; jp«* 
^«ad iro: fHsn'srfiiilt tbiSc '^ h^ t^ t^i^Rtod > it 
^'is ' th^ ^om^ion x>f qur ^ Xpii^Qal vt^qfefc.; 
■^^ ilis the t6mbat ^^pv^Mch eGod. calls tils' to^ Sgr 
•^^^he j*c*tf:iaiiditrial.of our yirUie. , . Thefi 
»<-€)nly ir^ ttflc. guilty, /whai wc ^ff.ffi^y^p 
^^teti^f^tiona^^and SoaUkp , Qod tp. jR^QW 
^ the j>feafuve$ or the ^ins i^t.y^hidf^^ 
JMtiYxmy endeafvour to excuib\ their t»t|i^ 

; ^!i6mrftV)rran4^«A4ii» fiauft be .aUflW^ k^ 
rihar^rof /thisexcufe, »6j fariaait ^oes>jn QMI- 

: MM^tJFS^rP^'^^ f^'P^^ -^ without aUyn- 
..>,. mcnts. 
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HttWfantetbcm?' ■•'^./ /,^'/' . v. . 

^riiTJiMt' tbit umfga^SBomi (^' the iirfl-Mui 
^irpu^Bo&'dirsnew tbihg in^ thd worldi is cei> 
it3iaf;j*\ Bnt tf the Soii9;^cdF.A4am had ixot^^l^ 
4Mved Ids fiMamph^ t the. evil ^ fm mv^ ^avie 
.I?c0r«t an. end ^ ^ItkMgh Pt^er evil%-a^ con^ 

ieqdSllKC»i>f th;tt.tfamfgre0|9qi ^^tjaunl; ^94^4 

DPt? . P^rtkiiiarly dnefe evil coniequeoqes 

ntisinained^ that Am way %q iior .Wf^^^x^rade ear 

fiei^;:u^)e!t€9nfiptati3(»^t9'fi^ W0re .49cna»fe4.m 

riBvun^ef tod Areiigl^^ andat beaam^ upon 

'many accoonts more difficuk to ika4<a life.of 

: fir^ pbedieo^ >tbaA^bef&rc• . Ith^ <vi]^ pro« 

fye^gfies M*n ^re born whh, arc; .qp;rtainjy . in 

-iw^py flaAw ^t^atct- gi: Icfs io ;propqrtipp tp tb* 

ilock^hey Xf^iftgfrom. .JFot befidc3rtjbe fproc 

/pf l)i%bad exampky .a oian^ by wea^enin^ in 

fbimfcJf ihe habit of virtue* may reodf r his off- 

ipritig lefs firm and ^eady in performing the 

duties of It r^ for,, without dqubt, .Children 

tmf ^hiv^^ a bem or iilclication ta what i$ 

ifroh^^ex'trJiduce. As languid hesSth, and 

ibpdily; iofirmitics^ arse. oftiW; Qovfijlhunlcztcd 

«^m'£ather&7to their Cluldcep s ib •ai^ft:.had 

^ttfttpcffajtacht of tnihdi and dlibfdered Mf- 

\fibp,s* ' )iyJ)4Ch will .foccp a, nj^lural ihcentiyiC 

to o^^K^^^ndidoubk ihc difficulties and %s^ 

^'^nk . of 



^f vyrtubv Without it^ndbing' tbin^df ^«fr* 

Deceflarily or unjuftiy, cannot wf mtoi pti»^ 
jfietvcj from- 4he finoilkrky of di^^tioa^rtfaac 
4idd hU mmd been as iltidly guauxlo^i' md 
^preferved void of offence^ as by thtt rulu^ 
trod'skwsit ought to have been} htsr CMI» 
dreh's propenfities to do wibng would slot have 
Titcrf fo viMent; nor a virtuoos lifc^a: tttflc-^f 
lb' much difficulty to them, i^hcmay^pcrefeivc 
iftl^? Yct'ftflf arc they altogether accOttooAle 
for their own bad aftions, and when they of- 
Tend, have'lhe whole Weight of guilt laying '« 

their own door* . ^ ' 

' ^But'^6 (Hew Whait, nbtwithftanding eveff^ 
there'pfopcnfJtie^j^'the generadbns of men might 
"have performed 'through the aid 6( the' affift- 
ances aSbrdcd them, and that the ihcreafe of 
^adual guilt, though probable; \vas hoi he- 
^cefliary " and unavoidable ; One Mari,' wh6 Hafii 

'" ^ /* For (he bdrantige 6f Htifhan Nature, let It at thi Um 

?*»^Pf?PW»^ ftoFY^rflWtta fathers to theit C^drfji.^.^ Jjff 

^ cultivation of the more generous aSe^oos. apd the ifeftraint 

up'der which the pai&ons mky hehabhually' held, wtll'TePVe 

i to iiicrcii& f etfi^ioiii and dioiitdlL iupmAtf'til fiiinwm^VlB 

. frequeutly fetn, ytt they arc without; doubt /M^ji^ ; a»d are. to 

■■>( '^- '^-V -V^'i '•.^Tj. ' .rn r\>K. ; ■•^iJfi 

be brought into the account, When we come to elbttiatb tAe 

i- fince 
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ttk^n^vmat ^^wkt^ .cpucfe of iriaf'wtdir 

jtfgy'j ,^t t^ey were mcap^^l^ c^ ,d(^9g (jgoQ^ 
ifr 45 »ljO jnerit ^pcrioj; bB^nff? : nay, evpu 
4ji^ptpo^iiig>tbc<p $» ha. obedkyit uv ^v^ry rdf* 
peSfc, y«( being under no cov^aht but thitt of 
l«ai^r0a haviiig err Attaindcsr c^ biood> their 
^p&d wor)» c'opjid ^^4io l)ighcp than to etK 
tide diMh to- the ^njforf citecf bleflings of that' 
.oovenar) ty £9r4;flv and perifhatie bidSihg. 
' It is ftri^ Pliiic^hy' .to conceive £o jofithfe 
tfeoefiky of ifwin^ Saklifi'cafidn;' ih^ alT i^ 
tibnal creatures (land' m need of k % and'th£|^ 

* • • • 

JBakig» -cca ptr&rai^ -no- ACOsp^Me li^kic 
vHtkMM'fK.- fhl^^h^ thelbri^'df i»to)'4)f 4iM^ 

l^d^ ttndiK.^ ,ii»P«4ift ijM^ed, • btt£vp^4' 
4ipillMPfdiiibattrt-<iiF^^K«in« affiAj^/v^r 
|lM teVtf'tffeJr -iiiilai^iryi-'tee tbey W^c' 

ww^ftj^-iflowipiv ^ .0^^ <R« grace' 

«jc:^ *-' without 



p;r a c <^ tr, it^ s .E. .Vf . 8^ 

Wl^K)^ i'Fl^^ipb; neither tbemiUvcs-. ik^ ^tj^ 
b$^ obedience could biccome fandii]cd« ,Thi$ 
C<iaicd,^tK>Ids good even upon the fuppojfel .of 
ll^cif frec^^tp (>bm adual guilt* - ; ; 
^, !Bi>t tfjeiK: is, moreover, in all Men, at ccr^ 
tain times, an a<^ual dldndination to virtHous 
dcefk i If liich ioipiies^ jtt Ica^i ^<^Ii degree of 
Epnpi^^ds /na^ be fairly conilrii^d into nniorc 
ih^n bare infirm^ ; and which, if not. a Sirt^ 
^et Tenders the peribn who thereby becomes 
Ittke^varai in,h» jdul^i l^sanobjci^ of favour: 
w|i«n^bpb9th perform^ i(: for obedience, . 
% ordfF: Jp b? perfeft, (houldbe ready XtkA 
j^e^fful^ . Was rt wt fofnc argument indif* 
favour of the ion, who, when his father ..de-« 
fired l^im to go grid. work in the viacyard, fCr 
plied, V §jr,.I will not r although bfe affe^ wtrd« 
rfpcnted, and wpnt; IJpw differeftt thji frotfi 
tqf Qbqdi^nce of Angels, of whoifo ^e hav# 
8^^ implied teftlmdny, that, they isilways^ do 
ff>e wiU.of 4be!r Father whi<^ is ih Heaven. 

But neili^F is this all, as wfe have ieen ; inaA. 
much as wt receive a bent and hiclitjatioir t^. 
vic<( ex tr^cii which oi%tnal i^(i$fiiiigd» t^ 
wrong^dpingj idded to the backwi^'iibc^f-id^' 

'^Calt di%ia|i6c«tiop:fo5% ^aveur.'pf Q»ikt 
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From the nature and expref^ tctms of this 
covenapt in Paradife^ we fee that Adam for- 
feited its privileges for his pofterity, as well ai 
for Ihimfelf,. For having thofc privileges, nb 
lpnge.r in poflefSoa, he could not leave thfeni 
as inheritance to his Children ; fpr when he 
|i.ad broken the Covenant, it.no longer fub-^ 
fiued at all : and lus Children being bofn aC- 
ter.it was done away, were by nature ihtitici! 
to no higher blcilings than .thofe comtnoii 
ones Ijelonging to^ or ifluing from, the unfor- 
felted parts pf the covenant of nature.' To 
this we mud alio add^ the disadvantage it wks 
tO'thenfi to be booi of Parents, who having 
|brfeited part of the bleffings of nature, wcr* 
^% ^inful J .wlio hayii)g tainted ^ their blood* 
jb34 d^priYe4 their ofF&f^iig of the beft niturai 
|i^(^ji fpr f^vour^ Innocence >For undou|3ted^ 
iheri; m\)ft be a 4^rence m^e between fHc 
Childi^eji of rightecipif ai>d unrig|ite9[as^ P^ 
rents ;; £9r up^n thi? graund are ^formed all 
dikxA o£>birth.. ;A»d if w:Uh. (his m^v^ 
.4t&eiide4 alib.aa?«viLimdipatipQia|irp9e^ 
j(t> toflSiatf^ Sin, thc^wascjOilll^s faopiD c^plb 
itiS^^ « f«g«;uit of : the.. %rfettedii^eritgm;cu 

^giticfe'^ ftirMirv:aiKl :not of Dbbt ixupc^i^pnfi^ 

•- ' ^-' *^ u .- fumed 



ibtti«d at afly' titftC tcMiout injttftice*i- t>i- M" 
g?W:n'bjr cbvcnant, may bctefotncd'VpfxfenTdfJ. 
ftited. ' They are ofbentitacs vkled in i p«i. 
^nut Wis btrth. befafe he knows either good 
or evil i and though forfckable by demerit, 
are not to be confidered as t-ewards : and ft" 
hot rewards, they come not by merit j and 
therefore 'no merit; can redaim theno, wheA 
they are loft by forfeiture. The Privileges 
which Adam enjoyed before bis fall were cer- 
tainly nd( in reward of his obedience, though 
continued tdiiim upon condition of it ; coo&i- 
quently,^ iw could convey to his Children n* 
Irrghet title" to thcoj,:ilippQfii^ he had Hot 
trdnigreiiedi dian that upon whiph he hdd 
them hlmielff a tide upon'a .Covenant WIfca 
4)y hisfollj^'diiat Gorenaatwas'brokpji his tit}* 
it Hi FtUfhe^ii oeafed of cottrie. Cbilditn, t^ 
^ndleis genef^tioAs, Maybe attakiied by- It 
f<>^efathe^^'%eM<ffir, knA^k^ '^ncc k mt Hch 
botmtdble^for ^vldfhoMing itn^ antient -Ho*- 
IkMJi'S 6onni IhtiM. For what'dautzk caau^xgr 
i^Mltc ottl -lo PiSf^BaaBy ndiickthey htai » 
t%fat tb %y>'Ii!kfaeritmce, ttt.Scx^kxi, or iPqty 
^Qfe ^ nrh^£an ^t$Mm AMittMiieius title t9 
IJ^nbtttS) i#Me:farw«rest'ft#tlie^«M>-gpit o(:^ 

%»fbii(;<^vf«#er^ %^nitiio»' ct* 4hi^y,,pnitof»^ 
li''*A G 2 a cove- 
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t icwoiftnt dtl^ toPdvilcgeSt wh^n the teros 
cf dutf cxlvfowt were long iince erafed^ and 
• ^^iCfiMAgfid ^ the i^ili^I obftinacy of their an- 
td^^t^fi^The dot^rine 9f human merit ^ath 
l^rtffW been die ^ocpafion of much diipiite : 
it tiiath : i^een owip^ to men's confounding 
*^)???can only be hpped froni the goodneft 
^f:God| with what may be required from his 
juftice* 

And furely there will need no furthcfr confi** 
deration to prove how |)itiable our natur4 
iincoVenanted condition is. As Outlaws> 
born with an attainder from our parents 
off:nce ; born to undergo a life of forrow and 
corruption i continually sfflaulted with the 
falfe ihticements oCl^ Worlds and tormented 
with luftst and iti^ing inceflant vexation 
from the goadings of confcience ; bereft of 

the illumination of the Sun of the moral 

• 

World, the good Spirit of God, and therefore 
P(9pable of doing or tafting good i having 
no oonftioufneis of Diviij^ f^iivour, no afiurance 
of Divine protection, no hope, no exp9#atio9 
from Divine {nomiies ; inftrud)cd io the ^ays 
of virtue by tha deQl^mtion of God, and con- 
Tidttd of tbor realbn^bleneis from their ap- 
^accnt and miuuif ft fitoeiSi but incapable of 
furfuing jtheoi t fiMO^i u4 drawn afide, an4 
■^ - forced 
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forced f3ut of the wdy through the variety^ ai^ 
ilreij^th of contrary tethptations v faicviogio 
combat a violent propchlify towards, laid ^^ 
creafing defire of, forbidden gratificatle^'ji mad 
difheartened with die profped of hatii^g all 
the toll and labour of virtue rendei^d' ^&in 
by final mortality % fuch, fo unblc0ed;' Is the 
natural ^ ftate pf the human race ! «* Wretched 
•* Sons of Adam ! wbojJ^all deliver joujhfri^ ^ 
M hdy Qftfns Defitif r 
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Er f S € O U R S E VI'I. 

'• * ' • * • I ii - < . 

Upm the Mortality t9 mkf^.th^ ^C0 
of Majikind was mack ''•fi^^ fy 
■' 'the Fail. 

ITus^^n afFc<3ting rcprefcjntation of oyr pre- 
sent ftate, that f ? AttJ[eJh v^axetb old as a 
^'^g^r^efft} and this is ^he ton Jit ion of all times ^^ 
*^ ^haiijbalt Jurely dk ^^* **' As the green leaves, 
** upon}ii thick tfeey fmefall and feme grew 5 f(^ 
*^ in. the generation offiejh and bkod^ . one comet b 
^'*t to an end^ and another is born^ AH cor^ 
^f riiffti^e things JhaU faii^ and the 'worker 
^^^the^f^ffiali.go mtbal\** But fuch i$ the 
t?yihv: Let us cxamiflc into the extent of this 
peMlty^ and fee how far it would bedeftrw:- 
tiy^-^0f tht; hopes ajod the happineis of Mw, 
unlefs God fhould* gfj^cioufly in^erpofe to 
lighten^ and at laft remove the burthen of it. 

.!* Eccltf, ill. 19, 20. * Ecclcf. xiT. 17, iZj 19. 
fiiJk*!^ ]k>ok YU« 146, If;- . ^ 

Th 
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. Theftate of corniptibility was iLindoubtcdly 
}ix:a]an)itous exchange for ti^im, who once en- 
jgyc4 Ws UAfiuiipg cond.Uioa.; but for. us, 
3vba by nature are fubjed to various infirmities, 
wljo never were pofTefled of the privilege of 
incpc(i|ptjon i fijiSerii^ wailing, and pain^ and 
fQP^aoy evils i^hat Peath appears' fometinies a 
•4eUYerapce j in whaf degree can we eftceni 
P^a^ a puQifhrncnt ? Not onfy the Wifd 
IVIjui C(>piplains,. " tbo^ the. corruptible body 
^* ^rejetb dxmntbe SouJ,^** but many Philofor 
phcr^, sentient, and, Chrlftian^ havtf Vaid thci 
iamc i and have cftecmed this Divine princi^ 
pky as fhcy have called if, not fc much enter* 
iji^npdin ^thebody, a^s fetterV4'^hd5Wpttfone4 
Ij^y iti anjj tljen only mjoyingitfetf in unre- 
ijratne^ liberty,* Vhcn * the hoctv is di{&lVedJ 
!^^ay, St. Paul decjares. With relpaft'to hisowrt 
•particular' - happinefs, that; ' he" was***^//Sr«3f 
f' rather to be 'abj[eni froth ^the bpcfyH' From 
ail which Ac que^ioh ftrorigly arifcs; What 
^vi) bodily diflblutiort can be* to thqfe- who 
pnfy leave Itfehind them, and as it iverecaft 
pC iheir' mortal part, to enjoy thrar immor*: 
tal |n unallqyed''tran(!][uilky ?;fo this vie>f| 
\V{)^re'te. the Stih;^ of Death f" " ' -^ ^ .... 

'■04.- • . • • ■ ; ,';' ^^ 



I 

*^ '"'•» TAJ./ »|, 



« 

at .thr:iii3i« of his FaU ^ Vapd tber^dfore & not . 
to M tfaktD ioto 'accDtmt when wt: are «nquir* 
ing^ifito'that conditipnyand'tf^ofe ctppS:i^((h% 
whklDwercdse (haltered and brdken Ti^aim^ 
^.hd ilatc; and before the fDcrcy-Of God 
^ l^ropoM any jticans for the ttco^mty df^ 
it; . Ililier thefc circumfliinces, tb talk of the. 
natural mnfortality pf thf iSitt/, is lik^ mak<^ 
ing; tnan inj^laerable to the Jrokeelt Dikk, 
«M i^iyang htm ' put of the reach ti^;/5^r/^jt ■ 
by the pco^Jty of Mortality. But IbdpdSng; 
^uis fair iTi$e, tf^at man was f^cu/ii t^f |i^rp6tiial 
f3^tfdic]b, indcpcndatit or any tovensmtfed aft 
fordnce 6f it : vet th^fe' wo\m wartt affAtanije 
f>f thi^'printi^'al a^^^^^ end qf his-'WilhesI 

that ' iuch exfl^epc^ ilhail be a ' hapipy one. ' 
Let it be the natural prWtlege of the BumariSb^' 
to be immortal, we ftill muft have rccbatfe to 
the^Q^^^^ of^God,. ^nd^^/ternii af^iist&beyt 
rfaktX, iQ linovv what vahie to fet npbnthls prf- 
^iIpM. ' .^]p6r to live in a ftateof pefceiJtiori 
^ntlte^(|! tlyough ages, i«roul3 nbt be tJi4' 
choice or wifli qf - 4hy * rational Belrig;i even 
?»li^n btefed to ahrtihilation. ' Thit' trfidtt a 

t4 rii^^oti^ iibbci not upon bur »«'j^ tM^- Jiip^' 



fif^'SfiBahii, hit 'upon ibk-.KiaabyiAi^gA^ 

hamMf^ ^:mMiiM ttAder nriatardi^, . isjtn'.aArf 
lb«s ei(i)e4'fT0Athe pi«fQfh:d.«£ QQd»%n<(0» 

tMf'fikt&hat ifattof adbaalianiMSC nji^ftbr^; 

poft:Qi5ity,.fptlk^ftare, ,„,,.• . .7.> •..; '.ntj :>/;; vi 
, H* Children, thw^H born ino^ppn^ ^^. 
•bOfh^^f pairenrt who (jad-loft.^tr mnq^q^iiify^ 
and wbia Je^ them ioberJSQf»..&f i;^<;ox(^^u^% 
cxc^r..th^(.o£iv'tfftMri',.wcr«iptitl€d to ao.|)I^itv. 
•fings/upfiriprtQ thoor^iiwry Sfy^yi^^nts.of tbis;^ 
fjflWAA? J^-^; iiuaad.w JMi.fiar^s apd ;t,oi|s,, 
dqd ^u^^tatcd to fubmkjtQ the co^mpn, 
pen4ty-f/ith^. diiTolutiQq of their bodies } ^nd 
'^n^eA^tbey icould be.rf i&d fcoixt this CDn^itroi^ 
a|;id iriye%d agaio; v/\t\^ iocc^rupt^btp bodie^ 
they w^ldbencatjly level in point, of .fif)ji4ir; 

, N»Hireii5 nothing b«t,<^e-cqul!ft^.aq^,f9aqf^ 
flpr. jjf 5He ;Aimighty's P^cwidfincc/: ^'ife;|.9^' 

t?,/v w[jen 



»/ 






mtb'*mn, ^Im^fyg'ts/i^, ^tiii^ Wk^c Jt^^if-, 
iptttticaijfif. our/bQ^^, t^ to^ ts(e i^gai^ ^poof > 
4iic ckad?} btit, .«^t we nM]P MpoQ; from lIvF 
^tfod of 4Nir natuo^i, uppa Ithejerimfof^it^wi^ 
%avei«tiils4ie intbiaiBQ pkded 3liitmalf^>itirft}| 
-^MImiMb^- Hihir Ape n dante inoftrbiilt. mi-fm 
vihat.vre call our natore^Jautiwiblt ;wt. kn^^ 
tf* tic wSl of QSd cbiicc»>nlnig m. : i^t^utk- 
^d^Hts pf^oinifi^ moft be -our afiumii$6$ .ui; 
affiuancB wkhout ?ii^hicb nq« oth^f cWi giv^- 

V* fijcuritjr* ' '" - '''^ . . -^ . *■ * ; 
• , ^ft^^asithttrcforc^lhfe hoiogip a .i^jcpf q^tr. 

^awiy, net c^mprdieoded * within, ib.^Jmm 

^ uny twenaftty elided ^to^ no bklBn^ m 

pwmifcsof f^tifrft good^ which madjc ^hc i?Qn!» 

dkioQ of Mat) ib hopelefs aod'{»tiabJe aftjer.his 

^FaH, But, is; we fl^ali foort havfe pccafion to. 

'pbfeive:^ it wa$ not th<5 dcfiga of Gpd to Jet 

^im long remaftii in it. However, even upon 

*thc Gbriftkp 'fcheinc. Mortality ftijl cetains 

the mtore- of a 'Penalty/ For .deajtljt e^^cite^ 

averfion and hopror in the breads of all Men ; 

which plainly declaMs tl^at ib?y ftte " mtmade 

> Rom, vriu 2p^ ;iio^i^ 

Scripr 






n 



j^ > jM4gitiS»»- «^ which OBr:fe«^t» i9c^ - Bs 

calls it a " vanky *, r m4 tke:^fid<^e ^fcfitrtt^ 



> ' ■> , li« » A A . f 



^-/-- ' - • iPhilipp. if JIv 



^•f^-^rciH 'V^tHttVitillJebM, mutitfglfiribe 

■ M iHiptiin, temt.tiireihinfli^ oftbHtrialfy''i' 

'And asfttritti.if tbeynSea insjUrtWlyi witH- 

dntfegard to any <i***eo[fiBl«n, witttt of 

•the'ApofMe's mhJi ■ few akhaugbi»hae we 

'«e' in till ^abertutclrvt gnm' miir\ht\XK^ 

•ftfenofin infirmities! yet to be tirtdodtlKd 

'ofi^'it ntt mmral wifc ijT Man i-«nd'~wc 

KbiflJM way rtebtwlleit Co our appnhenfiim, 

= !f we hid Bot a profpea of (wing •'[thiriiri 

'•t^i^iait * hnjefivta Htmen, ibai Mer- 

^r'-tiVtf'migkUfitMwJiif rfLifi" the 

-'Hbtt&ens, who torn tO'ham ptt«ik«rv of the 

*^1*)0eofAe Faithful, Ihat Go* flrotMoontmtie 

"^yinh an e*iteneiCin anotlser wotM, fc*M '*» 

'ftbiil honing their i^erfioo to Deiith 'Hlayed by 

-"'ttlt^i^ ekpeSatioBS beyond it. ' U^ ■any^ princi- 

'■■ j^fe^^exfcept an en^'d^pendanCe Upton tfe jiro- 

- ifiSlf tif'God, it is-ni}tfbeafy a riiitter'tij lie^- 

'-; afiferent *h*f tecpmra ttf (kH-todite : Thfc eor^ 

OiW ittef thing" we 4aii judge, 

^en<7ait of Ibme of the Beceifery 

ii. ' Alii if itwal liot-liippofea 

lim &iiii!^ ffieanir Or Appbfturiitiec 

5t- would' not be fo'liniifying to 

lo Jnfinavo'j 5,i: ■ •liiu '.',.-.i, ;-' I'i ' ^2-ji;;i;-^ 



•6ur taj^nuiBqfc ]f .*!«» Dealh: «nisr«i 
i]»fr6mi'tfa!k iU<is o(,amcttiinff,Ji£xti us 
in.arilatc. of ib]id~«A}<f>y^Mm« uid:.fpScQad 
on natiw pencn«a4-p<Ne|)li<im i (he Sqf j[f 
«uni Mould DSC iptat: of it u cm ff/mn^, 
^lUI^-Ottfiiill & d^aftJ" - Biuif^urit 
wiUKootbody be the pt»ie^iQn of.thv^Avgel 
AatCf yet BctifituK wd AatiKal afijiiefaa^fiop 
iodniitQvto us, thst it tendcn theiiuaian;Hi)- 
pset*^. Let us . then confi^er the 4i^/^ 
owiditioo of the mpit4 an4 ilicptro^fa^ 

- Man : of Adam white he lived innocent, aod 

' jiicaririiptih)c,( and Adam wheniepptsM. i*>th 
-the^^enfequefices of guilt; The oluiUal^ilo 

. no. evil aud deftnidive wcitients j iJibjcA:^ 
no i^atf^j fjars of death j enjoyiag^ thefert 
petual bloom and vigour of .youth.;.. UejSed 
vBitlkheft)th, and u: 

. See the. other wid 

..the -veayer's .fliut 

ff thc^e^th ani 

^ ttaniihiji^.heibre ■ 

Manhood qpening 

.,4e?!Wj.wdbis..i 

,4bii..>Du»:ptioB of 
liaiWn him to his diUuiutioa 

Snt ft^iii^r ,' tfa«, .n^oie . extei£v« confer 
queiices, The maiv under tht covenant of 



iMWM<M | ^i <hy-i» !|Ii«id^ ' tl«)iledi upon widl ft 
ted rcuf^dtlW aSttS^mMtt «0lrr^;aM' wi^ 

Ueffi)dmft/- which bn C^xiihath k 'ftnrft' liM* 
kim. 'For his captunttesvate l{|ie hit'Biadjr'^ 
4heyfieel lia^decx^ihc csia fiiUy cnjoif.whu 
ise tafies ; and is otdy in .progre& to . gooater 
jkfvf^ of lieii%. ha{^y, and greater taean 
or ic« . .1 . 

« Tbecorrqptible nKiii^ liauii a weak body 
Mid fh(iicapacidesf:iiluJlasl^ true' cBJajr^ 
iJEients zxt^ jcbey are greater oftentimes.thaa. 
kb afailitj of ;enjo}inifent4 aind tranfteotas are 
the ififccQei of;hiS'pica{iircs« th«y are moAIy 
looger dia&:faehathatttBci0 beibwcm Sthmi. 
i?or ho haflens to die laft fcene of all ; he 
Vi^y lifres to oat-grow aU his earthly fatis&c- 
jUbas'; aiid«*hs dks^ aad k incapable of tsiftiog 
tiieoi ^i?y UTV)t«. itxid if. .by death he is ren<* 
ddred unfi^'fi^ earthly efijojfmeiit^ we catttot 
(jlffitM tliit he& ^th^db];E> rendered more capa«- 
4>le €^ Heav«ll3r^ l# whf£e complcs^t and.canv* 
pad as a man J Iwipovitt]:^ of ^dnjoytneiK^ are 
^Guix^faftod within natxow ; .wlieif 

1he4s« dkided^ *difiinited^ dtiTols^, he m«ft 
• • * furcly 



'^ 



Ttil^fed no covenat^t l>et^cil Ohd«tid'li^' 
i^eadi, though it cMfigntdva not toadmel 
miferyj would flill fmt an end to our hopo ; 
^hor^mt ofie'pfincipgl kksSbmgM dbercqff* 
nant Oo'd made with man i£Eter tkc Fall> was 
uoqu^ftionahly ^ Promfe if ViSwy sver 
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1 rtiay be 9(ked/ If Adam nid prdfcrvcd . 

hi$ ipnoccnce^ 'whether hi? poAcrity , 
troula nave been fecure from the danger Of 
forfeiting the privileged of the cbycjnaat of . 
ihcprruptibaity ? Tbc incrcafc of the gepera- j 
tiohs tii tnep Woilld p^obabljr have preKnted . 
a general forfeiture of them; but as finite 
Beings^ by their very eondition of depcndanqy 
and dttty^ kre expofea to tempt^fipa^^^d l^. i 
^eir free will, as mora} Agents^ ai^liable tp 
be overcome by it ; the increafe of ioaokinfl ^ 
9M)iiM have increafed the chances of tliie t;^JE^ 
neflion of particulars^ and number% 6£:|hft «. 
cbudrea of men might have erfed, tp thp .^ 




mi^ have been people^ 
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lb9 incirrtiptiik aad ^ mort^d^ ^\ tb$ fim tf 

l3^ teed ^damed^ Mt imoiedutrfil^ 
OtQttkl MX ufioB tbe tranigre^rsi fi) as con«- 
tmually to w^.out and cut off tboie whoic 
ibfi$iB(tfd|«(Ute apd f^oft^ ^^ndifioiai ij^i^ 
have AiUied and diferdcrcd the Qcoooomy of 
God ia the world. It was very poflihle for 
Ada«|^tabfVfi^,pps^^ atknil^tiU 

he had ibme Q^^i% born to the ppvilege of 
iqcorruptioi^ FhM^ <^n would have hee»« 
tbek inMtitfM^i^ JB^ «niajiy of his |K>fteFity^! 
niigh't ha^e lbllowe4 ^ ^ .^^nmle^pf hjt ^ 
k^gri«^,} ei^ecially tvhen deteiyed by e 
pliss of iaui)<)dJat^ doadii o; the decays ^ 
iztflt-mitifb o^ a 0H>rt4 lif^ ovext^j^ tlu)^ ^ 
who d^uded/; Btit as there woul^ have been 
a poffibillty of the ^1 of part of fhe Jiumafi ,1 
ntt^ this 'Mi%h^ hav^ beeov upon dmiuppoii* 
tioD, a motive for the eternal Son jof Ool^ to 
ofia: ptsifd^ for our redeinptkMj^ f^^.i ih 
fatmdUtkk)ifib^ worlds \ V 1 ^ / . 

itffli^htar^ay>hftvel€eii^'^ ' 

6g|1&f t^^ W raffe ir^^ 
Olf^arSels l^ a jgraaua^ 






" - in aroBr rn oumav xa^uie 

_ * ' ** 

aiid thS 
H more 



'l^rii^k^ cAoie >nai talhiriif lie ftr(l^l$y mIt/'/- 

Tci^byeaBy tfieYev<Jral-O*d«r*0f'-B^i8 m the 
tmi^rerfe «e rit^othter thafr the -fiPee b6unt»e8*df 
(dlbd -the Sti^reriie' Profjrietctf- : "iJtit-'Jt ii- tMxirf- 
firy tbTilnpA&tlie human miiid (Ironig^ with 
k fertfe of 'flqperidaiftic,^ toprdefve H gftitefW', 
arid freedom pridei IF'^wb'cbflfKler'lhe co- 
' vehants oF God in thiff ^wyflfeywin ^appear 
* as'^ riiiany fttps and gradatioflfe fcy glory ; 'df; 
if OTnfidercd fcachr as cxhifcitihg its fpecial 
trial^^'they'niiy be heciffary to cimpleat a 
prtafefcrdiried ' courie of probatioh : and we 
irndy pbfervc, tKat hioft things m eotomon life 
bear ftrong analogy to this. * Whether this^ 
ought to bfe 'Mdiitted, as m&inj^ pairt of the 
Atfigti ahd wifddtti of Providen<Jer herein, I 
am far from affirming ; itis 6i5ered> with al! 
humility, as a conjefture onl^; ind, I hope; 
hot 'a prefumptuous one ; elfJetialiyas t pre-' 
tend not to build upon it. Btit, previous to 
any enquiry into the Ter^^s ahd CoHaitions p{ 
this covenant, we mu(t confider thS th^ dtft^* 
lawry and lincot^nahted (late of man did ht-^ 
ceffarily render the nature of it peculiar aiiil 
extraordinary. *- The forfeiture ^dam had 
made was fuch as. there was no mere human 



mean& 
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meaiB. of: i^verfing; The cov«aftttt he . had 
broken, wts a mattcf i >o£ £■« . Graft, and .(^/»w 
. r3% Ta ttrifc binafelf by any aft «f his- ovwa 
to a ilate . oci^naUy laboac.tes 1 nature, ..ntew. 
whcD iie bad peovesiely forJfeUed .it» and. dc-' 
grad*dThis;lrtlw^^^.V/|siwcJybeypnd hi$ abi-: 
]«!wsiD}dh^8,.. In 0iort,. hje.h^d iUnk^im- 
fcjf: W<w ij.ppfl3bjlity -pf r«6ri«j?ing -hi$: con- . 
^QDihmk\ii,. and tO!tbe grqa^eA unUkclihood 

foil/aay, poyonstnt t(j take . jlace ♦ i dierefore 

whatever, opvftftwtjof.g^ tbiugs w^^.qfi(sr?d- 
huu^would.bci a. i^at^ter djf Qr^^: ap4,i45?rcy. • 
But there av^ a necefiary ^p to be .Qtkea« be* ( 
fcrc he couJd b? adijiitted at aUto.^ .<cpV<5ngnfci 
withviiisi Mekei: .: fe? -bciiig, wt.Qf «>v^nanl, , 
.aod.bfllQW:^. right of coyen^btiog, , his cgn- 
dition.w^ ^previonfly tp b? altered, .cither by - 
God hinafelf, or by fome other whofe interpp- 

rfitifMj God would accept, to put him upon 
£ich vamagji^ ground that he might ftand once 

. xnorf r^^ftw /t? €undy an Objcd fit to receive 
Itcrmis^.^ud .conditions of a, great Salvation/ 

. Wc ihall .hereafter:, more di(Un(Stly confider- 
1^0 w^ tittt was performed s how Juftice was ap- 
ffi^fbd by an atonement /or fin j how. the 

^.Spnt&^cp of Mortstlity from indefimU was 






♦SciJEif. I. Pagr?, j. 

H z changed 



$00 pis cp:y jr.se 

cIwngQil p^frnttf by one io, one nature (v&j^: 
ing«jPbft|iL 6iE v»i .brnt tljt^ kvr was fatisfied 
hf one Man's perfed Obedience to a}l ite 
precept; lAiait)3y t^ beliigjuf^ 

tified^ though noc adtuaUjp jftaoG^ntt yvt^m* 

an4 conditions df a.' heW ooveiiailit. % p^ 
abundamt GraM^^ God being put int» cpci<» 
d^Oli 1^- •obtotoing > « vSid vation, when ^ 
pkMs otit^6rt pftipofcd to his M$^ andt 
tke J^^ and cmditiMsot it to kis^r^tfm^ ^ 
it became* thai his ddty tx>vji|^M^ehieiid md I^^^^ 
iit^d ofli^ e6t^na»t b? J^^Vifi^ m the ms^s^ o£ 
if« ,9od..t^ Hasikc' fare of its Term by ready 
fNUytaMDl.-^ol' ki ^ a>fulitms» **'By- Crac0. 






Wiifeii ft iiuiB btlBgHMplMSed^of aujr Crim^, upo^i^tdud is procf^ 
«d ittkiOceiSr, ^ it fatd to bejfi^/^i^r and^hi^ in^Ma lenfe. 

■^eiidd^for.tl«iij-OiiAijlw-3 '^^ ^ -- -" -- » - - f-'*^,* f 

If by i^z^«nt ' if tfee Jod^ ainl the Panics hnfUeadlng Wm, - 

another is admitted to'u|!f!a^^e Penalty' for him-,*'^ or mafefe> 

the X.dw-dotli^orf<^iHrejt'^ly6^/fi||W twice/ - 

In general) whatever waf SatufagiaShnffM^ to't!l%.&ft^fbr 
oSeoce (^jomittcd agajfift -il^ (^..pcifen (^/att^iji^Jitij^^gtd 



At 



Iti^^VicIent firom tfie? Sacred Hifoiryr*fl« 
ft washb part of the diefigir of ^Ood to jdvvt 

- As the Juftificadan of the Hun^ Race U by the apjirobatidii 
4na aeceptoiidc of b^J &e Jllr/Jlrr, &erkfone it Is 6^1^^'^ Yi/ 

i^A^Uhemaie (fGod Rhrhti^u/ttefifirusK'*., ^ , "^ 
As IMTan lays hold dfor apprehe&ds, mat it, talcel tllft bSn»' 
£rof t)as HxeM pTQpoi^ fiM- liis JvttftmioQ ^ ^MiljiW/i;, 
. f . t^ his ifiUef of ite i^iport^c^r UTith,.' ^ . ii'4ce|5v; M, 
what the Soniof God has done for him; and alfo by. accepting^ 
idxt G^kMti^s t>f eiis Satration; therefore it » ciSed^ '<V^' 
*' XigkUthfaeJi fpG^i fyt^ittf ztiA a «ia'is&ia ib^' 

iThe Jews, ignorant of Qoft flight eotifnifi 1 y /. ]f,,of.t&t , 
sate^od by which he o&red to Cancel the ofTcBces of die guilty^ . 
and « rr^«& 7*# Worli tmU hlmfilf^ ^ w^ irW /f ^|#^' ' 
«< ;/i> their own Rigkuotf/k^x %^ a r.their dde to Ewilil S^ 1 
vation, by the defeirtof th^ir Woikfr; and pTfmdly a&d.vaJite^^' 
reje^kd the ^^ijieafjwff which God offered them ^f9u|[}i his 
.€on« . ' * . ^' * 

Chrift, through the will and c^cttt of the Father, kaviflg 
in our Flefli ^'futfOl^ ail Rigit^onfi^fs (which Obedience 
waa- Ted^Qna4 <^ our jbelal^ iw/ftff/^idf 40 us\ ( b^i|y[ aifr^ 
taught Hs 4^%iii sM pei^fM WiU ^f 49$>^ a&er Aeabyv&polW. 
cy, I^airyt rL^ft^ ind,t%«qfr Yicse^ had obffiiQ^ and conta- 
miaa)^ ithe. $rue Pnadplei cf Natiune'* Laar ; haYJiig bofight 
6r u6 i^in ^ 5»iitt<Mtalkm of thesS^ of Giad» and fuf >^ 

^ettd I>e^ fiur us ; having alio riim aga'iifiKKQ Jtha. Dead 
to manifeft that what \m had ilonechid ^aft aCi£hi|l to oar 
JttftificaOHkD ; £ace kewlui'waa tba'iUnlbim ti^eHoilaige, 
waa fireed from tlie bondage t>f Death ; hais (aid ^fo he madi 
« of God unto », mfiiomy mud Jufitfeatkn^ and Sanffffi-, 
^^eatloM^ and Rfdin^Jm K*' 

'Rom. i. 27. iix, 21— »26. • 1 Cor. i. ^Ot * RbmV 
iii. zz. «&om. X. j. 'Ibid. . 1' i CJor. i. 30. 

H3 tr 
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^an ItflYA^ (fftllM ci^n^s^n^ ' isottwrf^fet any 
Ipecfc of tim^ a preytto dcfpair, jot flui^QiEiting 
With precarious and ill-fupported hope; for 
we' learnythat- the very Senteikre which dew 
dared the doom of the Enemy of Ma^nkittd, 
contdkied a proraife of good to the deluded 
Pair : " TbefeeJ of the woman Jhall htmife the 
^^' Serpent's headi" which words do not at 
firft view fcem to imply any great promife of 
bkffing, and at beft appear to us fomewhat 
cfcfeure and unintelligible. And whcdber they 

_ _ « 

were in trpth fufEciently underftood by Adam 
to. be a due fbuuidation of hppe, or wbedier 
ft AVftS'^necrflary to render them more intelligi^ 
Ble to him by explaining them with fubfequent 
teveltftbns, .cannot a$ this diftance be deter-r 
mined: but it muft be allowed that^ from 

* , ..i . ■ . . * *. 

If there had heen a Xtfw % fays St. Paul, which could 
have given Life^ veriiy righieoufnefs had heen "By ihe Lerw ; 
for duubtWfs the wi^ oF cciieide£ut i8.thti diriedt«uiA m^ \tp.^ 
;tt9Y9te. r^eid to)M>aoun and, rewardi, > But 4iiiG« .we are fbr 
. ihe inoft, part unworthy (as well as, when we have <lone all, 
miproHtable) Servants, it is prudent to accept of Juftificatioii 
tppii rbe term» which' G«d has ofifeteditj that «f^« Graci ; 
8sc^ u«t ;i^fogate wluu; dur h^. works canaot^de^Bl;v^« 

\\ (fiiould h^ve been obferved that^ ,in ordei; £br a inan to re- 
ceive Juftiiication, h^ ought tb go throngh his trial at the pro- 
per TribUna^ aiid re^ve.hil.teqiuttal fromithe £etitence of 
the Judge; for which reaCon St. ]Paul^fpealul of Jnftification' 
in the laft Da)-. . , ^ 



•Gal. Ill 21, 
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ovrr pMfent iiiages and cu^oinary ^ay- of 
^)eaking, we can^by no means conclude, that 
what k' not an eafy ^manner of conveying. 
tPutbttQiis, was^unintdligible to men in the 
e&rly age^ 6f the>w6rld t and the manner in 
whic^God'Was pteaibd to convert with Adam/ 
if »il!Aw«^ diflerent frodiour ordinary comrou^ 
filcAktfia l^th'eairh 6lhcr,'; might yet be per- 
fo£Ay^{\xhcd w his* knowledge and capacity; 
Ic^'is highly abfurdto fcippofe the contrary; 
ibr-thovieryvi^otioti of Revelation implies fome- 
ikihg inteKgible'te th« perfbn to whoni it is 
Mvtfaled :< it mtift be neeeiSirily fo far intelligi-- 
blu, ' «8 to anfwer the purpofe of raifing hope* 
and" otfri^ence. A revelation that is obfcure, 
«i«liarifwcrs not tiiis'endy it is a contradidion 
Id terteBf to call a revelation ; neither can we 
liippofe God to be the Author of confufion' 
and perplexity : apromife from him muft be' 
always fufikiently plain to take away all juft 
ei&kefdc dbubtfulnefe or unbelief We may 
^Ifo add, that every promife from him muft. 
be of good things ; and, when made tojinjul 
men, miaft contain terms of mfrcy and recon^ 
tiliatton^ We will not therefore be guilty of 
the abfurdity to imagine, that his promiics 
1**rt!'fe'obftrutic as toleave Adam a flavc to 
his fears as before. 

H 4 It 
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Mm^ ibdMd «4n# ^ fyom^ffo^^^^lf^ 
iHm Oodi.itt ojibrlfig Mfp t)i9 f9o4t^t of^#i^ 
Jfh-e&fdiii did at iheBft,- «iw«^y tij^ 5i^*l^ 

«fld, i%nri ; 6r\avfh^ MUmir «pd i^^4|« 
ncnilpromifc of redeii>pdOli» iM4A(MMh#.^i)6i^ 

fice&oii i^ the v^iy ««i«»f <^ 4t» itoconi^ififth 
inent« VEoqld bavfe f^w^ Um 09t<e>f^'b()j^j)yi 
4ie tcgipn Of 4ef|>W. bttt flHb «)iHi& m 

bounds of oor)^nc«« V WeioAy prefitthe;:^^ 
Cod intof^ds in »11 fatfr fe*isl«ttoDs (^ g(«»^H(NI 
light cnpugh J bm it i» »f?er n p«rtWWi w*- 
^l|otx) to go any fartlier. The ^^ifi^ ^%<^ 
(l^lgiBg vain curiollty c^n- neverbt fiiQ»<1ld«ii^ 
tjf^e to piety and truf <^MfdieQce< <^ II jtfiijl 
therefbre be falcly, Diiy it muft bo|iiiif$i|M4H| 
cdncladed, '^t Adani ]sida$ fBUch «^f Oii!1i 
wiri revealed to him, «$ wa» ne^eflSu^^^. 
oomfi^rt in his low and f^Ilety^pon^tWfi^iK j^ 
j^r hi&'dlreaion al£) vrith i«^e€i: tp^to'c^ 
gattons w^iiph liid updft \Am to fiilfitV ^ -^'^ 
It ifoay be doub(9d| ^hethe# tm$ %f<^i) 
latter Pattiarchs werd &l)y enlighl^i)(|kif^(|l4fi» 
dip iciiowledge c^ ourr0(^in(»tiOjn^as 'W^%e 
's(t tbi^ day. An evtnt of .^<^ €3etri^rASat^ 
natttfei whi^h d^d^ed \^on the coh4^Mi«|C0 
of fo many other ^e.vept^.jip, thw^felvw con- 
tingent. 



m&^&M' ^e0i (Mkf<m;!^faftfk, for t^v^^cn^ 
^i^ityvl.^. ^(Vi>i^4(ii(^«eMi^, thflit noit 41 men 

1)4«^ ^ o|^ iltt^M^tjefi .coDcecwag; it : 
jmslt thA^«(wiig paji»^.t9 their rfiffcttfijt, dcr 
gpes,9f;|(e^,|mi9cire.^^^^ lei&.aMeai%)n.tf) its 
iffporiaopft aiid-' iruri^. Add rto. this, aliiL that 
thcgri^d; 4aU«ci7-'0^ this coven^t vrasi to . bt 

j|»fii>l|qi;y9|)Mtic>(^l9rth«liu9^IHy, ... .: { 
.^.&it 4W.tA(|«<B ^w tl;^! fhe JQevil fiiafrjufr ^ 
Mcti^a^i. tfMid Dfa^}bif Puiuibmect;} be 

l|)fiifil]ri ^^ iwdcvitoodw n (h«t m giE)o4 thing 

flM^ 4SI»V>bim» .vbilft 4^ remained anCuhf 
^'ftldJil^ni^olfeaf^fQflPI ym Ud fey his .fnuAr 

WTi^.Mfaitg^tge^ lQ;a6GQn)j3lfibiit< by gtvkig 

M«t «*ff<»S)r HVflr hi^ ffiaf^i AflU'<¥ftry,(«>4 

• • • • 

Hi0t, ,ip 9ii^ to this grefit event, it woMld: be 
9^^0ij^i jffir^jii(9^.Scifi ^ God, ta bocatni? ^ ' Z^- 

JD^v/ti^ . Ap iMKiS/ ifl^tfy kirn tk^ bad. the fmw 
^I^i^:'j»,w36ja degree of ijiowkdge whichx 

': ■. ■ whether 
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whether it was vOudhfafed to A4am or not^* 
was his ccncttn only, iind catmot be ours. It 
was j^cient perh^s for him to know in ge-« 
0era\ tepms^ that the feed of the Woman 
ihould bruife the Serpent's head $ a|id it cannot 
Jbterrupt our prefent rejoipiag^ if he was not 
acquainted with the full meaniag^ of the pro- 
mise which God made to him, .^ we are 
now, who believe imi ^m < per£ua<ie4 that thot 
Son of God was manifefted to overcome Death, 
and ta deftroy.tbe w^rJks of the Dcy'An ' 

' After what has beei). ohftlrvedj it asay ap- 
pear too proleptical to conikkr hfiKi m theii* 
lull extent, the lerms^ Ccmditiom^ m^fS^m^(^ 
of the Gfaiiftian Covenant ^p Thi^ will coma 
fiMire pTopcdf to be con&dtttd in i^.anothe^ 
^€ct i cmly it: may be ncttfiary to^ tntike on^ 
0r two^general t>brervation9, to explam: certain 
iertbsLDrexpreflia»»^ peculiarly bdonging' to it 
As it is rdafona4>loto iiifer wl^tt God^ pror 
m&i from what Adanrftood moft un need of, 
one principal part of that promife was dbubt^ 



.. t 



ItcIatipA? of it were in part, otfcurc, and oftcntimct pardal : 
'*i9%k''itv\Vottft be aMiclpitlig^ag^a^dfel bo'inuch, W 
:^^alw€>^t&ittttfsflftC«'lttO*earM^^ Z \ ., . 

^ * Icfs 



lefs zn dfllifiribc of the ' refiirreSffon of his Bdtfyl 
This promlfe* became therefore the groiind of 
a new covenant, the charter of Man's liberty, 
by which he was entitled to be made free froni 
Death, ahd t6 be reinftated in the privilege of 
ihcorruptibn : not to fay, that he is alfo railed 
by it beyond the prrmitive happy^ conditioh of 
the covenant in Eden, to that of being the Son 
and BefrcffGcdj and partaker of an heavenly 
inheritance. With regard to the impoWance' 
of this covenant, we muft obferve, that it is rhe 
Foundation of bJofljng } fincc if men are fiof 
by fome means coftiprehendcd within its terms 
©f reoottelliation with Obd, they remjdri Out- 
kW9r ^ To this' therefore we mu^ n^ all the 
promifes of God^ as to a^ comifien principle 
from: Which they proceed, and into which they 
zw tittinuLtely refolvabIe» , Atfd^if' fiicceeding 
agesP of the Worki fa^e hopn iNftifiguiihed by. 
ftiih fpfings of bcncficen*c, ' yet 'this isr the 
ocean from virhejice thofe fpring* • liav^ • been 
iupplkd. '♦ : 

A covenant of works, In -the- very terms be 
that Jotbihm Jbatt live in ft&^, implies a con- 
tirttiartce of trial fo long as thccovcnant re* 
mains/'; ^utv^heret'bifer^ fcontinual probal- 
tion, . '^W^ . i? icontiay4 i^azard ^f forfeiture 1 
^ndiflmandid not^perforn) the works, the 

curie 
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dw-ff 'dfffic iw 'MDWwJ,i&^ thai MtH them 
nht-jhait lit. 

*Wecan never be otjiervrifc than acdronU 
^]c^ l^ngs while rafioha]^ and confequendy^ 
in-evfery ilage of our cxiftence, rtuft be proba- 
rfoiiwis for the favour 6f God. Now, as iimtc 
Bemgsind frail , and m the highdl pOuible 
dcgitfevbf jierftaion ftiU impcrfca in ttk figftt 
vrhoebargeib even his jtfgels wthfaHyy there 
wili' kTwiiys be a poi^bility of our fdllirig^ 
ixitMoiily into mUhkesj bat crimes. alfi>, ft 
wdkdd.lMs «xci)edlng hippy to be alw^pre* 
ibifved- frofh ccnmiittitig j^^^/ ^:«^: abd 
fucfa i^ 1^ greaMeis of our redemptioar that 
God halit|iromiied :sv^ ihall be fecured in tbo " 
efernii! «nj<^rfnent of oar inBeritaaeef; - TH$; 
is a peo^f iMiid tedft eAimab}^ piiVilegdo^ 
the nmr covenlMM^ that aftei- the time^arid tfo^' ' 
gree of ^ neoefikir trials iha}l be fiAiSIedl oq 
our party we 4iall - nev^ ^erwards forfeit its 
l^effings} [the aiirth anil the goodtoei& (^ 
bring our ev^rlafting fiscarity. And thiy in a 
more d|)ecial mnoer, as indeed every part of 
it juftly entitles il, ihe Covenant of Grace. It 
gives tt$ «1^ w<iy what i$ b^ond all limtta 
of tar nstore, and of £&ite Beings renders us 
little ifaort of 4nfinite» , 
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.9m abitp k. yet daollter dUKu^noe to W 

the J^tu^ s»idkim ujpoa wl^ich its pfpmfiss 
ckpond Ift tiiM ol* IiK:j9rru|)tMUy^ .^ Qqft; 
it was ^^, nop eatanigof the forbidden .^lUtj 
andORJs ^Agte crfm%r«iIiQQ ;l&r ev^r ibtfislt^ 
t^ «enr«ii«i«<^ liitbi$y«ir«rydionsl Dtttyduia^ 
}st iANi&s%'-€amp^9^'yifkhf net oalyjipoif 
jtocouAtet^iOtir prd^ni iecority wider tb^ coi^, 
iffttift • oftKiAWtty biic. «!£» jfor, die iak/p. 4^ ^^ 
^Mttre -^ic^edlatioiiis }' for itiil»r0 deff>en4.'lH>0 
only ttpon all in gener^r-but-tupim ever}K>!9|9aL 
in particulnr.. Add fdrtbcc:.:«(rexnay ^b£B09^< 
^t it is^tffitpied of aii».fiiigli8- ttan^peffi^But 
thttt M ;tm^ Jhdff Afi^ign^ii, .JB«t,,ii!i^> 
te(ptftt& aU ofihar. o^ass^ c«ii)fiutt«d i^sri 
ill tltem- Id a fotgtvtng #U|j^ )- for tct,f4»e;i-^; 
tttbeeT^i£Ei^liqliSiiis^^>(Ni«iM^^ ^,-. . ,h-» 
Aapt^:<|>rif(rtt«gi$ jOf h!^<> 'icovMi^nt^^fHii.v. 
tl^t it rd^e4-taMaa thot^en^ .-bl^^fsf^ ! 
ilie SaiiAii|c9taioa of ^kft. S^wit o& God:},tp|E,-; 
^^bich tbef excellent* 'C^i^^iid Aipbti ip%f(r^7 
yf«d&- ap^/Gtx. 'm.'dopi coo^^i^ of A^ in^- 
EiMcU !thrftitlM>£Nff^.*»«s.iH?«W 
I«tt» age iff. MBiy».«ej6Bi«s«j5t/&^^ 

>EMrtK» x^k m 31. y;Luk« 1." 2S. 

juftificd 
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woditinteQimoAyoiQoA'tmdc^ihkSmk,. But 
as^xoea ! pofld& f^^tMsfyn^mre ht earthen FeJ^ 
*^fihi' p& this hoBOQr < is coaferi^cd upoo bu<-^. 
ntabiif nature while in its mottd aBdIimpcc&^ 
kfiti it is evi<}eiit die praife of it quaft nMbiind 
Qot^o the Men v(rho «zce]Ied» butvt&dxatgr^* 
cious Spirit thfomgbwhom they eyceliis^i^ Will 
G^ indeed d^weU fifm Earih'^ ? wu ^e voice^ 
o^'Wifdcmi and^h^miUtjr. .For .ttiat he flioukl. 
Goode&end' to -Ms imprt)fitable Cccttr. 
Sy tendered, unworthy alfi) byiidieitolpfl^: 
m to evil; i&matta of juAfurpritt, ; :Wiiati 
rewiihoiittheVfiippcrt ofhis^ocmnteowtiee,: 
direction of j bis Spirit? ^^[^fd^ftuyf^ 
affirok upon the heft iotiona cif ^H^f^a^biir^ is* 
necefiary every igoooient to fupjwmUftWpgs 4% 
thcuir e^dfience,: ^^ £& tarnetb avMy-e U^Jaee^ 
j«< "^2W they die"' The moft exah^d: IJisr^f chigs. 
fiftk into nothing. Life can oixly cpfitimni^ 
by his power who gives it. Butt this i$: not the 
wholi^ which is neceiary to inteUe^^al Be- 
ings. Happincfs ia more than Kfej^^i^dper-: 
fe^ion and goodnefs are iicceflkry in order 
to happincfs. And can we imagine. this can be^ 

* Joha it 47. * z Kings ylii. iz% 
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'i0\A}M%^^ it h planted; ^Uit "Sf Ac^ i^ifikeniBfip 
.aU^genkl iia;p94D£tha'Son .arc^infetr^t^/.tk^ 
.pidiifiniill vAtkct^xx at jiaidyitifiaafts* wUiai^ 
fhdzt oQimatioicy. . jl?iii£ Spiot^of the Mdik 
HigHi is 3liev >S^-<dJhi^ :M$nLWtrM^vnsk* 

>: Their is/ahothcnr pactiotilar;..aajaiiFantfU^ 
fGCuKai:^t<> this^divetmiiiyanitH^^ pxB^ 
entitles it the .Covenatf^t iof Gmk (I. the joffipal^ 
0j^'!Mediaition anil iriteroffib^^ta^kU^iQbi^dt^ 
d^efs, itfidtoittoawrtifii^jof xtiiaopef^^ ^hit 
}a(lpodnib^cu^ii(Mo£ en 
l^pd^s txy^enarit^ ^ei7^Ji^'m<iibpra3)ahd^fiip^ 
plibafdf^i^ liim^lf. » For ^ what groondhath* 
* cdMi^ t«f «kped/>thtt 'God.wiU. grant tikt tai 
Ifcf]dther>iii»eat3^>which.he wiH refuiertoiliir?: 
Ob^^^^^'tkkf illi(&')0ite tD aik any thing ai;the* 
^nd*^ Obd but for himfelf .^ At heft, Men^ 
£an y>n}y<defelve for themrelves;.tkhafc plea 
ean they -o^r in-^onrvof others ?, But ofban*; 
times^ and moft:timesi they defers. morii erib 
ihan good )for theirdelve^ ; and how can they. 
ftand forth to intercede for others ? But by thp 
intervention pf this new covenant, Men^ 
thoughSinncrs, may pray for each other j nay^ 

an 




anudMCiCK ncv «ma odbd .'AppMiiiini^ > vnn 

(QoiniHg^ lailbrilcuft tllisrisapibitait in^^ 
1|li^)9i^ftle?tf iMarikiiidi. ^dt vdbilfr'.'tlk; 

Oq^ , /^odiwr, .p£.Sa]imliQnifittetl»!m'lHiMttn, 

bnvir his. fiiatoe^ bdK>atid«' tHiOtifc' 
is Father. ^v£]ii<fiB9 u|i ta-Mvlttbat • £femi^ 
partknJHH IfaorcBfiocr. ?«faigk iie-ifiath' 

MaaidtprfysuA6A.iuiA ftikarioBK 

^fpnafr tbMugb: aorttttiiDilar. oftbkfw^'bbt 

dcBjfe is{i2tt : /their Jnads. . ThlB Itvnh^ r4t£ii| 
wli^tlM: Sqq afXydkk&id fommitaUjt f^in^ " 
inlmsmffmjim w.^ Wcr :ater Joat «»lkl<xMA 
any:? imiKfite :ca£ i^Dtaaoe; iiten^w .^Kstm kt 
propfeF ^effirabjr. f'oc, tbdHr rcmiffiDb «£ Sktti 
in ^aa&m^X^ ii;ndfiuneniti^galiQii4tf p<^ 
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tattit it* ttlU W prdmffed'ti ttl<ti^h v«J9i6 -M*^ 

fiyeoHreoveatat.- ' 'Ah3l ilds^fdriher leads oi 
to cohfidt;i» th*: fteccffiny dlfrflty and gtiMrtnfl^ 
bf-thif Pwfbii, who Wd^ fo fulfil' o<fidM 6f 
iUch -i M^ atfd «3CtA*fivfe' impoh; * Hb mtift '^ 

Sinn&s^yMt Wi^eimtgf y.tiitvefy pJmr,-h^ 
UlXf^ the^HffPikd the -gooS^ '; and yet be hfifc*^ 
fetfibi" t^rffepkt mth:right hand tf'Gki^ 
cminuatl^'tb hike htercfffion'-^otxn^ \ tttShxA^^ 
fefeting bMh\2ttoTieh!R3\t aod' ittterjioiihg fdpft' 
plicdtiofls tb' preveiiit'tlite* imibcd&te r«nqi : 
*ewfi<>rf lof cibr taUcftbctkfs ittiqufeies. ?- -^ 
/^Bj'what^^arM tji6 Divine Wif-^- 

dom was pleated tQ prbceciJ to give Hiab thfefi* . 
liqpfts ixA ppv^legesj'by what hicthod hft 
cRole" to recSoncile bis jufUce lo ' his the¥fy > 
bow tke p«fc<9: obedience required by the . 
Law of .Nature and the Covenant of Ina>r-^ 
ruptifailky were to be fulfilled, on die.part of 
Man> by his proxy \ and his own imperfeft 
though iinoere obedience by that meat»s wfts 
to berendei-e^ acceptable in the room of itj how , 
that curfc of the Law which even now »» , 
mainethj ''^ that in Adam all Me y' was who%4o .. 



> «> 
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be taken away, and life and iaiqiortall^ 
brou^tto light in its (bad, by one man's (vScr- 

>^tg:£atlrlbnrirT -^Sdi^^e Si^asfkattob-SF^ 

Spirit of grace, to neceflary to purify the hearts 
(^ men, once for^ted by tran%re£Bon, (hould 
l^icdc^e^,a^ ^al^ 4gK:b|<|rice. 
and confirmed by the holy, and pec&Qt, and 
ipotleis obedience pf one in Qor degraded Na- 
' -tore i ure matters ivhich ' will eome tig^y to 
be diicufled* mi th^pl^^tjbemfelves in the 
order of time, in which the great Events de- 
ll^ tfa^pn d^j^ppfaa ;,an4 GxJE^^t^ff as 

,,,^^^fl,^8pd,t9^4,ffrtwn^ With r^ltrcnw: for 
what prefumption would it dc to pro- 

rmttbtngsofQoal . . 
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I. 

IN ejcteiitiing tfi& /to^» ** ptkidplcs 
'oi" Uie cotfenamt of Gplce ^iH beg|in to 
un^idtli^njfeWe^ ; i^ np^g but tiiefc' tan 
;fuliy M^Uirt. the bonduft of Abel, '^'d-^hc 
«^ wjutb thtfi JUil^or to'the HtbfeWsrliath 

/^!w word /tf//J&,:m iKc/generaJ. Sertpt^ 
ifOfe, implies fiidi *&«» belMf of. an^ 'd^»ce 
in, thctrtidjaod prOwifc of God, as to. become 
a principle of condu^. Thus when Noah 
«ts commanded to build the Ark^ and wae 
informed of its ufc and defignation, he be^ 
Ueati.\ for he went and did aa be was cp(n- 
mwided. When Abraham w>s cominand<4. 
to go from his father and his Undr^d*'' into 
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the laod which God had appointed him^ he 

obeyedi though be knew not whither be went ' j 

but in fd doing, adcd neither witKimpra 

nor with doubtfulneis j for ^t judged [him 

faithful who\ha4 ^^f^^J^/'y Aftcfwa^ 

ceiving another commaiidXivoo^ t© offeiVjp 

his only Son Ifaac in facrifice ; relying, iUll 

upon tijf truth of Go^, Jhay^ng an JJO^aiff^ 

belielF of that prpmlfc, " % faac thy feed JbuU 

** be" he obeyed without . risferve j trafting 

that God would yet fulfil the promifc, and 

raife bimfro'm the dead ^ i, , , ' ' < 

Fpom'tbefe' pl;»Hi InfttdciKB 4l<app«n-s>tlM^ 

fidtb is liio^e thaii the Qxt^eaffeta if^tUh' 

derfiaadingi that in its true and full eff^*-. 

it extends, kielf tc^infiuoRoe ;tho «>i'i7)^«iid<4MM 

cotne^^jnotive, foufce, andpriJidpk^if'jtBHin-^ 

agi-eeahle to what the Apbme ol?ierves tff U in 

one inftaaos, -that k <'XMMi»Ai^ kwh*^ -^B^ 

trtt faifh'-'1rf=Ood is-flieWH by t ch««fft(liC(Jmi? 

pliance wifh his commands. It isfor tjiis' 

neafi^ny ihac ^e Afoitievto x\» -Hcbrnwi aad> 

G*lat!anst'«ftpibe9 the accepiande 6f"*Abb|' 

atitl Abrahafflh With God to' theic/aUJ^ y^i^pUi. 

St» James and St. Joha afcnbe to. ^iri 

'Ifcfe. an. 8. fHcb.if. 11/ ^HeLxrVa.' 

•v'""" ■•" • ' ' » ^"•; • '" •-.',. «sk'», ■■■',1 
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D^ S C iD lU^K S P' IXl H7 

^ri^ij^aod wUhgoqd f^^QO j ^^ fir fa^thwitb^ 
;* Qut woi-h is d^ai^r. • , 
' Ttxere can theh», or ought to he. nq difbutc 
^boitf. the gcii^eral .^Scfipture oieaniQg of the 
vfOxAfattb. With refpefl: to the fatth of any 
pdfUc^kr Mah $ whut Ke believed, whM * ek^ 
getffetSbhs lie to Tn hope aridprofoda; it 
Will beft appear by an enquiry into the pror 
iniiekMflde'and tlie truths revealed tQ.him^. 



^ Jit i$ ^eccflory to diftiAgvi^. betnrecn^i/^ ani ohdUncfm 
Wfti 6^ > J g <p i j||i #i^»gtfa- m faUd Ac Aris:,.\widi9ut ac- 

^ li^4D^« ^t^Gkidt In muki^g kitown .hi^4efiga t^ Jbhu, and th« 

Wben AbnIUttB waur:cQCBntt&4ed to kire hit ktodrad dxA 
kh^iil^p^s E^ft, (l^n& i«eai« tb bave fbpp^ ihort of obedi* 

ii4b^«i^> A go {wito ».kiul^«U^ CM irrald lBU.tkim «f | h«A 
Aomore bfeti (kid |o hinL luft comidiattce with the coQimuidt 
lMc\kfsk<^he^entii only; ' "Biit wlitti God iddod iProoufe, 
«<^«Hf. I^M^iaiOe ^^kei d frtHf iif^lm,** tkc «inMiiaMd anA 
fj^-p^dirftftf fiogediet made' his compliaact tob^^ridltVMr/.aiid 
^/V^ Had God only cotamanckd him to oier upiiis ^onlfiubt ^ 
frit|lotit%iy " doncomifcahf of ' previous declaration concerning 
dft ]|!i 'of ^liat'Soh, ' or ^ life and mtwAiig ofl^M^fices } 
Aat fcclArartcd corapKancr 'of the Patriarch cOuM have been n<k 
<klret^ire;dift|B9i}tfhed ihari aa art ^«ft of Ohnfftncu 'B^ at 
the command was made fubA^nent to #10 plomlie, '* InJfafai^ 
/^b y^'*^ ^<»// fc ♦'* alfo to that Sacrifice, Gen. xv. which 
Go4il«4*^pointcd ; noMclay that the Sacrifices of Abel and 
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*<ftfff^fiam;''\ii; ^Hfe bur traCncTsrioi&H 

an4 uDcleau^ b^afts/ inuft lave ^n^welt known to Kipi ; it 
u ijitekii^ln ttfo W term ofiils'ioA^lua' to ^^cftll It^)!^^^!' 

eiiemiaily ^fifer )a refpeft of the intention bfue'inina; 
for ih^ ^yteMmpUes rt^^^tbt^uth^PttpsS^tSfoi^ 
•«ki|Me;f(f*3tate <*^3r#-T**5fiR5»!«f itfeft5.hi^^.|^4**fri^ 




OltTrtftoft^iiitlf.**^ Uppn'fwii^affefi j^j^l|pf;>%3%^fi^ 
ItQV ^.%«f inftafices vbercip Qo^hM ^tft mcn^to: t^^fi^al ok^ 
ptire^W/f/^cWab^ift^^^m a]l Paitii andtfor tJiurTCflioi;^ 

. UAS^^ n^ ionssm^ ^ .%fDW to pjpceeil r^iMNi m<hi^ 
tives of Oiedicnse oniy^ tney nu^ much more or wmm< 

jj^iia^ftncfj j^i^^ of/«r<^ Whirt, he .ptrfori^aV 
diredHon, w«s the vsry p<4nt whi^ made it fd'ira]iKiKh|^* 
Tfte'^ttMott iif the G«^l^; tlie^ Wtoftn. h^l^ t&^^Om^ 

ll^^l^m^^ S};^M<^?tfif ;.%whp wafhed o y Sa^^^ 
feet ; and, flic who iniointcd lii» ' *hea4 ^^^ OifiUbin^* jW^yTtH: 

4)€kd i2f(bdi€ii0£ifi[ ^<<Di^pi<^ %^/^{(^ i(^ wjM|^ 

\yyy\r^^ ,$Jntoo 5>rack*« xKiVj^vOi .^:/.a:;Tlip. wo^ 

^^*^ >* i vnine 



— f» ^, m 



mdk^jils Sacrifi^. lad i;i^ liotjfiUt^G rTfiTl 
dot^ vith t^ sliore i^isclfiQD/: kt^titifpgfin} 

brothers, Abel and Cain, were probably or 
aa'uaiy 'difTerc-nt. 'inmr/arly Age,'^ ^i&k 
the wonderful wprkpf (JVcat^pn was fc 
compleated, and the frequent communicationft 
of (Sa^&h the firft P^r befcA the*FMt,:ah4 
hia judgment upon th^o;^ ajfter it| jb84J^ft j^^ 
theif mirids &ch ftr<mg impreflicm cf Jiis pt^ 
fence, aiid l^rovidencc i'ahd when tH? Icircum- 
ftaocx^s^ oCa^barreo C»rtjb and Eden suardca 
ly^^f^Cliervbiin^ were fqch evid4iic^» to 




^ble concbfriflg raattmi it was not |xifl^ 
^^v^W^Jp^i Cain tb have any (loubt affcbt the 

fd th*e; iis^to thembrit of believing tti^fetaitli^i 
tipQn.j5icfi wn they muft haV6 bceti 

pfOiK.'Uvej^eiy iame fopting/ And.ffl'^^^it 
^pc^s; ihat in thefe /re%eds Cain jwas as 
mucbr bejicvcr as his' brother, ^bf what- 
eve* wa5:.iJ»CT,diffor«B6ft.l;Mpt\wiec^ .i;Ii€Jr"^|prY 
Mni' (ib6[ was ifae ObJQ^t whom^tbty; boi^ 
adored : and the pnhH^Ttfs df thHf ^^ Wt)rth^, 
how difierent Hoc^ety uiifomt points, agreed 
9r:imfi I 4 in 



Y/ot16\ ^Eor Csjin offered the ]VI^gt-ofterin|^^ 

wl^ich. aitefw^rds became appro^priate to tlw 

maiw^panee of the Pifi^iftprs of (wttd things 4 

fp^ as ^h, was^ a fi|n4ing jprofei!k)n .^of d^ 

pt^d^xKt upon.the^iTOVidenc^of God, an^ 

tnore particularly a thankfgivjn^ 4?^ htf blei^ 

jiog them with tae^ ftui(s c£ the B^fth in th^ir 

Seaibns.^ * . * ■ ., . ^ 

Indeed, theje ' mifiht be ibflhejdifiTerencc ixi 

the' opiniQn thcbrpthcrs ehtertaini^d of G6d!$ 

coptinupf ^n4 .particular Pfovidpricp ;'of his 

juftice, goodnefs/ and other perfedtions ; an4 

oF his being €:xQCX2i& rehbdrderofall fucyns 

dltigently jeek him,.- * : A^)prs (aith ml^h^ he ijiorQ 

hVely and operative in thefe points than* 

Cain's, rib .urijcommori difierenQe iJctWeen 4 

■f .."•.•,♦ "1 ** ■'^ f • -^ • ♦ i" « * * » . ^\ . • * ' V- * ■ 

good Man anjl i. bad 00?. ' Bii^if this fdiffij.. 
lo^much applauded in Scripture,; was circum* 
rdVfed in ifs view by the hmits •6fthiS\Vorid'; 
copfineci. to the circumrtances* 6f a mortaf 
Being ; if itsexcdlency cgnfifted in a .moi:e 
{rrrj reliance uppiT trie Almighty for protcc*^^ 
tiph |ronV temporal " misfortune ; \h€ evettt 
aecelfred his hope,' for he fbon fell; uoproti^dl- • 
ecl"'pf heaven, . hy^ the" ' hartd of His Brother j 
irtd'thc mard^rfe? fur vived ' a' Icfrl^' \\M\\^; 'free'' 
■ ' '• '■"' from 



« •. 



jfrQiri: 4he^%oJkp qf , Peatli j iwgTi *^» *w:|p 
prefiuved^iq lift l?y tjic (tercc or t^p fi^tuae 
crf'jGoidv. .^bd if this .wa9 thp. whok expeift^ 
tion of his laith^, it is evident thatCaini: whp 
is f^id to bavi ^IcR. ib far tot of its potfec* 
tbi^^ reaped a bettfr advantage, frapi his. . fin^ 
t^e Apoftle fsJU«8j that Abel <A>4( iriFmtb'^^^ 
If ib, we have a C^ue to lead u§ on in- our en^: 
quity, nam^ly^ . Aat his expcdadqn was of 
tomething after Death ; and that the pror 
nufe. upon the truth and certainty of which 
he had • fuch .fixed reliance, was of a blpfling 
worthier his pur (ait thin any . thiM this .tnor*;^ 






* • «* ^ 
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^ AD, Cbdd^e&ce W ki h foinewhat of. Fakh .x^fdi ^i]^ 
i^orc* of ltf«,i bccaufe it* j* ,fulfiiled upon a belief// /^^i/ Gf</ 
^ hy and ihafJie is ihea-Mvardir if/Ml fuch as difi^ently/n'k'^^ 

9* ifrifa:ed, through fa.i^^ ^iio^ uor dearly ^iot^ oirt: what Ob*" 
jc£V, whether fimfly of 'the Exlftcncc and SiipcriCtendenc«; 
of't^ie Dckyi o^ ugon Pfefcntor Future* Rcwaids, it was 
iptcd^' nor 8C t^« fame tbn« does It make it At all iinllk.el^)' 
.^utt^at tj^e %2c,i^^i Caia was olffrcd |n l^f^rh U^eWirct/ 
Ifevi4 Jew tbc Phijiftme AroiTBll Faith ; and Arii^gb I^th ^^ 
<Ud Jcptbih oyercom^ the Ammonitf s, , And truly every ftcp " 
U^i^h ^ ij^aa stakes in life with a due Jregard to the oTCf-iiiling ' 
j»^er aiid'authtmjy of God, is an zSi af Faith; ' tile ditV ' 
fereriec- therefore hetween tfee Failh> • or^AUl arid j Ihe Fi;ticlUi 
ofC^'.mvil lie chie% in the pfcjc<flt, anfl he/di^qvgrtHij by ,^ 
tiw &crifices by wUic 1 cack was rcipe'?.iv(ly . exprciTcd. . . 

tal 
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Apdflie icifoQ&s m^ihat Itti ^^ £td:^tbQid^imf^:j 
'*' farij^ and was Serftmded ofiu mdemitMed:x\ 



t\-4 



dctxKnftkates. iSoA a 



v.* 



^y'^o confefs AefMrejStrangeri'joni'Pll^ 
gtifSitifm the Eartb^i who iendurfet^iispBrb^Hi^v 
and forfeit even their life for their l?iUb &ke^c& 

: 5[ct .ftill it is xmMivaS^y iiffirni^i^,tgr;.^^ri 
Apoftlc^ ihat .die Mlik M AM v^nfffeith; iturt 
Obrift. : That iw? ih^i fi$<5$iivddr/wq)rtf« aljdii 
fuU jitifermatiot). tbtt the .^fon of Go^iAiPuJii/ 
he It Sacrifice, t(tj ieke-awirf ibe^Siss if^ytke i 

an!djtl9iie^i>«c^v«rjhy.f!^PiDgia]) l^blpotifi^ . 
and ^ibewi t his triu>»pli wl^r t)o^ >% Idfo Rfl*i ,- 
f\jci:<dy<m.llcaa the Qrftve j m^jr ..gfi^fe^: J|?fe.> 
tbpughj too roucl? ,«qi Ma^rrof^ ^^.fm^] 



i^JOhfU.'^ if we c3caiQk^ (iifirc^^ uito the ' 
oiS^ attd'^tenC of A^al. Sacrifices; .>to 
fhair.b^ able to judge of fte iptendmeot x%f > 
Abd» in^tfaat ix^iM^ wias t]^^ ib e}cprefliv& 
ofvhia £ai&.. . ' -■ j ••' • 

'Hiat' iii|>p1icatio6$^ intercefiio^, t^ailli^ 
giving, might be made with dfeiffc ftv aB fhi^ 
by Sae^iJ^i WAS, I coiiceive, one J^indpal 
snatteir which die Covenant of RcfurfefUbn m^^ 
trbdttc^-d0d faii^lifiedv <liftingui(hed ti it 
was flbn^^'atl odic^s as ^a tmdiatmil' ci^: 
venant';'and in con&qttencei Sacrifice^ was : 
uitd«l^(l@0^^ hi Sign tha^the . Deity Was'^i 
petiied^ As^ It Wa$ a Sign of the tneamiili^t 
cani* alfd *$igrt of the End ; and ' thettjforet 
wh^n gWAe-Qfferings ati5 Sin-OfferiflgS' ht^d ' 
betfri' iJfiarented, Peaee-O&rings fu^ed^d; as 
«*«wi?/7Wi,i^ Scripture phtafe, yir nfwtelj^el-^ 
linfffavdury or favour * of reji. tn (hort; this 
wiit)?e 'tkdifl'was; ordained to ferve by -its' few 



PlS<Ja??^J^ forgiYCi#,^^fecg?iM^ation^,^^^^^ 

cepcance. 



/ 



^Witii pidij^e wias alfo -uf^ 3^> ^•fij*' 

■ •'•ft wouW-t(p'a ta^ of copjideialjjp-jl/pi^j^^ 
tiyriia «n the Apaiog^qs of t^e |aen6^ jti-' . 
filial tp eur psefent forma of A49f^Wi. , j^V'- 
f^ all ferved tp jefre^ tho faifh f^ipfef^ 
neau *Qd to excite tii^ cojitrition, an^ J^uo^j^" 

of Men, and to keep them fted^i^^ ^^ 
hope and their obedience j pointing, out wiiat ' 
Cod had ' promifedf an^ femlndifig Man . of ' 
^vhat be ftocid in' need. Burht-dflPe^ngfc .Sii« 
OS^ings, apa toe rites of f^ucifidationV vrcfe ^ 
io inaijy memorials to mgri^ iiby5;*much^ as a *^ 
Sinnipr^ he Jttcei!e<f pdrdon j lio>y ihucHji' as a ;^ 
defiled Creature, he needed SanffificatloiTf j that "; 




jjiTfc pF rcdernptiop through th^ Soi> of Go^^ 
an4.S^(2ifiQation through the Spirit ^^Df God. - 
*; God is HoTinefs »nd Purity ; Man #|is there^ *? 

im^ff^^^ ani Jiparate from Siriiith: - 
Types prefignrfyijg^ thi^ ■ perfcdf^ Sacnfiai^- -i 
were aniinals; ' 5<?/^r^^^ and JJifliQgLiflifejr 
from^^^^l.^o^heri as [Cffan. As, this SAdnfid&y 
1^tto\i^zPirJi^iorfi^ the firft-bbt'n of all An^-. 

iJicilS Ha^^ ^5^^.^ Ait*' Hw ^ 

'':>i was 
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yShi of dftecial valuift attiongfttfjiS! Heatiieiw.\ Ait- 
it -was to bsTLS^f, tficreFore a il4k^/f AnlmsU >w4tf 
i'liibftJ pbffeift Sacrifice lixmzjem^le y tpdl 
it ^^ onfe part of Abrdliam's merit, that 
fcc ijd not 'with^boM Ms Son, Ms cnly Son. • ' 

Al Aough it ftitiff be ackiU) wledged, that ^ < 
&riptuf6»nlintabcwt the Ditiric Inftitution o^' 
Sdifcrificcs^i Ac Bokmntildveriant God i»iid« 
^^itfeTAfefehath^ jriEt rt it expreft in a matftc 
which iflfongJy iihplics^ /ucfe an frfftittidoh j 
Afc Conlthahd laid -o^ 'tifoAh "not t<^ eaif 
BIoc»d'. • Aid in HHsthe Htathell corruptions'- 
arc an evidence to the truth ifinte they cat ' 
BfooH' onTy * ifi their Feafts ih honour of Oie 
Matuf a pir^feri j a plilh donfefljon ^hat 
ifWas* ^efetioed aw unholy |::it<<. , Blood was" 

rorhiaifcli ^^loigl, ftot .ftnly upon account df • 
criieJltyVi. tecaufe blood' is the Lifel but becauic' '' 
\lWi%^^gtveH meif tQ. make 'uitoTiement^ ^ 'Wc 
sftc coriftangdy £ud td- be . redeemed by the Bkoi ' 
cfCi)riJi\wSL.z^^^ told, xSiLimthut jheddhig cf 
dloQd ih&eU W rmijjion } and tlie fprinklihg 
oTihe BlcxxT^ways made ^' particular ^nd'^f- 
ichttal part of the'S^cfifidal rlfaaj. ; ■' 
' The ^ l^^'deihcf freely ofTered hiniiejf t3*a ' 
Vi^ifliibr i»$ • therefore a lihgular value Vas' 

fct 
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vs]»6 .^yD 1 1 CiS>tBr^ B ei: fCCi 
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"tH^ttiibabk 4tM)o|[ft^'Ithe Hettflfasiis^t^fencbdiat. 

lofesland Bankl ^ ofiQrii^,^.dU(^h«)^- for 

people, fo available wilJi\GoKLli,Mty,' it 

tdMWghe a htfffiOtXieti.h^M^iiiiiiiiea 

^ if the Beafia to be : qSaoi:*XLtoG 

' to the AlMF. For vi^idt tedkn, 

if I remember, z-RMfmi Em^^wkJiiisigtitboed 

^ ibuk huadredi '<€ Oxen, beoinla I* 'could 

X not^nd one tJut would wuBc^iip^jlie i|^ ;. 

-aod leu- the tufu^t^t&m^ Hc^^ w^ j^ys 

'•«iKSerftO it. ;i- ■■ •"•- ■:•• .• ■■• •■ : ;:1 • '.:■■ :3 

- Jt was a luKmn Jdroiiatftanoe, itot piv.r*- 
.id^p^on wa^ to i)e«£bftecl lky.<im^ ofr.^^^. 

J'rom thence SuperititiiRi deaiied .itb<;?;acuJUty 
i'^^offlntiian Saoincb i -not J^ntiJicJSnanp]«, 
~i-ofl'Abrahan3.'; -B'ecatafti diff v£ui^pmiiiMiid£;|re- 
~"4rSl«d- imcnxgll: tl|e bi6ft d^oj^reidnddiftint 
^'^^ fiieM'Btvoi dae: : ttibes of Japbst ithd oFilam » 

'^«fid %as there&te/: ij^out doi^ therpetwr- 
i^lk^iof ^ principle Warned ^dbretbH>i^£k>n. 
-• q Tbfe Huttian Viajm w«4» bcs^thft Sn«* 
^'of ^%» HdilGft the Cuftom, iff dmcf of fwtti-'' 
~'fem>&' <6r oth«^ -^ttt^I&:Ca1aiiiiff^'^4>4 ehoofibg' 

jirh'jT."- ■: .'■ ,,;fv;...f,-: •!':':--? JtJorrcH*' nf * 






m IS c ©Tirana Ei ac. d^y 

:.. jElke ^£^ ilill ^ tm^easpefbed to be a v^a- 
: Jmbfatomi to hme {<xiiG.merit $ and tbemfiE^ro 
c:. flidSb 9c«nJ«yiKT4«igrctre fooae&xtts fed m<^:dftli- 
I- «ili^)»titheipoblic oqpeAce. . i ;. 

c ' Tbt Dofiriflc . of Puiificatlon W4s sliKAys 
; :]wp( iifbvts well aft thbtof atoaemcnn: :£yk»9d, 
. Fke^ and.TWater, \KC&e:the: general emUkcns 

of it. Hence the fire*wor(hip of .tbe;Cl}»l- 
-^defl%itI}e jBtBsedtwft. of .tbo Waters, Qf the 
; ^i^s^^»dit]|i« crin»Qf:eitii^,vith^^^^ 
<:^j|iiaciSrdn^MJwailiTOdl*.;^ rr'l 

^ ' i^^ '3£f| ^^Atyi ^fnindfdes Q£:the ^ Sacrifigal \ kltoM 




r^UA^4hc]^u^ the. JRprifa Pia^ 

-iwt^fiiijf <t^tj»x«4 and' npttiiy odier iniUncies, 
sncf Sittnfiefld wnje difltoQ in. nvfloW^r;' par- 

cicrip2[rfilpQd fa.the Ma^es ; ^their ea^ttg^ jSIqod, 
in Honour to thie Manes j their Offering 
Smn/fkiW6^i<S tbefdufdl 'of their Deities, 

ssNy.^ and 
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tnd the Dft fnJerU "^ AiRi » hiaptos } 
thdf ORbiiiigS' <^ Myfc ' i(hd Honoy ; their 
ifiilirig Ihcir firfi-borh pife- thtob^ tlife fife 
fe MoiochTire>-Birtlii6tt)t!ftife^ dpj^d^dik fo 
the Mo^ic Ritual, and ^\QaSB& ^ MdmlltyV 
evBehccs Aat diere w6t( dtrcittWute^ liiftitu- 
tions, and'Thjini^dlis; agalnft 4/(40ok SUjpeiiH^ 
flon and ^poflacy had efbbi^Be^tiidfe,* ^^^ 
were much more' abtinft -thaii: ^ tfelicf^'t^ 
Moles, becaufe it is cvidiiit thefc carraptlons 
were fof which Spencer hiriiMf toalbes ;jMi 
difpute; ind-tjf which Acre eirishfrndfle; • * 
* It is trie/ that the /HtaHMi^ eiifcrtafeed 
Grange' ncmons' that Safcrifices wcj»c liifc iBIsA. 
of the Gods, tbd ierved tb- bt^'thlir iin^6^ 
and many other notion^-asf-i^lill-y <WM^ 
^ve juil ground W tfteiwoWIts .iiF Gticce 
tt) tiOTi the rcKg^on of dft^ cbi»ntt/-ihto fid?^ 
ciile*. ' If he Ifraelitcs Acitifelves wcS? libt 
ffce from tHe infedion of thefe- iSfe - <^ihiof»/ 
^ may he- ofcrerved'ffbth -i^*' f^fd^&iJfJbrtJ 
(jod gives them in; tlxe- IRfeJms " j :^ff : riiat 
Other in . Ifaiah*, Where it af^pfe&rf tha^' we? 
jews trufted in the opiis Vpef'atum tiSAc^t&cti 
to countervail the evil df tlieir (Jblngs;* 

. As / 
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^s to the paffages alledged froniv Scripture^, 
to prove that* Cjod deliglitcd n6t ih^acrificei 
and therefore did not tcimmand it : if they Ab 
hot-ejcpl^iti each bther ; or ifdiat quotation 
froni'the Old Tertamettf^ '^ I'wjff I bme merely 
*' and hot SacfifiC€'^\ cortiparfed dfo-widi SauKfc 
f:6ndu(3:, which occkfibiied Sartiud ro reprovi 
jiim"' s or if that %lng of *e- Apoftl^, 
^* Faith without works is dead^ f wttl not fuffi- 
xjcutly explain them \ the Reader will be n6 
longer at a lofs foV their meaning, if he conful6 
the Judicious Mede, Or perhaps he njay "find 
the principal of them' explained in the coilrfc 
^f this worK. ^* 

Porohyry had fame, reafon to call the 
cuftom of Sacrificing, an impious, iiljurious^ 
wicked rite, nor acceptable tothe Go^s* • when 
he confidcred the bloody carnage of Caligula's 
Wgo, when the Romans/ according*^ to Sue- 
tonius, pffered in the courfe of three Mohths 
'i6biood Vidims^; But the abufe of a religipufe 
ritei yrith jmpartid perfons, is no argiimfent 
againft its'yfe and propriety. Thtt^xVy^A^ 

' y?£il. 1. ^ 10, ri. -Ifa. i. ii. lieu IxYi. z^ ^» Jflr« 

'M9^'' ^i^ • • *.J^<^^* '«^'-^' ^^- ^^^ 2" • ' ^' 
XV. ?>»% ^Jam. ii. 17, 20, « l^ufcb. Pr»p. Eving 

'Ub- 1y. p. .«f8. ' " ^ In Vit. 'Cidig/ 14; " - ' 
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thers had lefs reafon to fpeak fb degradingly of 
Ac Jewifli Sacrificattire 2 nor arc the fcntiments 
of the learned Grodas> in his Comment upon 
Exodus, equal in weight to many of his better 
digefted opinions j as they give no evidence 
of that critical acumen neceffary in a com- 
mentator. As to the Argumen t s of the learned 
Spencer, they would have weight in favour of 
the Divine Inftitution of Sacrifices^ an opinion 
which he combats, bui that he k fo full of 
contradidions and manifeft abfurditics, that 
his authority has the lefs influence. It is 
hardly worth while to fummon the Evidences 
on both fides of the Queftion. So many an- 
cients and fo many Moderns would only 
ferve to fill a page with names to litde pur- 
pofc. The reafon and true nature of the 
matter remain ftill the fame. 

The antiquity and the univerfality of the 
rite proves an origin as high as Noah \ who, 
under the name of Ogyges, was faid to have 
firft offered a Meat-OfFering ; and under the 
name of Prometheus, was faid firft to have 
offered a Bullock. " Amidft the number of 
"' dififerent religions, there is not onfe which 
" has not made Atonement for Sins its chief 
** end/ Man has. always felt a convi6tiofl„ 
«' that he flood in need of the Divine cle- 
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'• mcncy V' But this uoiycrfal fcntirnqi>t could 
not be the natural rtefon whySacrifiqes were 
t^fiered ;. elfe why are they, not offered to this 
day ?- And different tribe§ of. Men, if driven 
to the neceflity of* finding Out atonement for 
themfelves, woald hive, varied tbcir modt sZt^ 
cording to the di&at9$ qi fancy^ notwith- 
iOtanding the famenefs of princif^e aduating 
tliem al}. One common form argues one 
common origin ; and Ai??!'? ^ajth an4 &acri^ 
fice^ with the faccefs of. .both, will poiat qi^t 
what that was« Wb^re tnattc^rs are left to the 
mere iriventioh ail4( in^^gin^t^ons of men, we 
may cxpcd to fia4 .toore variety aqd diverfity. 
What Spencer fayi^of Purification may be, 
with. him, applie4.dlfo to Sajcrifiqe : '^ Undfi 
^ "Verb Gent a ilU omfies^i,?igeruis. Unguis 
** moribus^ terrarfijfs Jpatiis ab invicem di[jk(e 
\\& divij^r^eo^. inritus bujus ufu cpnjpirarent^ 
^\niji quod\ a patribus q^fbufdam commtmibus 

: The inftances to he pjoduced from the 
ancients ^gi^ee fo perfedUy with the ftridelt 
noti9n$Qfyicariou& atonement, that it is almo^ 
matter of fur prize, tljat tbp, .Heathens enter- 

^ Voltairie Hift, ,Vpl, ir. f. 177.,. f Spen. d<, Leg. 
Hebr. L, iii. Cap. iii. Difs. 3. 4 2« . 

Ik. 
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tnitktA fiich mean and ridiculQus opioion of 
Sacrifices in common toftances. That tbpff^ 
vfko were contaminated with Bloody and ua^ 
purged) w^c held unfit and imprqier for Sor 
^l connexions, Herodotus acquaints us in 
the Gftfe of Adraftu$''3 and in the ca& of the 
Daughter of M<^acles, with whom Pifiilratus 
"Gtrodd not cphabit^ faecaofb the Alcnpsonidos 
trcre guilty <rfan iinexpiated Crime. Tlte 
Greeks called fucb %iMfUf^. God would 
not permit David to buSd htm an Ebufej^ h^- 
^icauib he had been a talanof war,.andhad ibed 
Blood K The Cbito$ w^uld ofibr to the Gods 
• npthing which ^me from the r^ion of 
Atarnea, becau^ that city and ]t$ liberttes 
were given tbcm as thte price of Blood "*•• Nef- 
thor did the Romans eat any of the produce 
c£ the Campus Martius t^er it was confe- 
crated i but threw them all into Ac Tiber, 
bfecaufc the field was Holy. The Ifraelites 
had a particular form of expiation ti) the cafe 
of a man found flain in tfie way".* Hierodotus 
talks of the Lydian fomi of expiation, (of 
plood he probably means) and tells us that it 
vi'as nearly like the Grecianr .Th^. examples 



* ' 
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of €odras, Curtius, and the Decii, have already 
jjcen mentioned. The brave Leoni<Jas ou^t 
not to be forgotten, whom Herodotus reprc- 
fents as having facrificcd his life upon.tq? 
feme principle. Mofes a^d Da vidj indeed,. di<i 
not devote themfelvcs ae^ the other^Mand ac- 
tually feek death ; which, aftet all, fevpurcd 
.Ipm^thing of prefumptioo 5 . but ^offered, them- 
fdves freely, and left -it to l|itp who could 
jijidgeofthc fincerity of their intention, . whe- 
ther he would accept their lives for a Satisfac-* 
tiffp or »o* St. Paul expreffes a wifli, in the ar- 
dency of his zeal for his Countrymen, of the 
like fort. The, remark of Caiaphas, that it 
was expedient that ooe man (hpuld.dic fpr 
the people, fpake the fame language ; and the 
Offer oirSperthijus and Bulis to die for their 
Country, and . ^heir , actual prefen^ing them- 
fel yes. to. Xerxes for that generous end, land 
jXerxcs' refufal to put them to deathj bear 
emplc teffemony, tjiat, the greeks and Per- 
fians, with moft other nations' (for inftances 
may ht found), were well acquainted with 
th^ ^eitujnei Pofitvine of Vicarious Atone* 

There have been no reafons offered of 
{inch'wflight, as!^,mal^c it necefiary for us to 

• riftX, Hcrod. 
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hcfitate ip pronouncing, that God himfelf d!d 
ihftitutc Sagrificcs to be a proper, eiprcili 
authentic, and permanent, declaration and 
forefhewing of the atonement and fati$fa<Sti6n 
his Son fliould make, by laying down his Life 
for the Sins of Mankind. The antiquity of 
the Inftitution, the nature of it, and its ready 
application (according to the figurative modd 
cf conveying truths jn the early world) to 
the circumftances of that great Atonement, 
leave us no room to doubt of its true origin; 
The only thing which can be 'fuppofed tto' the 
contrary is^ that after God had inftruScd 
Adam and his Sons, by plain expreiTion, in the 
nature of the atonement his oWn Soil waS4o 
make for their Sins, the Piety of Abel fuggefted 
this memorial-fervice expreflive of his faith, 
agreeable to what becanie- foon afterwatrds 
cuftomary. And the prortiptnefs and ^ppo- 
litenefs of this a(9: of devotion, fo expreffivc of 
his belief in, and comprehenfion of, the na* 
ture of Chrift's fatisfadion, might have b<iea 
one efpecial caufe why he was called thfe 
Righteous, and the example of his faith bb 
thenceforth held up as a rule and pattd?h t6 
all future generations of iVlankind. '' ^^' J ' 
But on good grounds it^ iSiay bb idotibtdS, 
whether he had fufficient authority fir>m 

original 
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cfiginal grant to fl^y an Animal upon, fuch 
pretence. For a grant gi dominion over ^ znd 
aa. inconteftible ri^ht Xodifpofepf, the lives of 
Animals, are perhaps matters perfedlly 
diftindt, though, by fubfequent and cor- 
ijapt ^ufgge, we have been led to qanfpund 
tjbicm in; our id^as. Neither is it eafy to con- 
<:eive how fo . venturpus a deed was like]^ to 
recommend him to the favour of Heaven ; or 
Ciyeii how a Man of his Charader, fo good and 
amtiahle,. could undertake to kill an inofFehfivc 
Animal, and bring himfelf to be the author 
of what, though fiejhed in bloody we behold in 
^yery inilance with rrfudtance and averfion. 
The whole matter feems peculiarly the bufi- 
nfS^ of ijivine authority ;and inftrudtion, both 
upon account of the right of taking away 
lixc life of an Animal, which can only be de^ 
riv^c^.frpm God ; and alfb as after the pro- 
jnif^s were given, and it became neceflary to 
deliver down the remembrance of them to 
fucceedmg generations, and teach the prefeiit 
j:9.ac}cnovvledge them with faith and gratitude, 
ppthing but the wifdom of God could contrive 
^ micaoa fo permanently and" fo univerfally 
cxpreffive. For however, languages , and 
H^9Sf? Jiave. varied amonVft the 'different 
tribes of Men, yet>tb^ .cuftom and original 

. . .. " ' K 4 • cere- 



c((^fefl[)Qpies pf facrificing were pricfferved' every 
ijy:here,,^ilV tjic corning^ 6f C:fin"fti by which 
cd^'pg; they were ^f iS fet afide. It is, rio^ 
bafty conclufion to fay, that God did hirhfetf 
prd^itf -Sacrifices ; becaufe* we ftrirf that lie 
cfdifeM' Adki!n , arid His wife ^ith the llctns of 
Beafbf.'the i!^(h of which Was not dllowtd 
i&tkMi This may appear indeed ' r ffi^ 
c^rcAmuance^ feut muft be allowed its wajgh't. 
^oi- as, Beafts were not llain jfbr fobd, thtfre 
is greater probability that they were flain itt 
Sf^Crifice : and , we may fafeiy' iriiagifie tKi^ 
tnev. woul4 not have been flam by Adatm, 
without warrant ffotfi the Ct-eatoi*. Buithcf 
r5pr9of which God glides ^aln l66ii aftdr, 
coriffdered in its true lights makes the matter 
pitetty evident *. Cain, is is mbfl! probable; ei-' 
ther reieiSea the Uodinttt of a Redeemer, of' 
treated j't with difregard .j and relied upon, the 

c * j5en.iv. 7, The cxpreffion,an the Original of the paf- 
fage referred to^ is. plainly. Elliptical ; and accordingly Ka's been 
VarioiJfly tranftated by Intevpretcrs. 

•fieHrJ^v'.' rrt^i^;3f''D'h Cii^ l^l^n .' • . . ,/.;..' 
Septuagint, Ov^^iiiip df^^jr ^^f^^lViptH^i o^^iff J^i (jui 

Syr; and" Af ih* lio^neJHfpnficerh., r^ci^es F ' ' - ^^" - - . . 
y u^. ^ ' • ' •'^' ' ^A^bz/w* / hire 'ifgerli^ retipits f • ' • ; ' ' 
Taig.'Ohk;' -'' %meJimie^iniofna^tii^^^^ " 

Tvldi^taif, " ' ■ ■ jkdW0ekS'^?erts^ . ' • •^\ -^^ [;;{) 

^.ij^'p()ieMt 'udl? the el'bpfo^'i^r is well fopprlied>sifbfiw»f • 



0i&t:btr'k'$4 Ml t^f 

KtVt^xm of Watnre as fufficieht tb feciWs tdl 
hhn . tfie 'bldKngs hfe SiHfhea, rliiHAy, 'Ifife 
Aijoymcht x)f - Eartfcly •arid fctnipdrsS 'fitfe*' 

* • * <\ ' • 1 <> , 

to be wlnit Montsmus intended : or at leaft this {knit b lufoefted 

frofflf comparing h'is tran(lati6fl' \V!th the Sfcptftaginf- ' 

- J^MY^is^^Ok^ i^ft^i^^ iA. JCiuX of die V<Al> ktZl^; «licihi: 

ht Ufted up in order to be prelented orgive^n^ it therefcfre 
jPurt'hh^'fignHi'cs to" cptr-An^ as a' i/y^/Ai« Irf fJi^df is'-'be' 
tikck imzj iskiSt b^/Z^QM^^y/i ther^re .k\ ^glibmvi) ikt^^ 




giuMiy ^ditmd'inxht^Mgt 

Mere Mii ie^ as t^^9l¥«'pa^Ubtr m£iiit^r^\m^ tlf 

or ^ (7^/1. the;:^ 19 %fRci^t ^utkority. for trar^auiig i{ by Jltt 
infinitlvt t)T tbe f^efh ' In tfik place, ^'kfevari \ \M tor''%. 
plying the Ellipfis, ^ir^f/ ehvan donuntm 

iWy^ dfteli vllb^4«fti^>ilbAlilvtat^Cklibft)rtf> ^nAr 
ikttd. ExQd. ^i/l)i. ^(. we ftiAditdMoniJM di^^bwfraiit 
facred Ornaments of the £(l^ Pi^Jfi^ ini'l^eF -dbcr Prkfb 
«lr^^fy flood tbHii^i*^* V^' jg in e^ tnu»Sati,«n isf >^ ««// 
Mr/- (fis* tbr pkte-<^ ikc Mixtt\JMlif4^^ JIotw'a 
** fdtthmJy ihMt A^fint l/Hi^ bn^ tk* ifiifHi^. ofth$ Bo^ 
^ thikgsj «4#^^ tkM'X:^ilJrei^ ^ J^aeiJhaH haiiffw tufllthtir 
** koly Gifts ; and it Jball It always upon his forthuidr 
By vh^k it (hpuld .-fiaf^ tbf^t^c Higb.PnQft ww «lwaj> to 
vnf the! Mitiie .wi!;h the pUite inrcribedi/^^Holiuefs to the 
Lord.". WhcKeas if the mrfqosd to J^a^Du Uanflated w//f/?^ 
i*V€r inftcad of tf«^,- ti^ fcnfc will appicftr th^t he wfl» to <Vear 
ttofeOfnirteiit8;:**^:*i*>l*'Wr.JM/r^ ih btrpHties of 

^^fof' tht f^rtferjsim if'tnii,^F^iffi(f:ut. vikenevOThe facri- 

fe^l Comp* Yfi6/43» tUB Iftjtioftiptty p^^mW as »llorker» 
• v ' about 



.^^aiflns;; Whi^JipJri il\yjw^,^^^ arcf^ 

l^wly. . he. ^Q^dlied the. hope^ bC Inu^oct^ity 
itbr the &ke 'of an £airth-boro inheritance^ 
iKiSfliiQg only for j^ more fruitfu} foil,: that he 
lilugkt enjoy his :j>refeiit life with lefs fatigui^ 
^mA^mcat fatisAdion s> fuppoliag; tbefe» * the 
reproof is jtift : " JJT tbou ddft ni>ell^ fiiU tbopt 
^^mghteft to offer I andifthoudojl not ie^^//, aSiin^ 
"^.QffiniingM^tb.at tiy door*^ Jf tboupit^ 
^^Jbmep a fet^B otedttnci; ta^leaft thtm 
^*oughteJt fli offer a bread-offerings iff gratifude 
"^ifor^/Aehleffings thou rtceiwfr: jkut ifphu 
^^hajl fatiM ifaoKSini^ and thy €onfcimce con* 
^'[^faineth thee 4q plead guilty ^ Ibavje appointed 






dbont tke tiastkd :Oriiaifae|it»» At Pmfts' ^/erp to qb&ryc^ia 
Anc taixiiihAUpOfi. kftthcy (hould./'A^/> pr offtr iniquitj 
(i. e. Sacrifices- for iniquity) undiii^ ' \ 

In the Prophet 'AmoB wd find God tejpddicfainf hb Peo^* 
thtis ; <^ JXf^jw modi Saer^n #r ^fti approach ,mit0\W€ 
^forfitrtyytkrs in the fVildtmefi f* But ye have (onw*D1 
lifted up) offered a Tahernack to Mchch^*-^^^ Amof 

FitMA thefe few inibttces (more' migiit ht adduced) itAp^ 
pearSy that Ktt/3 is itfeB 'as a &j:rifieal ixrm^ if 'tibis is not 
its printipal tile* 



J • » 
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* n«Dn figmfici&VO^riaig, at well as-S/Vr, Vid. Kennicott, 
Difs. ii. p. 2i7,' y^i alfo fignifief the If^ing dovm of a 
^(l^ft^^iC^inetimc^ji itis.ufed in a ineta^boricai fenie, but in {hii 
{>Iate the natural fcnfe fcems the' moft eligible. ^. 

y ^ typi* 
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*^ a ty^cal afmmmfdr d^ ISin,i^ the- ^S^^ 
^^JvQe\t)fnn' jbnmal^biniy lietb 4^wti enamuft 
•^ iky door^. There lis anofber p^tiaatelJ 
obierviable in AbeVs* Sacrifice^ ; thiit he :>dflite4 
of the firfiUngs of his fibcic Whate^en i llu) 
lears or other^feeiiDgs of Man toight fug^^eftt 
iuppofing it^Iikdjr that. a thought ihottki>c<Slie 
km) his besrtt,; tiiat God wooiM jaccoont vAte 
death of one Atigria/l^'a furil.^sfi^Sxoa fcffitfaa 
crifihes of an6ti»er>^ }ret ^ remaiiisia matter^ 
ibipri^e, that /the: ^ix^ fodiiigB fboiiM; ^j^l^f^ 
fb'fnany paiticidar. Obferytncet.in .Stacri^jiCe^ 
as 'to make it fpeak tho (ttnt.ian^ t^ttU i^US»g!l}^;Kr 
of Redempt^enu^t waa lacky eiKHlgh in ;^Jxi 
txD &ll)upon the yeiy cimumfHnce>: !^ P^^ag 
ei^Jitfi-Urn^ foiinuch iniifttd upon by God 
himfelf ^terwarAs, and ia-exa^ftly coIm£t 
ponding with the atonement which his only 
Sod haihv finceimadip for .Mankind., fiutia 
Sacrificing, it ^)vtf$ neceflaiytt^/bura^ Anjif*. 
Ibfial^ either the tirfaole or mpatt;^ And^ts is 



♦ ^* Nam lisec' ammalia pnefto feinpei' erant iX pari fiicSIftite,' 
^ filfriiSs «t Xltarilrds afier^banw.^ ^iL*«pns envt.vt yc) aMl 
***xnare ,vcl Sylvam' curreret qui Deum Tel boTC- velf oxc 
\\ donarei^aiuilT^t." Spenc. dc Leg. Hebr, Lib. iii, Cap. ii« 
Plfs. 2. $ i,.(t Juliajii, verb, ab epcitat, 

apothof 
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IttBP^ lite fi^'Metfiii^i^Mfling at the i^ipf 
«lbd/^iP it miiftnftill be dbiihted from yfh^t 
id^Mta^ Sadri&M»i were ocdaiocd to be 
A^fcfdd. *Ont mnlB ttpprehend, that the 
iSmbJdi the Aniitifiil 'was dbc only, powt oo^ 
Mffiiry forvkacricmsatcHiemeat ^liltt, notvridi^ 
flafiding, we find anudiverfal cnftonhi oiburru* 
h^ tbi facnfice?^ as a fcrt of ge^eal laBguagb 
tjtpreffive of CJod's. anger agab&ft Sin. And 
fftM^ii^ 4^npUmg the blood^.and dl thd 
tfdMf iNfl^inent ceremonies. of Sacrifice were 
t» iftreiitk»i6 ^ Abeli or foosc who prefently 
iMbkeded him^ in^^d^S' of ) Piety/ we cannot 
b^adnii^ng' their ^rcat ingeniiity, or xhdt 
^dO(l fortune.' Sm ^here there is fuch xi^ 
fdwrkable coneuntnice and cxrrrefpondeike 
^ dreiimftanees/ we cannot eafily acqtneTce 
A liie opinioft of ^ its hsq^psmng by chance ^ 
jior/alhiWy.tfaitcai^ thing Idk than the aq^ 
ilioffty .. arid vEEifilpm of . G^d .was fufficient 
for thefe things. From all which confidera- 
tignsy and a number of others which might 
be Dffeffcd» the conclufion cannot be excepted 
agairift : Th«t Attel offered a bloody facrifice; 
in obedience^ to Divine .direAion i expreffive 
of his faith in Chrift ; declaring in expreffive 
ftrms his truft in the atonement to be made 

by 
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by the promifdd Rbdeemcr*. Andal} tU^^fifiyrl^c 
admitted,' notwithfiwiidiQg iMofes has t^e^ib 
ihort in his acccsunts of the firft Ages^ b^ 
caufe it' cannot be doubtedj but God vqgdijr 
fafed to Adam and his Children cleari^ 
and more full Revelations of his will, tjii^ 
that Ibcred t^fbrian haii roc^^r^od* r 
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DISCOURSE Xr 



0/ the Corruptions of Mankind 

before the Flood. 

TH E origin of the corruptions of 
ixignkind, like tha firfl rife of Arts, 
is involved in much obfcurity, and perhaps 
deferves not io much our curiofity and atten« 
tion. But a few pages beftowed in examin* 
ing what were the moft prevailing Vices be-» 
fore the Flood, may be found no great inter«- 
raption to the courfe of this Work* 

\yi^» we confider how gradually even f lire 
worft natures approach to the worft of Crimes, 
and that the progrefe of corruption, ^ Whteii it^ ^'' 
Ss moft rapid, is ftill regular, we cannot but 
be aftonifhed to find Murder the fecond crime 
upon record :'but We ire not to conclude that 
it was thp fiirft whkh Cain committed,- efpe- 

cially 
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ciaUy as Su John has intimated the con- 
'trary P. His behaviour alfo, after he had 
perpetrated the black offence, (hews him' to 
hive been deeply pfadliftd in' guilt, 'and* " 
hardened by it into unbelief. The fullen ' 
reply he made to the qucftion which God 
put to hxvciy ^' Where, is \Abtl tty^ bmber? 
** / know not I am I my brothers keeper t^V* 
breathes a fpirit of defiance hardly to be 
found in the jmoft abandoned and impious* 
Neither does there appear any fubmiffion, 
any relenting in his manner of receiving the 
doom God denounced againft him : '^ Mypu^ 
*' nijhment% fays he, is greater than I can bear^-, 
" Behold^ thou Bajl cajime out this day from the 
*^face of the earth : and from thy facejhall I 
" (or will \) be hid\ andlJhaU be a vagabond 
** and arunnagate * . in the Earth 3 and who-^ 
^^foever findeth me fhall flay me \'\ Which 
words exprefs defpcration rather than relent- 
ing j and if we may venture to conje6lurc> 
from the reply which God miade to them s, 
contain a perverfe refolutiqn to put an* eod^ 
to bis puniihment: by. fuicide^ or by proiroiu: : . 

P 1 Jok. iii. llm ^9^^* ^^•9» 
^ AffiiTfif ftOs/burpf ^yfr^f tHom. . ^ .• ::i 

rGw.iv. xji I4*\ 'Xfaa^lk, i^/t - :*J cZ-'^ 1i 
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ing death from the hand of another. ' " He 
^^ that refufeth correStion^ dejpifetb bis own 
^' Soul^r '' He tbatbatetb reproof h hrutijh «,•• 
And It is juftly reprefented as the very bardnefs 
of Sin, " not to receive correSfion ^^* 

Example is never without its influence: 
^^ Patriarch's clpecially is moft powerful to 
produce evil or good amongft his pofterity, 
"ithis appears too evidently froni the ccndu<3: of 
one of Cain's defcendants ; for whether we arq 
to underftand the words of Lamech y, of his 
Jtiaving already flain a yopng man^orof his refo*?. 
lution tp kill him, (for they may be tranflated 
either way) they (hew, that neither the horrbr 
of Abel'S murder, nor the heavy weight of 
curfc which Cain endured for it, was at all 
fufficient to deter men fron> the like iniquity. 
•This is confirmed by what folTows in the next 
Chapter, ^* tbat there were Giants ♦ in the 
** Earth, mighty men^ men of renown z. And 
^« the wickednefs of man was great upon Earth j 

<« every thought of bis heart n/oas anly evil con^ 

♦ 

% Ptov« 3nr.-32. « Pror. xxi, %. * Jcr. ii. |o, 

Jcr. Y» $* Jen. yii. ifi. . y Gen.iy. jj^ 

* O^/Bi. Men of violence, 
H3en, ri, 4. 
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s^llinual^. And the Earth was corrupt be-- 
yfori God, and filed with violence *. 
,. ,Xbc povvcr of punifhing offenders capitally, 
Wther was not delegated to men before the 
Flood ^ or, upon pretence of God*s ** hav^ 
« ing fet a mark upon Cain, lejl any finding 
" him Jhould kill him'' I' was not exercifed by 
thena. ' Perhaps the men ofviolencei the mighty 
meny would not permit Its exercife j and ex- 
empting, themfelves from the reftraints of the 
Law, prevented the fandions of the Law 
from being inflidled upon any\ We find 
many fimilar «ras in the Hiftories of the 
Poft-diluvian Nations j when violence and 
murder have been fo univerfally pradlifed, 
that they have become univerfally protefted j 
and there has been no law but the Sword, nor 
any rights of poffeffion or property, but futh 
as wete determined by force. Whether, 
therefore, the power of avenging blood with 
blood was firft given to Noah and his Sons % 
or that it was only renewed to them ; cither 

*nrTO tp dcftioy by violence or by fraud. As a noun, it 
fijnifics a ^€t which fwecps Deftiuaion, or a Pit into which 
a perfon is decoyed anS tteceived. Dan, violence, rlpine. 

«Ocn. ix.6. *Gen. iv. 15, 24- ^^^^' **• 9- 
^ Gen. ix^ 6. 

I, fappofiticn 
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/oppoiitkm {hewa the ' f«a&nablei;i«!^ lof be- 
lieving murder tphai^c been very frequent 
iq ihe>: Antediluvian ages. It (hould feeoi, 
thait becaufe men have been ne|;le(4tful of 
avi?pg|[ng blood> that God has pledjged him-. 
felf to avenge h/^. The necoffity of obliging 
them tp be flridlly vindiftive of a crime fo pcr- 
niciou$9 appears from the evil which alwayv 
flows^lrom their negledt 5 and God's fev?rky 
inciting blood for blood, imputing murdec , 
tQ thofe who ought, and yet have negledted 
to *avenge it, is undoubtedly intended to 
roufe men to jufl refentment, ma cafe 
wherein the Security of Mankind is fo in- ; 
timately concerned. We read in the Book 
of Numbers', ^ fkai the land iannot be 
" cleaiifed of the blood that is Jhed therein^ but 
« by the klood of him ihat fhedjt\ and the 
Ifraelites are warned ^^not to pollute their 
^landy' VIZ. by neglcdling to avenge mur- 
der i Arid all other nations will find the feme 
neceffity incumbent upon them; fbrif the 
fword of Juftice is laid by in the fcibbard, at ' 
a time when it ought principality to be tin* 
Iheatheid, and to flame againft offeiiders,' We ' 

" » - •• • ' ^ I:. I J . \i. 

find 






^. ^•. 
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firfa irtliSfeiy n6 worftr bnfieft of th^ ftflpend- 
ift|: tfeffbf s "tof <jod'8 owri -arm . 
•'Thfe importance of the Law, that '* Jfcfo/ir 
« 'arid Wifi Jhdlt be mepjh^'* is eafily ob- 
fcrved Irdfti the mifchiefs and corruptions 
>^hidi the breach of it has every where oc- 
cafionbd. This crimd firft appears in a fahc-^ 
tified forms it takes' the facred name which 
it'diigracesi fhat of Lawful Marriage : and the 
taking two or more Women by one Man, 

under the name of Wivcsj has been thoaght 
to {hiel(i from thb reproach c^ luftfulneis. 
But it is undoubteclly a fad, that where-ever 
Polygamy has been allowed of, and even di- 
vorces haVe become ufual and common, the 
extremes of wantonnefs have foon taken 
place. To this We may afcribe, in part, the 
Witkfedflfefe of Cain's poftcrity j for Lamech 
wb find ha4 two Wivbs at orie time. But the 
exaipple, It is likely, extended hiuch further j 
fof that , gfcricral corruption which fpread 
through the poftcrity of Seth, was. alfo pro- 
bably owing to Luft as qiuch as to covetouf- 
nefs : for grea^ crilnes' af e m'oftly ifeen together 
in the fame Ages, though not always in the 
fame perfons. ,. The facred Hiftprian fcllsus, 

? > ^Gen. ii. ai« 

\ 
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thdt ^ A^^en . ^ V il^m ^^« • to niuMply tt^nH 
^"^ the face of the Earthj ^nd. dau^t&s wen 
^^'bdrn'tmfo themy 4he &om of God fam the 
" Daughters cfMtfiy thaith^ iloerefdrsandihef 
^^ took them Wives ofailnbhich H^^chofi^^^ 
' It is necdlefs to obfcrve, that by S^ns ofGod^ 
ifi the language of Scriptiure, are tocant.all thofc 
tAy^ by a good life, arid an avowed, acdcpt** 
rfrice" of the Covenants which Godiias of- 
fered to mankind, ftand in a pacticttkr x^z^ 
tlon to him. Whether the apoftacy of the; 
family of Cain, th? wickedncfs of vwbich did 
undoubtedly gi*e rife to the diftindion im^ 
plied in ^'the Sons of God,'" and ^'the Daugb- 
♦« tersof Men" began in the ^earlieft genera^ 
tioris of jbt s or whether there was a partial 
defeftion at firft, iiicceeded by one more ge- 
neral ^t a certain period, cannot be oertainly 
determined. But that the Antediluvian ge- 
nerations did forlake and difhonolSr God, to 
as bad an eflfea, though poffiWy not.in. the 
fame way pretifely, as the Heaidb^ris did after- 
ward, who thence became " aliens from God, 
' ^' and Jirangers from the Covenants (fprq- 
; « mife ^^' appears extremely probabk* ;/rhe 
difference, which is imagined to.hia!Ke;.ibmc- 

f G«n. vi. J, S. * Eph. ii. la. 

times 



/ 



/■■'^ 



DISCOURSE X. 149 

times fubfifted in the religious and moral 
conduft of the two leading pofterities of 
Adam, might alfo have been one reafon, why 
Beads were diflinguifhdd into dean and un«- 
clean*. This Diftinflion was made, either 
at the time the Apoftacy began, as a dedara- 
iion from God what difference he would 
make in behalf of thofe who continued in 
his Covenaiits ; or after the Apoftacy bad be- 
come general in one tribe, to mark the fub- 
fitting difference between the two families, 
and to warn the poftcrity of Seth npt to 
^' mingle wit A the Heathen, lejl they Jhciild Uarn 
** tf their ways.^' The effed: which this or any^ 
other caution produced, feems to have lafted but 
a few agtfs at furtheft. A change of manners 
was^foon introduced, which was followed by 
a'tdtdldiflblution of 'moral and religious prin- 
cij^leg ■ 5 *^/tfr the Sons of God beheld the daugh- 
" ters of Men^ that they were fair -y and they took 
*• tmto^ tbefUfehes Wives of all which thy 

*^ i^ho^ \: *' and Giants were born unto them^ 

• I « »^* »'* ■•" • • • 

. v\* ^he^priocipalrWon was, «q doubt, to flgai/y, that th$ 

. ^^nmh .of,€<i^^ V^tlfih fifi^ld take away *< ih SUs of tlif 

** Wond^ ftoukl tc " jF/<^/>', Harmkfi^ uhdejiled^ and/iparaU 

» Gen. vi. 2, • 

L 3 men 



tnctt of^ violence attdrapkic, vrfjoi foJIbwe^ 
their evil inclinations without rcftraint. - There 
is rooni to fuppofe, that a% luflfqliaefs. w^ the 
caufe of the intermixtufe of tj^ two &mi^s j 
fo this alfo introduced. njiiOte.'geD€u:ally.^f^lyT 
^my and Concubinage; for thf text Uyh 
they took to theipfelves wiveSr^if all ix^Ificb 
they chofe ; and it may be u{icle|.ftoo(3,. thaji 
thefc wives were taken by force» f<;>r io the 
word will bears befide that it immediately^ 
follows, that the 'Earth was corrupt bejhr^^ God^^ 
dfid w/is filled with violence k. There is gEcat, 
countenance from the \yhole context to in)a*« 
gine, that. Luflfulnef» was the pripji? incentive 
to violence, and filled the Earth Vf]tK Poly- 
gamy, and whoredom, and • murder.. Thefc 
are not n>erely - conJ€j9:iiral con&quence^. 
btjt fuch as hiftory teaches ud to look upon. 
as the regular and conftaot progreis to ex}% 
treme wickednefs. 

Nor was the defedion' of the Antediluvian 
generations in matters of moriility alone j We 
are told, that the ** Flood ivas brought in upm 
'' thf ^orldoftheuhgt^difr- We afe'il^'tbld, ' 
that <^ ISltiab wasa PreacBer qf Rigbieoufnefs '" V 



*Gcn, vi. li. ^"2 Pet. ii. c. " «'Ibid. 

■ . • "J 



which 
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vliicfa rj]gbteou&i^.:^ wbfUt 

he is faid to have,, ** ifcme the Mdr '^^\' ^\^n 

^^ /i&tf rigbteoi^nifs 'wbicb h by pmtb: rf. ^fm 
*^ Cbri^\"' Infidclkyi therefore^ feryed. t^ 
compkat the Charader of the men ivihoqa 
God deftroyed, and filled up the meafiirecf 
their corruptions. Not perhaps fuch ia&- 
delityas denied God, nor fuch as denied thp 
CoveaaDt^ of God i but iuch as negleded or rc^ 
je<!%ed^, cxretren derided tbem ; fuch as will com-* 
monly be found, in tho& who love this world 
unto abafe ; and placing here their hope^ 
their utnuefi: wiftx of enjoyment, foorn that 
other Countryi the heavenly inheritance, which 
God has prepfitred ^# . Eager to make the ut-4 
moft of diis .Wori(J*$ enjoyments, they rcf 
garded not the promifc of a Refurrcdion to. a 
better y and mad to pu^fue every evil inclina- 
tion, t^ey as jjaadly defied tj^e arm pf V^ngcr 
ance, whofe ftroke, they were warmsd to. ex- 
peft. r^or was the adgion'tion of one.hun- 
dred and tweqty y^arslikdy^.to afFe(a;.roea 
who were tptajly,. injrqcrfed in . pleafflres, 
"«at|ng;,^p4 49nki«g^; m^ryjng ^^d .giKipg 

■ Heb, xi, 7. Rom, iii. 2Z^ Bora, it, 15. • Ezek. 
.XX. 32. y Jude 10 — 15. 
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tlfp^ldft) or in the frtirfmts of Ambition to 
fervc their pride ; ** who filled the earth with 
*? vfolcrkie, and the defigns of whofe hearts 
*^ were only evil continually/' ^* When de^ 
^'firuEHon and unhappinefs are in the ways of 
*^ men^ and the nvay of peace' is unknown to 
them, it is natural to fuppofe, that ^^ they 
^^iave nofearofGod before their yes\ and 
having alfo no hope of his Mercy, thence 
become unmindful of his Covenants. Reaibning 
Infidelity is an unnatural Monfter, a thing 
rare, and hardly to be believed : there is al- 
VK^ays fome *' root of bitternefs'^ lurking in the 
heart which pretends to it ; a concealed 
pcid?, a luft, or an unfuij)e(3:ed envy, which 
t^jrns, men unknowingly into a courfe of 
^obtfulnefs and credulity, which t.^icy take 
to rbe Philofophy. But in a gay world of 
ple^r^, in a reftlefs world of violence (both 
whi(;h: the Antediluvian was by turns), vn- 
gpdlinejl wp are not to fuppofe, had much or 
evep rpqwired much the countenance of falfe 
reafoping.:. Men were too bufily and too 
deeply engaged in the gratification of the 
mcA: violent paflionks, to allow a leifurefor 
thbilght'-'ana^ f^btil ■ argumentation. Their 
luft and their unrighteoufnefs doubtTers' filled 
up their whole a^tttion, and made their 
,,/.X ungodli- 



ungodlinftfe .'tdb pi^ftic^l to- be Spcculaiiyft 

We are informed; ilxat at Ac time cff ifce 
birth of Ent)s, ** Men began 'to call* upm the 
^ name of Jehovah^ r It matters not hdw 
the words ate underftood. In flie fenfe of our 
common tranflation they intimate to us, that 
pious men at rfiat period began to be difr 
tinguiflied ixofii Ae abandoned and' impious^ 
iand were denominated tht"^^ Som of Ood :*^ 
OT they may be' tranflated, as in' the mar^, 
that ^* men then began to ' call tbemfehes by thi 
** name of< Jehovah f Which ig;ain"1mplies the 
iktiie diftinftion i'or they may be tranflatddji 
that:" -M^^ began to prcphane in catling upon 
^^ the name ofyehvah-^' which p'rqphanene6 
. might 'have been Iddlatry^ ot any' other fpecifcs 
of impiety; for4t matters not whkt; fince 
impiety in cfvery kirtd is abbtniriible; and more^ 
or lefs hateful only in degree.' Which^^^er^ 
fenfe is embraced, the conclufioft from it is 
the fame, ^tX impiety tr ungoJlikefittt^Qd to 
fill up ^e tiieafure of Antcdiliiviin inii^uitlcs. ' 



I •■ 



^' ^^ edriiicipere,' o4Df)detty iniluiermte* T6mkVho^ei 

in ^(^ffaiog, ;9kn^ 19 .^ fillip i)^tut|g offfUifg if «» 

piccci, and deftruying it. 
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bee^*<the moik praibiting crimes of theXSe* 
an^caxi^ which ^ptoiiadr, tjbbe ^Gxce& c^ tht^ 
CiJbnos ktobejeflijEttatDdfroosi the Mboundlefe 
|ix4t ^ttcr . ikflcudioa which they brought 
opQft ilhc face of the £arth« Wearefuffi^ 
deotljr^ expedenced ia the long*fiif£ering of 
(pod ; we know his forbearance aad mercy ; 
9iMl,^tbou^ the atm.of his vengeancae i&to 
be fctfed^ yet ^^Jn deta^ng^ be doth not'^ al^ 
Wty f:*make. defokte." £ut when, it; if ib 
QUtftretdied> that ^ ia tibe funoufneft of hb 
V. wratb,.he fi;)iretcl:h his whole difpleaihre to 
^^ari^e^*^ we knp.w they are no common 
gttiUs wiuch can pro^i^oke iucbexcefiive rt^- 
pRiuieratiQQ.. That God wasJong-£i£fenng 
to thftdd World, with, c mercy <and coader 
jcenfioQ . cjQi^al to the feverity of his after- 
j^ftice|. is Qiore than implied^ £)rhis re^^ltzii* 
tloQ.^ (kOroy the World was declaied one 
liuqdred and. twenty years before it was egce* : 
cut^. And why ? That he ought five. Sim. i 
ners' } that men naigh^hsve leifureto^isdSeSLs r 
that ibme at l^afttpight repeat iand atnendfr: 
and,, thai they,.CRight jwtj by ^ «9idi>««ti^ij 
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tbf AjJK. ajy^; sm. b)iildAd^.t|fciQL fx q gi^ tad t 
9114 . copllnt^Qi^of wl^tfzb flight f«r¥^|p 
%Wpsk4^ atts#tiH^«o]M^]i^^ <>ecafirfii 

^QmOktu ^l 4lft>c;the* c4>dHraaf. .of dici^ 

t^^ Ah^Lvyhf^ availed tk^t profofian rv^ 

Yf^liffsmVf ? Ila4^ 9»n fbt efedn i^ th^^ to^ = 

le&^e, wouldr c^aioly baring on a tc^I'^efet 
I|ii)im 4^f ttee fiaith; woiild^zyveitbro^ their 
Cities, their Palaces, all tbd'r ^vrorku of Art - 
and Magnificeiice ; forely they would have 
xepbtmA; ifiat did tb^y tiot forefee ? weriJ 
tbey n0efow*^ar»ted> 'IPes-t^Bul alas f Intern- 
peraMd dfid Luft had brought forth ahgbd- 
linefs, and thefe gay and brutal Lords of the 
World had learnt to fct Cod at nought* 
' ^ The 
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The 4>lendor of tlicir Fcaffe/thc riches of 
their palaces hid from their eyes the things 
if^hidi bdonged to their peace ; and the noife 
of thdr Vidories, their Songs of triumph, 
drowned the ftiU finall voice of Truth ! How 
-often from the Tents of Wickednefs was 
lie^rd die alarm of the midnight riot ! In- 
<flamed ' with, wartton beauty, how often was 
^ mirth of the Tabret aiid the joy of the 
4tep lucc€eded% the Wgfe *df Hatightcr I 
'Kinging thron^'the pleafuires of life, or ftriv- 
irl| for its vain aflvintages; they perifhed. The 
bloom of Beauty, the vigour of Manhood, the 
W^dbm of Grey Hairs, aU mihglcd togedier 
iftfccnes of debauchery, and ftrife,and violence, 
tHl the Flood -came, and took them all away. 
From fuch abandoned progenitors, what could 
fal^e proceeded but an impious brood, making 
life a calamity, and Earth a Hell ! that had 
not God overwhelmed the whole race, they 
muft have perifhed more miferably by each 
other's enormities^ 



iiND of the FIRST PART, 



« 



♦ ' . • 



id^ »"«" I 11111111111)^^ 



DISSERTATIONS, 



•^.yiiii II ""Ny^aKT' " '"I ' w? 



• 1 



V •■. 



r p. A "? ». '*; '• ■ i • 






tA 















V- -.''-—». 



V «v » 



A. 



'» ; ' i 1 ■ I ' ' 






* > 



i:)L 






io n^uijjO 



J. : 






-qaiio:)ai I: -:.,V ;x*:'ij !.. 









'. ' . > 



4 



:^ 



T ^59 ] 



JbV V< 




DISSERTATION I. 



Of tie U/e, and Intent, and Caufes 
of the Obfcurity of Prophecy, 

L H E Sin of Man made this change 

T I alfo in his Situation, that the termt 
^„„ X which God offered him by the ne'm 
Covenant^ were not to be his pre-' 
fent hut future recompence. Wh ile under the 
perf c(3: and unbroken Law of Nature, he lived 
innocent of every offence ; his earthly felicity 
kept equal pace with his obedience in time 
and degree -, and under the Covenant of Eden 
he was in prefent poffeffion of the Garden of 

•Iclight^ and the fruit of the Tree of incorrupt 

tibility* 
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Ability. But by his tranfgrcfSon forfeiting the 
whole of pne Covenant, and fome of tKe mofl: 
eftknabie lAeffmp 6£ &e olher, ^cA no 
kmger fteaced wHIi hray as afore^lime; but hr 
parated the recontpence of hiS^cotki«'£l ^©fti thfc 
probation of it 3^ dnjokiing hifft |*ttftne £5Wi^^ 
/«)»i of Covenant, but referving the pfomifcd 
TCerms for a remote and inddSnite period of 
time. Thus it neceflarily happened, that the 
recofkpence (ftbe tetsAzri beliig tvl«hrh«l^for 
the prefent, the only aflurance men could have 
of receiving it afterwards, was the promife of 
God : and their beiBg pdrfuoded of tha &ert 
tainty of this promife^ 0nd embracing, it^ was 
undoubtedly that Faitb fo highly ipoken of iu 
Scripture. 

Rit not only the ^ernVs rtf this Covenant 
in partiicular were maid^ matters ofhd^enaA 
faith, by being promjed ittfteiaA di^vm^ bul? 
even Ae nature of God's* Safty providence 
was altered ; and temporal bTelfings^ d&e 
continued rewards under tfce ^S^tif^etMA oSP 
Nature; were i»ade niattcts of prm^ Hfee- 
wifc^ and* poflponed offctt to a latfe ibf in 
the Lift of the obedfcnt Sertant of <?0d; *«* 
feintmtte^ given to his cMWren^ a'nd^ViOl tifatsy 
hiftifelf s that, in iktSt, it btfcamc W ^c£e(&iy 
piAciple to bave Faith in G^, with.re^>eS to 

: both 
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both the . Covenants, of Nature and o£ 
Grace*. . 

From this ^Itertticm of the method of 
God's beneficence arofe the nece(}lty and ufe 
of Prophefying. For as he did not give thfe 
bleflingS of his Covenants, it happened una-, 
voidably, that to make thofe Covenants com* 
pleat he mtrft promije them ; unlefs you will 
afBrm, that God might arbitrarily enjoin con^ 
ditionsy without telling Man of any blejjings in 
recompence for obferving them : a mattet 
eafy to be believed of a Man who hath fuUied 

* Agreeable to this ftatc of religieus hope in the early World, 
founded upon the Truth of God's Promlfes, the Forms and 
Ceremonies of Religion refpefted fomething future. They 
were Types and Shadows ; and were in high account and uni- 
verfal till the Subflaucc came. Not indeed Evidences of Truth, 
in themfelves confidered ; for unexplained and mifundcrftoody 
they were but as a dead Letter ; but in the hands of the wifer 
Servants of God, they were exhibited as A£ts of faiih, arid 
rscelved as pledges o'f future bleffing* 

It is obvious to remark the difference between the antient and 
latter date of Religious Adoration amongft the true Servants 
of God.' Sacrifice, fo aecelTary before Chrift came, is ceafcd. 
Ns^, even the fifcathen World hath undergone a change ia- 
this particular ; and Oracles are alfo out of fafhiou : and evea 
Rome, the Sliftrefs ^f SuperHition, now grows aihamed to 
play oif her ancient ibllies. Saints may now fleep in their 
grares in peace, without being felt upon, idle errands Q>:&Ant8> . 
on Eaxrlv Bxery one knows thatth^fe fiUfehoods yrcx^lff^* .) 
tationi o^ true Prophecy. But tiucg tluf is no longer ne9eirary. 
in tihe DMtie Geconomy, thefe contrivances aretbicfly * o\it ' 
of/late-jim^gj'iotafuc dopioB la^^ ' '. .*i:>i«^»vn: .» 

, .; M his 
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...giiwd pf the God pf all goodnefs. 

Astberefore ih€ religious hope of Maoknld 
depended upon the. truth of God ^ the c«i'-* 
t^ty of his prumi&s 9 the unalterable nature 

• of tiis^ will and declarations > for this reafon 
snoft probably ue find him fo often (tiled in 
the more antient Sacred Writers, the *• God of 
V^ Truth.'' Hi$ purpofcs are 6id to be un- 
dbangeable s his promifes are repr^ieojted as 
beipg eftabliflied ^ an 0(^th ; every cxpref- 
iion and means is applied to prove, him fixed 
and immutable in his counfels^ and one who 
keepeth his promifefor ever. To confirm men 

/ in this, with relpeft to his great and eternal 
bleflings, was probably one reafon for this 
qbange in the method of his temporal provi- 
dence, the making moft of his bleffings future ^ 
the fubjed of his promifes not the immediate 
gifts of his hand* Men were in this manner 
habitually inured to the exercife of faith , and 
aflured that God would remember his Holy 
covenant (even the Oath which he fmare^ that 
he would redeem all nations by his Son), 
from their fenfible obfervation, in the progrcfs 
of *tljLeir lives, of his truth, in perfoijming the 
lefs. important promifes of temporal advan- 
tage. We canridt want a reafon, therefore, 

why 
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why hc'ls fo dfttn ISJed the God i>f Triab y 
in the Old Teftamcnt,: tho God of Me^iy 0/id 
. Truth i and why in the .New it ismftde a 
matter of great prai£^. and; rejoicings thatiGod 
had nottr performed dicimercy .proinifQd7to 
iibe Forgathers * ; and why it is remaoked by 
St. John, in his Gofpel, " that grace- and 
''truth tame J^yefusChriJl\'\ . ' . 

Hcrdn, therfcfore, we fee the origin, nc- 
ceffity, and chief ufe of Prophecy : that it 
became heceflary to eftablifh the Covenant of 
RefurreiSion, to give aifurance to thofc Who 
embraced' that Covenant of certain and moft 
important bleffings, which they (hould here^ 
after receive. A promifc from God is moftly 
an affurahce of good to the man to whom the 
promife is made ; for otherwifc how cowld the 
mere knowledge of an event to be accom- 
plished in a diflant and remote age of the 
world, when they themfelves (hould be dead 
and forgotten, be any confolation to men who 
' lived on Earth as in a Jirange Country , and 
• who found Life a wearifome pilgrimage. It 
muft be fome fatisfa<flion indeed to a benevo- 
lent man, to learn that his Country after his 
cteath fhall profpcrj much more fo,' if he is 
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told that his Children and Poftedty in paiti-^ 
^lar fliali be great, rich> honourable, and 
firtuous: yet this being ^e gratifieation of 
ihe Social a&£lion« only, fbnipsthing finder 
h neceflary to cx)mp1eat fatisfa<^ion -, and the 
leifi(h aflfedtion^ will with reafon demand Ju 
JSiare in the good promifed. Was it any^ 
ground of coniblation to Ahaz,. tiat a ^^ Virgiti 
^^Jhould concei'Ue and bear a Son, and that tbey 
^Jhould call bis name Immanue/f" Hardly a 
good man would have rgoiced in die prophecy^ 
if he had had as little intereft in it as the wicked 
King tf Judah feemed to have been intitled to«. 
Undoubtedly, it is the (hare of good which a 
TAin expefts for himfelf, which makes hinx 
derive cooifort from a promife : if therefore 
the Prophecies of old were a ground of kith 
to the Patriarchs and o(her holy Men, it fol- 
lows, that thofe were promiies of fome things 
which the Believers themielves fhould moft 
aiTuredly partake of. Men do not rgoicc 
barely in what is foretold, but in what is pro^ 
mifed ; and their patient bearing of preient 
evil is fupportcd, not by their belief that God 
will fulfill fome events in which they End not 
thcmfelves concerned, but by ^€it faith ;. i. e^ 
an aiTured confidence that thofe events .(halt 
one day proire a UeiSng to them&hres a^, well 

. > * as 
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^s torthfiir Children. If th^ Fatnar<;hs* li.vc4 iflf 
the world as having no part ^nor iahmtanflq 
in it, pf^^ffi^g^ that th€y> wvr^ Strfmgecs, an^ 
PUgrims i if they rafted only upon tbe^nH 
mifes^ Mi4 nptwithftanding the <gk)pn)y faqn^ 
of moctabty, were pirfmdsd ^! /Ar«r> i djpi 
£rokra^d them ^n^ed ther-e any other ^b^^ 
inent to pro^e,. th^ th^ hQh^d\ for anf$her^ 
Couniryy xmd ^ ujurr^^im tp ^ ketter tbfng^ ?: 
O^r need there any other lar gunjent to , pmv^ 
what the' promifis- were I and^ that God bad.de^ 
clared his gracious purpqiSps deteroiinately fin4; 
clear enpugh to an^^ejr that itrft a»d imporf? 
tant end of Prophecyt tb^ cq^fol^tit^ of thp&> 
who were to wlk by faith y m4/.no.t fy,Ji^h?\ 
In £borty need there, any. other, argucnent Iq. 
prove> that God had procRif<^d, that '^ bcj 
*f. would [tme d(^ dejiroy the. cvo<ringje(^ over all 
*\peopley and the veil /j^ead o^jfr* all Nations^ % » 
^\ that be- would fa^llov^ up. i^ath in Vicr- 
'Mcry-r 

" Itdid^o^ntiroes Iwppen^ ifea*,G<y}. revealed 
hi&,will to lii& Propkeis with refp^ to eyepts. 
in. which the. Pip.pheat§: themfcli^esi were no 
wa^oaii^orfted^ Sapiuel. vffM'.X^W, tslftat;rifte» 
yxwioge;^ ^ Son : qf : . Jefle flaosiljii: be J^ing » of 

- ^ Compare Ifiu xxv, 7^, IBL ' tihf. .3m!i '14.- - 1 Odk • ' 
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Ifrael j^dnd was comrnanded to anmiit him; 
Hb' 'Wfis^alfo told, thkt-Saul wa'srcjeAed from 
bebg King, Inftanccsof thei^me kind may 
be produced : without number, ^wbttrciti thc^ 
pEOph05 themfelvcs had no intercfttnf part, 
eitiberliQ^he blefiirigs oc die denunciattonsV In 
delivering riiefe ProjAccies, they were MelRn- 
gef6k And fuch Prophcdc^ mi^ht be a doca-i- 
m^t tcr them, and to aU perfohs not immedU 
ately cohcerned, of the truth, the goodne/s/ 
OF ^he-feverity of God ; but tnuft at the fame 
time be difttnguifhed carefully from /uch as ' 
were more ftpi^ly called Promifes j namfcly, 
fuch afTuranees of future bleflednefs to them-r 
felves ad became a iblid foundation of faith 
and trttft in God, and of confolation under 
calamity -and in death. 

£ut there was another end and ufe to be 
provided for in prophecy, which indeed arofe 
dirciaiy from the manner of its delivery V foi? 
God ordereth all his dealings in meafure ail4 
in number. A promife of future bkfiMigS;t>f 
any fort could hardly be €nade without ^'me-- 
ment;ion of circcmiftanoes which were to ac-* 
company the fulfillment df it ^ and mj6re eon«? 
comij:^ circumftaaces'wc^ld nectiilarily bt; . 
declared, as the promife was made more par-^ 
ticular. If it v^s promifed the firft Tranfr 
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grcflor, that he ami hk puftcrity fliotildbje /^-. 
deemed, it was plain the Salvation of matikincE 
W5S to be 2LCzom^Y\(t\t^hy zredemptkn. ' If it 
was faid, that this Sdvation was 'to*be aoootn-^ 
plifhcd by the feed t>f the Woman ituijAg the' 
Berpenfs bead; after witds, that the ifeed^ <j{ 
the Woman was to fee a Sm^ zJirJi^homlSoni 
that he was to be oflfercd up a Sacrijki'i that 
he was to be born of the Lineage o^ Shem, 
of Abraham, Jfaac, Jacob, Judah, David j 
.at Bethkh^m ; of a Virgin j if to the^^ 
other circumftances of time and place were 
added ; fbrae particular accounts of the a&ims^ ' 
cbaraBer^ ^ndfufferings of i\mjitfi^^n iSert, 
the feed of the Woman, which fey dieftrGyiiig 
the works of the Devil * was to give man tri- 
umph over the Serpent ; when thefe psiniculat's 
w^ere meittioned in the feveral renewals of 
the great promife, they ferved, not oi^f'to ' 
teach the faithful to whom the pfomifcs were 
mide, what they had to hope for \ bur 
ferved 10 niark the Great Event,' when thofe " 
promifes oamc to be fulfilled. It became 
ther4efom a neceflary and efleirtial ^ppendagfe* 
to evwyP^oph^ey to ^hate m it Ibme triarfcs 
and^tok4H«T'fo*)nife partktilai* features' by iMAx 
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tljeicYfjnt fuJi$Ui^g.iti»^^^ known. Trhgfe 
ipc?f4 to f^^ifadt^ife ^he important adts of 
Prqyidence, \vfaich. m^t otherwife hay?, beea 
pafled over unnpticed ^4 tUo buftlc p£ tbi^ 
^orld. , vTl^ey made .tbe ccrtaiutjif crf>God'S} 
%e^t»!ipwledg? and ; predeterniined Coaafels 
a \oiatt«r \of if^^fiblf eyidpnce -, the toi^h of 
Gqd bq9api8 ?. fuhja(3; of eifperkncc 5 by 
l9o|ciag b^ck men^ did evidently perceive, tfe?' 
events vfbich now happened were ibcb as God 
hii dj9cUced..to fora^r 4g^? *nd geneir^tions } 
and jeeing bow exacft.a correfpondencc thq 
Subjicmce had with the Shadow^ thejr c&ul4- 
not,, if they at all considered, avoid being 
fenfible Qi ^pd ^^ difceming tU fgns of tki . 

Gad moftly obierved this fingukr tnethod 
of.goodncfe in his prophetical coojmunica* 
tJQps. Tbc firil Preachers of Chriftianity / 
had their words confipmed? ^th Signs foi/ow* 
jng tjsetfi. It was the ianoe with rc%)Qx% tp aU 
the r^m^kable fnanilbflations God made ef 
himfel^ .of old: Ifc) gave figo^l . .marks ' 
withal, that man m(g^(:be ajQ^ed^ that* £1^ 
hand: bad dope, ov bis mouth had i(k)kefi it« 
Wbenffj»^oV any great hhS\ng.w^ ff^m^di -Wo 
find fome prefent blefling given as it were ini 
f^rqcfl of it ; that 4^dirig thfe truth arid th« 

goodnef^ 
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gopdAffs of God in (otnt HnmedJAte advao^ 
tmst men might receive confidence ftptx^ tbif 
pledge, «nd truA his ^aithfalnefs and Truth 
ibr that which was afar off. 
^ WJben. I%c wc^uirc^, ^' ^^^ '^^re is tbe^ 
^\ Lmb for the Bifrii^-C^an^T' ^f^h^ 
^njrwei:cd, " uikim 'will fee t(>bimfejf^ or providei 
" a Lamhj^nBurnl^Offeringy V^ Sctf*'' J^Cr, 
cpidiogly, after t^iat rcraafkable aft <^ hj^ 

F^th, Gofl leaving rcneu^^ ^? ^W » ¥8 ^^t 
i;npr promiics, pf blefiw^ ; to .^c^riin t^ ^rajth^ 
of theib promifes^ by.a iaQ^lai; coin^id^ca 
wi^ the »a£\y5j: Ije had given to his S^ y^^> 
km HftinsM^bts.eyes,b^^^ lia^ caf^Iffi 4n.i^ 
thicket, by, his, horns, K Whjch C5)ip^rqpingriifl^ 
beyond a pojfihility of do^ht, ;in the certajui^ 
of God's pfoaaife of Rcdqmp^, " be reja^f^ 
'f andiKAs.gjiad^i] and cal^lfd^^^ name of^t^. 
place J^hwah Jireb :^ i^e lyas pf rfuade^ i 
t})at C^d.in tjb^t mountain 'umfd.-^^^ the , 
pri}mifed Sacniice, which vira?.af(^wards callQd\ 
the Lamb. cf. God* Such cupous relation had; 
littlft ipK^idcnt?, to. d>e gr^ events they fore^ 
fhewcd. When Mofes doubted, God gave 
h^. t^^.Signs^ bciidq the xemarkable ap- 
p^grancein th^ h^(h,, When he was fent to 
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ipetk to people who 'might alfo ddtib^ Kc had 
the powrcr given' feim • of working ' tholc Signs 
btfbre them. As^ x &irther confirmation both 
ta him and to them, he was told tliat Aaron 
fhoiild meet hini jrn the Wildcmpfs, in his 
way ' to Egypt ; and Aaron, admontfhed by 
God, did fo. And ftill beyond exception 
to dlftbli(h the principle, that he who fpakc 
out of the Buflx was the God of Abraham, 
thieGpd of Ifaac, and the God of Jacob ; he 
was told, ** wbeH tkou hi^ brpught fwth the 
^* People out ofEgxpty yejhall Jhrve God upon 
•* ihh mountain *." And, however improba- 
tSe, the iign was flilfiUed, and Mofes was con- 
firmed. I could cafily multiply inftancds. 
Hezekiah furrtiflbcs two. He was in danger 
ftotn Sennacherib, and from Sicknefc The 
firft; threatened the dcftru<ftion. of the houfe of 
David and people of Judah ; the bther threat- 
ened his particular Life. God promifcd hini 
deliverance from both, and gave it. But that ' 
the men of thofe times, who, like modern in^ 
fidels^ .might be rtiore ready to admit the imi- ' 
mechanical, ideal, inoperative -power €&fecond ' ' 
r^r^j, rather thahown the diiUngiiifhed han4 ^ 
of God, two Signs were previoufly declared ji ^ 

that 
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that when they happened according ^ to tibc 
word of the Lord, no one mi^ht allcdge, i^iat'. 
the King's recovery was owing to the empia^ 
of Figs, or the dcftruffion of 8ennacherib'a 
army to a cafual blaftofa hot Wind. ^Fou 
tlic curcof Hezckiah was accompanied with a 
retrograde motion of the ihadow upon the did 
of Ahaz, and the other miraculous tieliverancc 
was diftinguiflied by as miraculous produ^ort 
and fraitfulnefs in the landfor two fucceedihg 
years ; which ahogetHcr contomed the pro^ 
mife of God, that * /J&^ efcapfng' of the Houfi df 
Juddb "wbicb^ remamed^' Jkoul^ again take root 
downward^ and bear fruit upkii>ard^: V' '' ' 

We have often heard of doUhtecompletioflS' 
of Prophecies : we wfll notatprefent enquire* 
iato the truth of the fad* ' Only if fuch thore^ 
were, the rcaibnof them is evident j the firft 
happened to confirm faith in the latft. Atitf 
hence the antient ufe of Types in the dilpenfe-* 
tions'of God. « . 

As it was of fo much iitoportahce to the 
weifere <tf good . men, to ghrethem firmaffbW 
anqseiii the: jPromifcs, when firflr delivetsejjbj. 
and ro£ jdo lefe . icctofcqucnce/ • that tbbii^tipro-' 
fsifej^ wbe^ fulfilkd^ihouid be diflingulKked 

' by 
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hj^cettsim iaoimmunicablc marks and figH^y 
\p^: which thpir Divine de%natt0p tmf^ 
fifiarly be made . appear ^ dierefbre^ in Pron 
phfii^Uig of gre^t events^ God 4^^ oftentkn^ 
l^otpt/bttt aad declare die mofl peculiar aod 
^riking circun^ftanccs of tho& ^ents ; .an4 
Sometimes fuch as were even o»t of^tbe cowfer 
pC D^tvce I and fometime^ fuch as. appeared 
(fQi^^l&ory.. Sethis a^ans^ thqmiad^ of|^ 
jp/^n <o. whom the Prophecies, were delivered, 
WQT^ OKcited to greater attention ; and thpfe 
^hp. fs^w thfox accomplifhedy could not iajl 
to obferve and remark them, ^hefeed efthe 
Woman jhall bmife the Serpent's btadr^ A Virgin 
Jh(i.ll conceii^e and bear a, Son-j-vf ere douhtleft 
]^i:ppheciegi,Qf tl^s . fort Eliiha, in die ftreight^ 
^c;g^ and famine of SaBiariai,prQn^ife4 a Hmg 
^pft incre4ible, n weafur^.^Jne foffrt/or 4 
Jh^f^h ^M t^ meafiires, of Bar^ley for ajhekej] 
in, the gate of Samaria : znd a Lord of the 
Court difbelieving the Prophet, he t9ld.bim, 
Befyold^ thoft, JhaU fee witbJfdne ey^s, but: jhalt 
not tat tber^"^^ Accordingly in that very 
gate hQ faw th? proniifcd plenty, anfi wj» 
prcffedto Death. E^ekift pijophefied . .that 
;^cdekiah ihould be canned capljve to B»byl«P^. 

• a Kings tiu x & fcf. 

but 
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but fhooH not fee it **. Jeremiah in5}rms us; 
that his eyes were put out *. Thefe were figfti 
of God's judgments. His merciiis were the fame. 
See the whole fifty-third Chapter of Ifaiah, 
what feeming contradidions are prc^hefied 
of our Saviour. Many other inftances to the 
ianae purpofe may be produced ; Gofd fele<^- 
}ng the moil striking and remarkable par^ 
ticulars of the events foreihcWed, "^ deeldfr^ 
** ing the end from the beginnings that all t^eh 
*^ might he bis witnejfes^^'' afldmfght know 4nd 
believe that he alone did foreknow ahd coold 
fbretel. 

Thefe being the ufes of Prophecy, it con- 
cerns us next to enquire, why the gracious coni- 
jbunricatiohs God hath thus vouchsafed, not- 
Withftanding the li^ht which accomplifliment 
hath thrown upon them, do even now appear 
obfcure^the realbn and caufes of which arc 
fiO uhinfipbrtant matters of confideration. 

To give a due account of them, we muft 
confider the nature of a promife ; What the. 
wifdom and goodnefs, the juftice and mercy 
of Gdd will incline him ta perforni ; what the 
iieiktiis and demerits of particular Men knd^ 
particular Tribes, both at the time of the de- 

livery 



Mirwy. of Proiiheig^;knd at. all times afierj hav€> 
roridered i;«cd^ur}^ p what the freedom o( 
m*n'5 will and ll\e eonfequent contingency 
of evisnts have reqtrired 5 and alfo> what the 
fpfflOiofexprieflrion^thefigns by which the ine- 
rpory of a promifciis perpetuated, will occa- 
fion : for all thefe, either feparately or con- 
jointly, were undoubtedly reafons arid caufes 
why the promifes given to our fore-fathers 
were made in terms not perfedlly explicit, 
and appear at this time under a Veil of 
ebfcurity. 

A promife may be made either general ox 
farthuJar^ conditional or abfolute. General 
promifes of good j fuch as the following, He 
that doth themjhall live in them ;"— " / have 
fwom once by my Holinefs^ I will not fail Da^ 
•* d/^/j*'— " I wilt never leave thee^ nor for fake 
^« thee j*'-^" h9i lam with you always unto the 
«* end of the world \^- — do not come under the 
common notion of Prophecy, though as tfuly 
Ibchas any other promife« A paxticular pro- 
mife of an event of a deterpikined and defcribed 
nature, to happen to fuch a mai^ or trihe».at 
£ich tnneor place, is what is more commdnly 
4inderft0od by . the word Prophecy^ £uti as 
a ptKonoifc ^oni God n\ay be more or lefs ge-- 
nefud^mjpmrt^^ made in terms 

more 
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more or le& diftinft : efpecially the charnefs 
of it will in a meafure depend upon its being 
conditional or abjolutei. An abfolute irrcwrfi- 
ble promife may be delivered in terms as dear 
as the event is fure : but a conditional oae 
being forfeitable by the n^le&or tranfgreflions 
of the perfbn to whom it is made in part or 
altogether, according as he breaks one cf 
more conditions of his covenant more or lefs 
frequently, it muft necefTarily be made in 
terms lefs explicit, fo as to leave the event 
finally depending upon his good or bad con- 
dud. 

As to the clearnefs of Prophecy fufficient 
to anfwer the purpofe of the Divine will, we 
may form fome judgment, by confidering 
what wiidom, goodnefs, mercy, and juftice, 

. would incline us to perform in fimilar cafes. 
For thofe perfeftions are the fame in all ra- 
tional Beings, except in degree, as in God 
they are infinite. Now as Goodnels will in- 
cline a man to do every thing which can con- 
tribute to the happinefs of Mankind, fo wif- 

.dom will prevent his doing more ; and as 
Mercy would* lead him to forbear, in order to 
reclaim ofienders, to with-hold threatened 
vengeance, to inftruft, and offer terms of rc- 
concilifttioaa j'fo Juftice will fet fome bounds to 

this 
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IMs fUTbesiitntec. . In this tkizntvsffSk Jte m^ 
foppd^bp Gbd defied with Meh iii tbofe dc4 
cbraiions of iiis tviH Which from little to tin^ 
he hdth vouch£(f!btl them ; giving dbem %hi: 
Ibffident to dii^ed theixx in thb ^ay jof i&lva* 
tioii$ aifiu'aiKres expHtdt and ftirong enOi^ 
tt^raile thiefir hopejs, and fii their Gon6denbe ; 
but withal in fuch terms and oieaferi as to 
kstVe room for due exertife of Faith. 

And not only God's own peffeSiohs, but 
the unalterable coriftitiition by which Maii 
was made a fre6 Agent,* had hectflarily arr* 
influence in preventing a promife from being -- 
always made in ierins fo precife abd deter- 
minate, as to defcribe the time and manner* 

« 

bf the accompliflimcnt of it ; for ilk tithe and 
the feafms God bath kept in his own power for . 
this feafon^ ^s well as others bf impdrtailce. 
(God in promifing atiy future good^.doth Ivti 
thereby decree the abfoliite means of ittf aC*^ 
cbiiipliKHnient \ he bath no need oftheJinfUl Mm j ^ 
yet it-often happfcns that the unrigbtiht^iiifs cf 
Men commendetb the rtghteoufnefs if<hH\')^ - 
pierciful purpolei are brought taeffeiSi by ^b 
intervention , of the' Crimes of Mfcri"; W^i&i" 
Whicl;i we capngt imagine btit his piirfty makes 
^m abhor, and his juftice willpuhifh; and' 
jfeeji therefore as he would nbt foretell, how- 
ever 
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wm Mcmding to his uncircumicnfaed ktioW^ 
ledge, ke might fordfee. For this .rcftfon^ 
cimus.are sot tied to at certain meant of ac^ 
oomplKbnftent^ There are a thoufaod fpfinga 
in the wonderfd machine of ProvidcfKe, 
which are i^ady upon the lead toaoh to move 
ip thedefigned end* If men are patient land 
faithful, .tbe^veots are regular^ and arife fromr 
good ; but if they are Cmfvli the contingencies* 
ar ifing> from their crimes are doubtlefs evil to 
themfelvee, though over- ruled fo as to produce 
tl;ie gpo^ ^ds to pther$> v^hich by decree caa 
*P w^y l)e prevented. 

From this freedom of .man's will, dnd the 
unavoidable . contingency of events in conie^*. 
quence) Gtid not having circumicrii^ed the^ 
a&ira of the world within fiich ftrait and nar^ . 
royrboundi^ as to determine them all by Arid* 
facility ; it. moil nece£Qirily follow, that the* 
a^tieni^ of 'men will alter the regular coqnte ^. 
eveixttf) and that their merits and demeriitt^ 
vvill aifo We aa influence iip^i the.<te%iitT/ 
tiiw of^^jrod, who generally made his pfiOQu|<»^\ 
cot^tm^^hW :thQiis . looming ch«i05? an^: 
alftffaftpnfripLtbR mind.9C Gpd fo often take^ ; 
nQtMfe.pfJo Scrij^usfe v*4 i^)s^n oi^ nfff^ ^r . 
mano^ as if God repented, wcire only in conie-^ 

« 

quenc* of the wicfccdn^fs of Mw:.:tt^y. 

N turned 



278 DISCOUAdEin 

tarried ^fidefi^bm' die ^ path of rlghteoufnefii 
iui& ^tA he turAed 4iim siway frbhi die good 
thidg» wKJch he bad'protmfed tcdo untcf 
diem* 'Now, had #iefe promifes faecrn noidm 
abfi)ltite^ deikHti ve> ptteeife, * as to tkne^ ^ lacey 
peribi^; ittd drcuttiftance ; either the^ fteodMU 
6f Men's wills mud have been vtolated^'to^ 
keep ihem from doing wickedly, or^' ^mntt9rf 
to the juftice and hdlinefeof God, tbe mckedr 
muft have . been exalted to the rewards of th& 
righteous. God promifed Abraham a ntt*^ 
merous* pofterity i and that be wouU'gin^.tbe 
land of Canaan at apofftffion to bisjkdi^er^ 
Unt. But tbM hefin ibey cami U linkad.of 
their inberitantey theyJhtAibe/raiqers m a 
land ibat was not tkeirs\ and firmthet^^ \ ivid- 
tbty Jboidd a^^ tbemfm^'hindredaftdtbktf 
years. ^Tbat be wndd judge tbat fmti(m,aMj 
btmgiiem cut of it ^aitb great fa^aucf in tbw 
fourth Generation *. Now this Bft)phec^^:pre-^ 
dfe and de(!efmifiate^ ae die eventi^ovedL it/ 
was di^Uvered in fuch iawude of c&cpMsffioir; 
as to leave room for a great vaTiefejr.ofacir^ai^ 
Aanees ih the accoM^l&hlDQpBt. MqMtWAdMm 
dete¥mlfited that Jtoael ifabald mi lo Ml 
widi^ ^StS^^^on ^ftUfr^Womau, m^rrdiatiSftii 

alio 
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8}fQ£bouW.be ^jcftaJ,.flor thaf Jdcx)bi:alofi« 
0iQuld be chi^D ; oor . was tihe na^or^.^ ^hfi 
Egyptians mentioDed in k, nor the mapneif 
in which the Ifraelites after their Icngfffvit 
tude were to be ioriched with great fubftaMe,| 
9or was it hinted that the Israelites ffao^ld co^^ 
tinue forty years in the Wilderneis y lujr.th^J; 
Cod for their fins would let one whole genera-f 
boa periih there, and> but for the interceilioii 
«f Mofes» would utterly have de{lro3^d theoi 
all, and of. him have raifed another nation^ 
great and numerous, ta inherit the Lwd q( ^ 
Proniiie. Thefe and a variety of other cirfii 
eumftances which did firiie, or might have 
ari&n, and that vfithout io^peaching the tfutl^ 
^God, rendered it very unlikely and difficudti 
confiflcndy widi the conditionality*of the prp- 
mk^ the JuOcice of <jod in pupiihing Sin, . hif 
TOiaomkx.felcadng the moa righteous mi 
faithful Patriarchs andTi'^bes, his gpodipefs io 
^calting thoie who mod excelled^ and confiftenk^' 
fy alfo^wiib the freedom of maain chooiing m^ 
a^ngas hisi «wn willdire^ed him j^ I fa^^^ 
widioirtimpeacJiibg fhetmh ofGod> a vai^ 
tiety 0f tircoiixifainces imght have occvirr/ed, 
which would have rendered it iq^ffofief,. aj^ 
m ibme fenie aiknoft impoiHhle, for the Pro* 
phecy to have been more full, diilin^t, and de- 

INf'a terminate, 
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teririidate, than it was. It was even ^offitre 
feir fopie events to have occurred ; fuch a'sth^ 
deftrudtion of the whole People in the wilder- 
ucfs, except their Leader \ which might have 
deferred decbmpletion of the promife four 
hundred years beyond the fixed time of theif 
coming but of the Land of Egypt, as it cer- 
tainly deferred the time of their entrance into' 
. Canaafi, for which no certain feafon was fixed; 
It is well known, what variety the freedom o? 
Mali's will muft cccafion in the events of the 
world. Though this can have no eflTeft upoii 
the piirpofes of the Divine will (which, aig 
far as thisy are abjolute^ can never be defeated 

r 

of their end \ and as far as they are coftditionaT^ 

will be efiedied by one means or other, let 

contingencies ever fo unlikely arife j unlefs 

fome abfblute demerit, tne breaking of every 

condition on man's part, makes God in anger 

change his defigned gdod into evil) ;X fay/ 

though ultimately it can have no efieft upoii 

the purpofcs of God, yet the obKqiiity of 

men's lives have always, and always willprbr 

duce a variety, and ieeming difof der ' in ; all 

events, and the eqiial ways of God will be ob- 

fcured by the unecjual ways pf 'meh^ * ' -^ ^^ 

As it was confiftexft* with the wifdbm itii 

goodnefs of Gbd, ' whcii making ' 'kii o^ef 8f 

blefilngs 
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^eiHngs to Mankind^ to exprefs his promiies 
in fuch ternis, asmight appear fufficiently* in- 
teHigible and clear to the perfons to whpni 
they wer/e firft communicated 5 and alfo, as 
thofe promifes were often fuch as the very 
lateft Pofterities will bu concerned in ; it was 
likely that he had a ^due regard for the prc- 
ferving an intelligible memorial of them to all 
Generations. But as the cuftoms and langua- 
ges of diiFerent Tribes, and different AgcSji 
were likely to be confounded ; not at Babel 
(?nly, ,but by the endlefs mutation and inftabi- 
lity to which hunjan .affairs are fubjedt ; it 
required the wifdom of Go^ to fix up pa fuch 
mode of exprcflion, and appoint fuch memo- 
rials, as were mod likely to fuit the neceffities, 
cuftoms, and apprehenfions of all. And it was 
alfo likely to happen, that the vices of Man- 
kind increafing their ignorance, and other cir- 
cum^ances concurring, what was at firij: ge- 
nerally intelligible would to fonae tribes be- 
come obfcure : this mud be pbferved .pf thofe 
Revelations which came immediately from 
Codhimielif* But as he often ^revealed him- 
felf by his Prophets, declaring unalterably the 
fubjedt- matter of his promifes and threaten- 
«igs, and often leaving the choice of figure's 
^gnd fixpreffion tp thenxfelyes s it might hap- 

N 3 pen; 
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peri, that fome of therA were TOore^iflkiain 
dcfiverJng their Meflages at one tiiAe tban^ 
anotncr, according d& geriius or natunll in- 
firmity niadc unavoidable. And fuppofing 
thc'Prophet to be exceeding diftinft iH hisci^ 
preffion, and clear in his allufioiis, yet no' cx- 
preffions pr allufions could be fo happily cho- 
ftn as to be at all times equally perfpicuous. 

Fpr there is ftill another matter to be attend- 
ed to. That promifes being often vouchfafed as. 
anxmpjediate reward of ads of faith, op for 
confolation of good men under prefcnt diftrefs i 
like as threatenings were denounced for pre-i 
fent enormities j they were frequently fo con- 
nedtcd with the particular circumftances and 
oceafions which gave rife to them, and fo of-^ 
ten expreffed with allufion to cuftoms and 
places long fince periftied and forgotten, that 
many prophecies have been efteemed, and do 
remain obfcure chiefly upon.thefe accounts -^ 
without an enquiry into which, they cannot 
be juftly explained/ 

The natures of the things revealed arc alfo 
in rpany, cafes fuch, as cannot be' ftiflytonii- 
prehendcd, by. our fii>ite capacities ; and for 
th^ Ji^9^ h^^'c heehi revealed to us btily in 
pqrt. 4.t |s unavoidaljle but we liiuft in this 
Jifc^c many things asjbmugh agfdfs 'darify i 

not 
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but bec$^l4e lie has fiio^ a limit to our prefent 
cpoc^pticmsu That boundlefs field of ^know- 
ledge ifil^ch the Univerie exhibits, aiid more 
^fpecially^hisown fuperlative nature and ,oper 
rations^ .are too much for the human miod to 
compais i and therefore H&has made the hap-- 
pinei^ Q^ our condition quite indepenclant of 
fuch d^e^s of knowledge. However it 
siaight^muie curiofity, yet it would little. ferve 
the purpo^s of improyement to make eaiy to 
us, inourprefent confined ilate, things Co fub- 
lime. .He hath given us an inextinguifhable 
thirft after knowledge, but hath withal given 
us Reafon to moderate that thirft : ' and it is 
a mar^^ and ever will be, of a difcipTined and 
iiibdu^d mind, fo be fatisfied with fnch mea- 
fure of real Science, as lieth within the 
boundary of our condition and capacities* 
With fiich an one, the obfcuritics neceflarily 

ariAng from jtKe incomprehenfible nature ' of 
the fubjcd revealed, is no objedion to the 
^jilii^^. of. the matter^ kut z mark to him 
.yjOiefi^/^ufnan incapacity beg^bs, 
^,. \|i(^^, hay e,5yrong conceptions of the rriyfteri- 

puirK^s of Cod's word, ai^d the reafon of it. 
If cathep, , jbulindnefs^ ana , j^e vain pretfehces of 
fuperijitioq have miifledf ^our jydgmeiit. "The 

• l^r 1'' '^-^dracles 
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rJWefflty fj ^r ; fSfefiborf hath* mo ;xrldafc f hfal 
Batko^ij; ; and the>^dicy of a^defignin^TriefiH 
fe»d liuid' no dcperidAnCB 'bat upo** thr ig^ 
jioWint and idlfcwdn^er of bigots,: Biitv^ith 
tbe:tc<iiXod, and- with his faith fiiHeflMcfcr 
fengsersj^the thihv was-^differcnt : fer no myf^ 
tepy iiof dafknefs proceeded from therat, 
Tmth; Hkethe Sub, wasdefigned tcrftunc con** 
fpictious to all ^ andif the(plendor.oFit was obf 
fcured at any tinie, it'was hidden ^«w ' rAw 
wbtf^ \ye% the God (fthis world Bad hlinded. 

- God did not re>ieil his ' purpofes equally tq 
^\ mtn ; for all did not equally deferve fo va- 
luable a blefling. He explained himfelf more 
fully to good men ; for the fecrCt of tbeZ>Grd 
mis. among tbem% becaufe tbiy feared bm^ and 
be.fhewed tbem bis co*tfenant^. But as die 
jgoodoi^sof Gpd inclined him to dlftingujfh his 
faithful fervants witbr plearer rpyela^oijs. of his 
wocd,^or conceptions of it, ^nd deej^jr impref^ 
(ions of its importance $ fq his mescy i^edhin^ 
p wi«h4ield from vv^ekpd men a^Kght :i?^hida 
Itbe^ wHil4:^ithec ftmt their eyes ^gaigft>: ot 
iriifafe- Men . vmyM flte«led agsir^ft? tfutb:^ 
HP^£0»n!d, .^roqC ^^gjiift; tl>e .jCFi4?n?ce; Qf 
l^jfacles, and the very voice of God. Tl^c 

people 
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f]icpp]erhKrha(luMrd the lj9^^£tbttt.hk^(miimtA 
Mount iSnat^ broken tlio^fbitdimraiit^ysi^utm 
tion'dfit in forty days ,aftc3nKratEd« \(§QiMd 
in Sl ^Mdtthe w, that when our Sayiot r fmrnt 
tin fa Mi own* country, ht. tau^ them r im\^kiac 
Syn^gogii^s ; but fcx>ri after the -Sacred- Hiftorkdt 
rtmzvimy b^ did ntdinany^ mighty nmrkp^f^ret 
becaufe of' tbeir unbeUef^. 'Neither was thif 
ovKing'to any natural or cqal iippe^cneot^ but 
to the goodaiefs of Him ^ who came not lotai thi^ 
vrorld with >dfBfign tp odd to its cpndcii)nation# 
Yet notwith^ancjing his mod compa$onat9 
forbearance.i he had.fiill occaik>n to re* 
preach th^ Jews> that if be had mt dont 
ambng thitn facb ^$rh fs nope qtber ^dan ^d^ 
fbey bad fkftbad Sin\ 

But there are dmes In wlsdch even gqpd meq 
are inattentive to truth, v^hen they give too 
little heed to the ingrafted uerd ; there, m^ 
prevail an aimoft univerfal di^nClination to the 
great things ^God-, *a}id tH<e reaibn asd piety 
jdf 'hi^dkirjd' tnif' bt \miA^ in one general 
fldtttBer/V. To give light fo thofe thflit fit ia 
dirknef^^'!l> 'tlld per^Al^l^uAiWearitd^dofig^ of 
th^ t*ifS<>m;t)f <3bd V bAt^to give more light 
tbari Sti tlme^ win b«a^ k^ld ^iQa^ 

* Mattj iiii. J 8. *Iohjl »T, ^^ 
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withikUaom, ft3:^lt> ^w had i»cftjtQflMe;Hgb| 

they will clofe their eyes,' would ^idl juftice 
mA mercy. A noordjj^^cen in dm JkM^iifom 
gocd is it ? Out of fcafon we cannot fu|)fp6fe it 
to proceed from God. I have many tbingil 
fayg. our Lord to his dj^ajdes^ yet: tcif^y w^ 
ytfu 5. but ye cannot bear ibem mwK 

It bath heen the opinion of many, that ihtf 
Prophets did not underfland the mcflage^ they 
delivered 5 and that becaiife when they pro^ 
pheiied of Cbriji, hisfufferings and Ghry^ ar^ 
had earntfiiy enquired ^ time whn th^ tbingt 
Jhould be \ they were informed^ that not untp 
tbem/ehes but unto- us they did min^fter "^ And 
we find the Angels and I>amd were defiroM 
of knowing what fliall be the end of thefe things. 
The anfwer giveri^ fhews that thefe things 
it^^t notfdlly cb^kinedi and Daniel was told^ 
thatf the words were cUfed up and JealedtiU 
iheUme of the eftd^ that mm if the vfkied 
^btdd^nderjlartdy'iiit the mfejhmldunderftand\ 
and thai if he waited till the end^ he Jhould rejl^ 
md ftand^ htiiisktae the end ^day^""*. But 

• * > ' » 

- '^ T^f^iafi Hms^ t\i/t lafi emt^ xha latiHrJJfa^Ac lajt 
'^ays tffSUfJHafioiij fpolfed of by the h^htu m Ac Oid Trf- 
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tuneat, and % tli« Apofltoctusdeft the New, dionld not clUoft 
•dr atttiitkiQitaoiie aud the fame Svent in one aod the faroe 
period of dmei but are to be tinderftood of different Erents lA 
vttj diftant periods ; which may be e^fily feen by con^der- 
log the. geoerai import of theCaotexta wherein theft Jaiur, 
Days or times are ipenlioiied : Gen. zliz. i« . ITai* ii. 2. 
J[er» xii. 4* Lanu i* 9. Dan* viii. 19, 2 Tim. ill. i* 
Heb. i. 2. 2 Pet. iii« 3. i John ii« i6. in one pafiagey 
W^ ikail piobaUy han redbn to &pfofe that the tcysiri 
O^^HM means /<ffi;^i indefiMttefiuwrum ; in another, the re*- 
lurn from the Babylonifii Captivity ; or perhaps the reAora^ 
tion of the Houfe of Jacob at tihe fecond coottn|» of the Meffiak, 
And the fiQytl n^^mtf. t^X^la tf^« of Daniel may^ 
mean the deftrudion of J^rtiialem by Titus, or of th< 
World in what we en^haticaUy call the Laft Day ; or perhaps 
jbme intermediate m^ery eo the JeVtib Nation, aa by Aa** 
Itochns ;. Of Jinne more gentmJl.eirU to the Nations of tha 
Earths ift^hen out Lord bad toU.his Difcipl^, that the Tem- 
ple (hoiild certainly be deftfoyed to the foundation, they en^ 
i^mi of himi «^ When fluiU theie things be ? and wbac 
^< ihall hi»:tke%q of t^ cpsmg, a(Mdoftb^ end of ;)h 
" World i", ,Oor Lord, without diftinguiflikig the tiir.cs whca 
thefc two great Events' wcse to happen ; on the contrary, all'ui'- 
^ti% them, that God had (b re(efved the tiAies and the fea^^a ia 
^ 14AH9w(»7a^np<^« 1^ of thai d^ ^nd bAurm mm lm$^\ m^ mi 

iJf€^feU in h^atue^jteiihir the Sofi, hut the Father oTtlyy Mark 
' xiii* 52 ; did withal fo intermix his account of the impending ^z(^, 
traftion^of Jerit&leQi with hisleeond coming in Vex\geaaic« 
todeftfoy dso World, that the* Apoftles ftunetimes appear tq 
}«¥5M<M|fe»ni«^ |h« two Jgy^ifl^ ♦ w^ when the d^y . of Jcru: 
falena^drew neaiy i^eu.to hare expe^edtlie day of Judgement tq 

fill.-'i**-j< a: X Peti- ivi. 7.. ■ ,Kftm. .xiii^.J.*-.-!? S^W^t 
4- .^T:4r which 



i^t«>whI,ch.thc-Ap9j|^s,.thcij)&l!yjf^ f4i^ ^vt 
^ifi^^vaio, and wiJrje repeatedly, reminded* 
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^^vtvkrh Tt\iftakt St» F^ul fp|rioyit}r admoniih^ the TMCflpniAO^ 
in the zd Epift* ii. 2.. And piipbabiy the 3>^Y.elaJ4Qu to St* 
^^W was vd^ichfafed fo.r t^p iaiRie pwipa^. " r 

''GoB iad loBg he^e pr^mifed to the Jewiifh Mtkrchs,; 
<h|M he would giv« them the land of Canaan fai^a'ifoilellio^fv 
and that in their Seed all -the Families of the Earth ihould,.be. 
"bleiled ; afterwards j:evealing«to his Prophets, That great Events 
riij^io^hoth the Jewiih Nation and all the World ware one - 
day to be iac«onipli(hed : That .there would be 4 de%ivdtioa ei 
Jcrufakin by Babylpn ; another in the d^ys ofMeili^h the 
iPrinoe ; tKat there would ibe aHo a itotal deHru^osi' of the 
Wprtd ; That there .wQuhi be ^ return c^tiie People 6:0m the 
.Ca^ivity' at Babylon; that they fhould fuSev perfecution and 
^iiftrefr from •their Enemies ; that notwithftanding they fhould 
|>fofper ; that they ihould be gathered together from ail parts' 
4)1' the Woild ; that they (h^xM be a mighty and glorious Beop^ 
fU : That Gog and Magog (hould be deftroycd ; That Meffiah . 
their prince (hould com^ ; that he (hould be defpifed and re- 
|eAe4 of ftfen ; (hould be cut oiT; and ypt Ihould fit wpi^n- 
Dayid't Throne, to take Vengeance upon their Eaemiea : Thaj: 
2^rQbabel(ho^ldre-biHrd their Temple, but much inferior to 
,that built by Solomon, and yet they (hould have one edified ' 
more extinfive and more glorious than Sdiomon's : - God, I 
fiyv reTealidgallthefe. things, but keeping in refenre.Aegtand.. 
iocqipmufticable Secret whfn tkeje things Jhould^e% the Pro- - 
jhets foraetimes, ;ind even the Apoftles which followed them, 
and generally the whole Jcwifh Nation, confounded' witH each J 
jtitfier evemar petfeftly diftiitft^ andorcftried tlieip.dllQirt^tOet. 
and the fame period of time, as Common Obfcrvers aj^e W?ll 
inown to refer Planets and ' fixed Stars all to the fame imagi- 
nary concave Surface, although true obfervation aflures ui, 
that the diftanccs of fo^e jire almftft ilifiaite compared witii 
tl^;Othcr«. 



thsk (§t^ hM put ihe it^kd' arid the fiafohi^^^^ 
kismnfow&. For with rcfpeft to ijie ftibo. 
Jeft-rtiatter of that Prophecy of Daoiel, the 
refurreftiph, and .the final Judgment ; thb 
running to andfrQ.qf the,Rreachers of! the Gof^ 
pel, and the fuccefs of it; the.accompliihaicnt 
of the determined time of the difperfion of thft 
holy People ; they are. all matters fpoken of 
in jjeariy' the jQime >term5 !as .we iirul imV9^ 
mentip.^ed hy our Lor^ and his Apoities. 

. Ilho.. chief difgcu%.in .interpreting, prof 
pheoiefi hath alw^ arifen from a curio^y, 
which neveii is warraiited 6y Its fuccefs. The 
tim^s i0;?(/^^^/2ii;i34:e^nincommuokabletfer 
cret y at^ it-3s a pifefumpriton to cnqitet after 
them. Yef after, thefe. Men and Angels' have 
dilige^itly.iieftrcbQdi an4 fcarce a CowmcntOj? 
XXX upon the Book of ReveUtions hath lap^ 
peared, without yentufing fcme Gpinioa tlpoh 
this Matter- Anoth^ encjuiry hath .beep, b<m 
tbefe -tyngi^are to be fulfilled ^ and -ii^: this 
poiiit alfii G6d hath in his wifdom refuftd to 
gratis JV[^.,,» And, for want of attendwg .to 
th«feTelbrved^ atid ti:fe ^ .\i^£]bm of thon^ mdn 
have vfritfen many tjilhgs obfcurd^' an plaiit 
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iKurtteMi and darkewd^4onnfelhy ntWlb'^ftm 

Upoft the whole, if w6 make due; allow-* 
liices fw die freedom of mah's will ; which; 
though it cannot fruftrate the purptifei 6f Odd^ 

may by infinite contingencies and variety fuP 
fill them 3 if we confider the cdnditionality 
of moft of die promifes of God, aiid hoW 
much die merits and patrencc of Men may 
bring them. to a happy accoraplilhment, or 
their demerits and preftimptioni changed them 
to evil I if we confBer die diftance (^ time 
in which the protoifes Were fi^ft made, tfae 
eircumiknces which produced them, or oc-^ 
cajSoned them to be made at du^ times ; th^ 
change of kngus^s, ci(f{(»ns, and manneh of 
the times in which they were given ; this neoif-*' 
jgty of delivering dieai in tertsk whic^ fhoul^ 
bttr stlatioo to feme incidmti whSch iliouici 
ace^mpftay theitr itiIBlment; ^and ilicii ii^ 
fikould atfe ferve Icte i gfeneral mi^flm^rlat 16^ 
many tribes and agci; if wecbn^er that 
Revelation was never iaxteoddi tai^e ^wk]^' 
all eacomfe of fakh: and tirUif frbrn'^gd^'n^eB;.' 

ward or unavoidable condemnation ^ 'of biad 
mfens if for all ^thtfe^tei^taS Pfoplitcyiiith 

been 



»j 



'' - -V. 



DISCOURSE r: 191 

faeOi |fi9Mr</ aa to the^^y hat not fartiMdM 
as to all circumjiances of time^ placip piefimsi 
&c. j that whfle God haath offered light fio^jin* 
kind) he did not therewithal bind himfelf to 
gratify an u&leis curio6ty^^( that few nKm ^re 
woi:diy of the light they We ; fewer ftill oi 
particular rerelation ; and that it hath been a. 
moft confummate inflance of mercy, when 
men had greatly corrupted themfdves, not to 
add to their confufion condemnation, by a 
demonilration which would convid, and not 
convince them ; and that there were ieafons 
when the infirmities of good men made them 
inattentive to the voice of truth : if we con- 
(ider the weight of aU thpfe reaibns together, 
we (hall have no caufe to complain of the ob« 
fcurity of the Scriptures ; and full caufe to a-- 
dore the wifdom and ^h^ ^podnefs of die Fa-- 
tber of lights. Men are placed in a fphere too 
narrow to comprehend all things j their c^-- 
cities as well as iituation are circumfcribed i 
but, more than this, they are unreafgnable 
apd prefumptuotts in their fearch after w ifdom, 
and oft^Kim^^ difhoneft enough to reject it. 
Crcatjirji^ fp froward and pcrvcrfc often occa- 
lion , i^terpiptions and ,cl^aQge$ in that eafy 
flow ojf Providence with . which the woriA- 
would otherwife be happily conduced. If 

there 
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there is confufion any-where^ if fome matteri 
are obicure^ it is becaufe the ways of men are 

him is no'oariahlenefsy neither Jbadffm tf tum-^ 
ing I neither doth he with-hold from us apy* 

of or ufe> we msty improve to our Salvation* 
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BISSERTATION II. 

I 

f £ } «r G A'K 

APPENDIX to DiSSERtATION 1. 

« 

0/ fome fuppofed Caufes of the 
Obfcurity of Prophecy^ 

HAVING takcfi notice of the f I'ue rta- 
iou^ why Prqphecy was ibmetimet 
€>bi^urtf, it n^ ]i6t be improper to point out 
ibiMi 0f the miftakei^ opinions men have en«- 
tertwied upon the futjedt^ 

The efibA <^ riifpiration upon the mindt «f 
^ Prophets is fuppofed to have been like 
what is fo often deicribed by the Heathen 
Poets : or ra^r the facred Prophets^ accord* 
ing^ |o^ pi ingeoiocis French Writer, aio fup-« 
pofed hi have fet the example to the prophane, 
*' w&K^ eiilier l^ the opiefMk>it of the DoriL 
^* or ibm^ Mttficei^ beettne traa^^ed, and 
^ ^ke in an ^uriufodi %W to imitate the 



)atur vateiy magnum Ji peSf ore pojlft^ 
Excujfijje Deum : fanta magu tUe fattgat 
i^fdii^my fera^eor^ ^wonsi fingit§; p^emiki^ f. / 
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I By •' Virgil's accow^t,;. the pporgl^ woman 
had b« >,b?r4 t^eC iU and, ^, we Iwlicve 
X^ttcan, ibtnetimes a tragical eoa : , 

■ Namji qua Demfui peSiira venity '^ •* 
Numinis aut poena eft mars immatura recepti^ " * 
'Mtpriimm\.'quij^fiia^ofu&^ . .^ 

Cpvfp^is humawn. labaty pulfufq\ D^orum 
Concutifinlfragiles animas % .-r* — 

That if all were true, it Was rtW^a nrery 
^efirablc privilegp to be ^ Prophet. StraWs 
account of * the wrfvpe <y9pM&$M«#r <](&ing 
from the Prophefying Gav6, was* «coh4biifint 
vWlh'^'the repre'feritatibris of the PofitsV ind 
general belief of the Heathen tigbts!,. Tt was 
lip doubt great condefcenfion in Apollo, what 
Philoftratus records of him; *^ tfert^ ^v^heii '*he 
^' could fo eafily have ftiaken Parnaffus, he 

' • Hiii. of Ifr. by Abbe Fleury, tranfl^ by Famewjirth J, * 
f Yirg* JSa. lib. vi. lin. 77*-^o 
^ - ' t Lvun. rharf. libt 50 

.i-^^bal ' i^ .; #f /poke 



I'Jjp^lif^^ Ii9ie4 j;po4nn$t^tedIy witljcwt any 
** havock *i" How Af fe follicji eycrv^awe tq 
pafs upon the world at all is a matter of rea^ 
aftoniftimcrit/ For, as Tttlly obfcj-ves, '^-^fd 
*l babet aiu^oritafis Juror ijle quem^ Dhtntm 

" motif I U(. «<^ gm/^p^f^s. ^wi, w(% m 

^' 'u/V/^j^ infanusj ,& is gut Humanos fen/us ami*^ 
^^ferit Divinoi confecatus fit + ? " Yet. the 
pr.a^ices of tjiele ridicirlous impofturcs ^b^vp, 
been /attended to^i from the ancient .rwaie .01^ 
€yya5-^o[iv6o$^ to noLodern EiithuIIads . and 

Ghaft-naajserJv / . . . • / .. 

But' fufdy thtfeibderies, the prafiices of 
wicked arid defigning, or the ihfirnhincs oC 
difeafed men, are carefully to be diftinguKlied 
ffomjl». 

Mufe of fire thai would afcenJ 
. 'V^J^irigMfl Heaven oflnikmon i • 

Wht)iuihePoH^$eyey in a fine frenty raUihgy «• -> 

Pothg\qnf%fr(nn Heaven to Eqrih^from Earth tfJIe4F^n^ , 
And^ as Imagination bodies forth 
- Theforms-of things tviknovJny the Poet^spen 
\^.ltufns0iek'lp'fl)dpei ahd gives hairy Nothirig ' '" 
,^]^ (»iffik$lfii0iiim and nainei' - ^ 



t % 






* O /g AxoAAar b/« T%fAT^vffa^^^^* K%lu fr^fjt o//?, 

Philoitri 

+ Tuil. dc ^iv. lib. u 

^jiog: ••* O 2 Indeed, 

A • 



i§6 &tMti&^mL4s>^mi 

Aidtferrf'tinci ^rfferraS^mofiB' intelKgi^leiift^ 
f4iy (f of ^irtfpJr^'ioii; "' For the nfirtg* ^f^kim^l 
flbh k'jt^ Itrdden- invbliiHtef jr emanation l»hi 

tiid'ftil^s of ait r hSr'd-t^ be ra^t^flfed) tfoinc* 
wliat painful unlcfe defivferftd from the tongue 
dr tht '^en ;' aft * that tiraw moft plcafing? and ^ 
xidt by any mtians^ in firft efibfion * ibfc^d w 
iBft' contrbulof the^^j\*%ment ; yt* for the 
mbftpart corred: wkhoatit, and ofttai^Tt&b 
Ikyaikdf k $ and ' fo^ liker:mf)hrattoitdn[; vigdur 
atid-ireadine&. of exprd^oh^ anfi 0jJbik8iiiji^:9jS 

reaibh and viftue, I klx^w not why it iMy^Mt^ 
be dleenved fuch. S^me niien b^e mii^s of 
aii^elevdted frame^ fashioned £br liobfe^ cqa«> 
cepfttohs and ideas: of things obs of: tfajfeidaol^ 
mbli it^ad; The fktdi^fe^aDd iiifipklity(i»lrich 
fbiilretiinfes poffeflcB.thibrftfi' ifhew them d^^ Acy 
ire ifigii^ and fiok^lierfe fa Ipy . t^at, . mbm 
th^ l|)Mtf' oif invention -^ait^^ tetfii!as/.n ijbo^ 
ftafiSkl!tetoifl%diattilK diffew^ bfuov/ d 

^'tfe^a'-'^laihiy^ f^^s ^'die''an€iGheferofi 
refti^ffiin^aie ihijptilfi^bf ^he' thiiid^hdpWg 

with any fubjedt.--- " / w/7i ^«^/f^^ wtthfilence; 
V / Y"» ^ /r^r^ WOT _/^^^ ^^^« w^f^i ; ana 



t^^ffij^ .^mm\miSn^^^ hearts npffs^^iM 

Jeremiah cprpplains of» as troubling \m\ ^foi^ 
whfii> £dr tb* .periJacttfipn he • uuderv^cQi fot, 
preathing the word dgv^ df npuijf ing th^ ^^^\ 
anoe^of God,^> be ha4 dist^rxriined not '\t0j^^ 

y tmmi I iut Jbh ^mrd. w« in his beifr,t UJ{e 4^ 
^ iuming\fire^tupiin]bh kmes 1 be vffls.me^ry. 

|tit haiPd to re Aram the mmd in filenc^» >^ea 
}rrfl9tned bf voj paiflioHi, i» well koowa b^t 
experiencd^ That God fcould th\ii in^oeoce 
^oimd^ aiidniaHe^ven ad unwilling jprow 
pb^t /decfatre ivHat he^l|9c2 revealed tq him^r i» 
withontmU queflion. iMid we fee jar^i^^ip^ 
p^Jer^ftiiiah): aind ip^ tiiat of Jonaht |:hat>hi$ 
Mc(fengbr$i were no moffe prompt, to deflfirt, 
\hvn\\f thi^n bi« SisryaiQts are to fuIfiUhk will 
at,dli*mes.- . . But v^hpR Qod ha(^ cho£^fi th^ni^ 
&v tkis.lH^ porpofetof bemghis M?flcf>g^ 
to^i:fiqfwita«d difobcdieotpepple, it vHfas;|ikel3rj 
][ie would a}w^D\i!etvjruk'in.theafii'|^ 
iid^3(«?lJ$h."Sn,,bi^ .Jiajod^ tk!}K..^cl|^^^c 






itir preachmg deriyeq, «pon tnem, qia tJfteti^ 
liii>esVccanor> : nc'\^aa'neceJJky'''^^pon Them^ 
9iVidi''aipo€ was th*e CQi>fcquehce if iloeyf reached 

* 3ut this w^s nothing to God's manner of 
comfntmicatim his will to them, or their w^^-' 
^^r g/* Jivulgifig it. As to the firft, there can 
be no doubt but God' hath various mdthods 
of imprefllng the minds of his fervarits with 
the kno^vledge of his will, by drfeam, by 
viuon, 'by outward ' Signs, by intiefventiortf 
q£ Angels, or converfihg face to ftte; As a' 
man with his friend i yet, in cvtry onfe of 
thjefe 1v3ys, we muft neceflarily fappofe; he 
had regard to the flrength of the human fe- 
culties, not to over-power and deftr6y*the ?n- 
i^rumerits he was* employing in the purpofes 
of his wifdom. . At any rate, it would* but ilt 
aflTort with the very end of any revelation, to 
impair the reafon of him by whom it was' to 
be received. More eFpecially when 'that I^fo- 
phet delivered his Meflkgeto the People, "his 
reafon Qught to have been in. perferf itate.^ 
St. PauVs plea to Feftusr, J am ml mdd.\buf 
fp^ak 'fortl? the wo^ds of truth andjoberhefi^ 
wij;g . yrtdpubt^djy the-beft he cduld^ lirge-'m! 
favour of what he faid : tor God's glory and' 
his truth ^t^n never be lo eHcaualiy pro-. 

«: ' ' motedj 



xttoted. as,when£puTid reafbnaocompanles the e-r 
vidcpjcc of it; We muift always ftiake a 6oint 
to diftinguifl) between ttie plainnefe, finipll-' 
city^ and energy of a well-founded zeat^ and 
^e rant of enthufiafm. Warnith may ap« 
pear in both cafes ; but in one cafe it will b^ 
no recopimendation to the difcerhing, who 
will perceive the inx^gination and under- 
landing not to be of the fame party. 

The Prophets have been alfo fuppofed not 
to underftaod their own Prophecies. Indeed, 
it may fomctiqies be neceflary, in the affairs of 
human life^ to , conceal the true intent of 
fome m^ffages from the Meflengers. Tarquii^ 
did fo ^yhen he took th? Meflenger his Soa 
had fent to. him jnto his garden, and ftruck 
off the heads of the talleft poppies be%e hi^ 
face: the meaning of which the Son had 
fagacity to dilcover, and it would have been 
dangerous for the MefTcnger to haveunder- 
ftoodf But human policy and Divine wi/dom 
are difierenti matter jgj,- proceeding moftly uQon 
principles that arc oppolite^ But what* is 
nearer to the point in queftion is the obfcunty 
or the Heathen Ora'ctes; the xneanihg; of 
which wi^ never ^attempted to be jriterpreted 
by dtbie, that delivered them. . The t^yihon- 
licls wa& a mere inftrument m the hand of 

O 4 Apolloj 
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{^^fi^t m4 at' ^ft;Op$t bad a e»wmi§ipdi!^ 

t^l^jIKSlt ««%^ iAt«}Mgi^k by tfafi! flilwfi^ f slog 
9Cf;^i|HH0Q f<l^iir0r:tkiA>H^^ tbdveiveiite k4 
bdppfwed about whichr the enquby h^ 'b<M| 
ina(jk, ;the ^rords of ibef OraciM mi^^ bq £i^d 
tc^, tb4m, * and £tl¥9 the credit of tlys Ood^. 
MaMgero^at of* tbis ida^d wn mdeflar]^ to 
keep'Dbc cmft aUnre ^ wasipradiibd lifttsiitiiritir 
fuGtefi r and hath ib?vbd finccti in th<i1$pij)j6(l 
ctf. 8tiM^woriKiip;it: bci^ifuAasf gOKKl/jwrpo^^ 
s^nd'willit equal dcmtatoAratioii 0R tbetinitbi as 
for fi^ly; in: the rtorihip df Demeots^ *; . » • ^' 

< But with refpca Tto the- PhiJ>het$ -of ihc 
true iGod,' nothing -4oP this ktnd feaiii be afi^' 
fodic&r- God revealed Jhbi will bjr^tHyfai," dia^^ 

■ -'i . - 

^Noa eoim funt ij aut fcIentU avt ^rtc diyiaL . y r 

'*Sc3uipelftitiofi>ate3, iiapadeutefque baxloli i, 

: A*/**^ 9H*ftA* ^"^4i fl^as/ufeltaBt fentw|ii8|( V var* ■/( ! 

V.'Q^^fiWf?"«amnQafagiunL ^^^^^ . 

jpnniyt. 




!* ad Dialeaicym refcrcadi fint/^ Dc Diy. 2.' 56, C :Jr ^■ 
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toi«ifd.facb inMtn^ti las Were SHH^ vi 

()Dd whonthey had d^li^tred what* tb^' A»efe 

^bdmzi}^ ^ obi&idCo btii^dncfsof tbs?p«s^pl0^ 

filAims. Sirt ufKsn whsri pretence of juflaxttv^^ 
hn hli^f<tlf:>d:iki j>ot nadevftand it?'Poi^ inf' 
tniki)^ /them could be ikt^ blame of dobe*^ 
(kf l9)(}|fK^tbQfe vv^bad rafiiagesdistiver^ 
tor thtm !fo full of myilcr^, * fa ifiiitrpficxUk^ 
tb^t there wta need t£^ doable portk)iy oif'iat' 
fpifatioq tft,#Bd'Ottf ithf^ pwaiiing : .an4;«hr 
Prophet h34 heen quite. uarea^pnabtley^jfJifit 
had required the people to undei^aQdj'h^i 
preaching better than himfelf. 

We muft'be at a lofs to conceive a reafpn 
&]: the oieifagesi qf. GiQ4 tft 4ny of his fervaAs, 
by any of 4ijs Prophfets, if they were aWHto 
be undpfftoodr If trufii was invelopcd with 

ca)^7iiee^ry tIq iotefpf^ttia firA; A^i^if'oo; 
inteW^M4fftM-^<^ '#here ms'^^^fafe* u 

of it ? .:);• r. . --■ .' ?Cl "' fart v^ii^'-:.*.- r.i'v-ii-oIiiiClk '" 
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IWehfittd^iaddcd^ jthftt the Scripture Jofwn 
{peaks' '- of' Priveris. knd PafaMes/^ My fiery ^ l: 
h^t^'l^feedfes^ ' dark fayings^ arid • fh fortk ;:■ : 
which have led fome to think, that God pur- 
jpoflty made his revelations obfcure. But the 
nriftHke is in our tranflation j for the Hebrew 
Tixt; by thofe word? thus feverally tranflated^ 
means no fuch thing. The word tranflated 
Proverbi Parable^ and otherwife, fignifies to 
ruk: hence, a fentence in a difcourfe whidi 
hath rule above others • that is, what is ftrpe- 
rior iii the force of its meaning, as a proverb 
is^^^^and alfo it fignifies a fimile or compariibn, 
aiid ho where implied tnyftety. Of -all the^ 
other Hebrew words, we find but or^ or two 
having any thing like this fcnfe, and 'thofe not 
applied to fignify God's dcfign of fevealing his 

w^Id^trkly*, . * ' 

-y . .-f ' • • ' • ■. \ • ■ ■ ' • • ■ . 

ojf i^lfi^JJ^^. dooiinari,. j^ntccellcrf; und^axipm^ta 4oilui, 

ndagia^. ien^ntia^ fcke difta, pj^ov^rbia^ quia ia Or^idone , 

^pripcip^ti^nji tencnt. Jt»ta xrum audoritatc lQjq[ui, & nan ficut , 




e xoiiftantly explained ; Jofeph's, Pharaoh's, Nebuchadnez- 
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• G6d urtSoabtedly revfealcd hlmMft at'^11 
tirae^^ 'it§ far and as clbarly as thc^ nature-! jofT' 
the'fotged: arid • the neccfiitic^'oF noaa reqijarbdi '. 



r . ^■ 



MrV dreams ; iEfop's Fables, and others ; not means to con- 
ceal truth, but arts to convey it imperceptibly, yet forcibly; . 
not exching paffions' and prejudice^ till nien have xi^M^tS-' 
and ccHxdeianiad iheaifclvca. .Thus Nathan ipakt to. Dwvidi^ ' 
aod oar Lord to the Jews, - m Parables^ . feeding them away » 
fiient, yet full of rage, licaufe tJiej underfiood that he ffaki ^ 

dgainft themi 

Other W0nbth«re a« which jSgrify , darkneli, obfcurity,', 
mirabilc qpidd^pj, vel ignotura, ;&cv &c.; but they wilb 
hardly be brought to the above purpofe. pjQV Kaiah xrxiil,^ 
19. will not be to any purpofe :-Ndr tzinoi myfteria ctooperta, 
occnlttu *5fVlI, ^ fegt'^gw'** '{eparar^- mirabilc eflb, ard^iim 
f fle,5^uani qupfl )iomifi^s^ii|ktione ppffint confequij ;^a^9^at7«f4' 
Eccius. iii. 22 ; "There is nothing too hard for th?e to ac-i. 
coniplifti." 'JtK xxxii. '27 ;— ^Nonebf thefe will befouni toT 
jttft8y As- bpiiuoa of- tfttc^efigti^d oUburity 0/ the- *Propliett r 
«id.otiti(Br:?9ri.B^W Venters, .^ ;:^. • ,; ,. .: ,. .». .. 
Plato, feeing the fate of his Mailer Socrates, was under v 
a prudential neceffity of concealing his principal Dogmw" 
under the figure of fome Fable, by reafon of the vulgar : 
awdAriftbtfe fi^'tb^ fame reafon *«divitW' bis disftrlflW intx> 
aproaticks or his cfoterical and hU cxot^ricail, 'taking- tie' 
hint ihpirt, accordhig to Plutarch, fromtheEleufiniantnyfte- • 
Ties ; but probably from his fears alfo in fome part, and lilce^^ 
eifeu^h- 'frorii-vahitjr : for moft-iilafters have beett 'Ibn^ of 
dealing in rayfteries, for the fake of raifing theit cttdit #ltfe'; 
theif difc^pks.' ' Buf li^iLhfe: ft^at Wvahity could opctateWitli 
God's ti-ue Prophets : and there c(Wfi!d'45e- no other boundSU^^': 
pitiK^rtonhe^lftJ^cdg^'Comtttttoicited^'W't^ 
ledge fttey *H^fe ^toc^mmutiie^tf^ ethers/ bii'tTtich'as^BtnAflj^'' 
abim)^V^-ncc^iteti<i8 %hd iSerits-dTrdetcrmine, agreeab&%<i'' 



I 

ft 



ao4 I>I9&3Ei^TiATION II. 

9$ far as I]^uman capacity and human deieri^ 
frllowcd i and where he with-hcld his light, it 

knowledge of ipankind. Few men have cvcf 
ibund an adyarttage from overlooking the ad^^ 

viap|cf th9r)V^f| Mzf:. -f-^^* |^-;S«iy%. 

•* Wings that 4fe ho bard for thee \ heiihejr 

\^fearcb the things tbflt are above thyjirengtb ; 
\ bt^t ^hat is copmmfided tbet^ ibin^ . f/r>/ri^^QH 
' mitb re^rence : fo^ it is n^ neeajulf&r thee 
to f^ the things^ that ' ar¥ H^Je&et. Be not 

^ curious in uhneceffisnj matters j for more 

^things . mrfjbf^ed ^ttitib^e' ibakhl^^ m^ 
^jfianul^'' For God call gf«e<vkl*n€Qo^^^ 

tfatth «f:ihch ia£bi as. ftre^ ia : iheir ASiuri^i 
^tadk. Utterly inra«^(elien£U6.i^:til»^,huiBs^ 
pepuaif^f and if am<IQi could S^df |banalSbliF«f^; 
vidE ttx« knc^Iedge that t&ings wm> . wfthoi|(! . 
y$ka\y. eoquu-is^ bm ^ 'dDir* ix^ coijijtp^t^i 
t^^bxmiSt^rea^ioi ^fa0t yraAsHit <ea«clirf 
ing: ktfo t^ manmr, 9f; it i they 'W?(wt4 . %^9W.\ 
^*fei.wkh,kf*trQ»feIf>> and ,b8 .por^S>Pg0i PBfli 

_ t. 
kiora 
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\Jrthk urt£in ana SahSfiom or l^pt 
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E MOION^ i^tidft^ fpeakmg, is ^i 
the Dcstyv^^^t of a principle of gratitude ousit 
iiKe»y|*^ "Cdtigrtiifiy. .^^iSaereii a m^ta&S t 

tfedt ai<a«^'Altie*4re -diftin^fe idea,? yeti arcr 

thi^'? »^r^iife(gted ^^ fliAtterrof ^M^wi^i; 

kaving their iburce in tbt^^l^dttiy ttid'^ tlssiq 
SaB<aio.n from the authority of God, that we 
cannot foppofe one to fubfift without the 
other. It is rfic voice of common lenfe, that 
" faith without works is dead :*' God hath 
iS^ bientitd tliem ia the di^ofition of the 

moral 
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mgral world, and the conftant expc^iehi^e of 
tli^s difpofition h^.|b habituated oqr nnnds 
to confidcr them in thejr, proper view as parts 
of ^ whole, that we readily allow their 1 

eiijential union, and agree with the Apoftle 
i;n his cofidi^ii^ -^^tkatTbe tvba Joveih Gad 
^^ mujhlove his brother dlfa!* And hence it 
comes to pafs that we ufe the word Religion in 
a miore extended meaning, as con^prehcnding 
a^i the. duties which flow from the love of 
God and the love of Man. Therefore which- 
ever extreme men h^ve run into, in feparating 
Piety ^ from . Morality;, (ft. Morality :from 
Piety, the mifchief to m^ankind hath been 

^ual. ... , -: /■ -.. .f •• ' • 

. . Natural Rell^qn is not fo denominated, 
as being fuggefted.by^ ti\c natural reajon^oi 
man, without apy, aid fron^'JDi'qin^ revelation -, 
fpr part of its obligation, is undoubtedly 4^- 
rived from it, and the knovriedge oJf fomc,:of 
its principles : but it is natural ReJigipn ip ref^ 
pea of its arifing ffom the natural Jl^fU and,<;on^ 
ditipnofMan^ and. a^ oppofed Jo Iih9fc>du.^es 
and obligation? whiolji the Coy?nafi)^^,?i?|;pif9«e, 
called Revealed, ReligL9n,.h^ve,^i^erad^^^ 

gr^Mipd.. 

u\^- : ^ ceffary 




• ^ » v# 
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' ''m)m'o^lim6n, 4v^ kn^ftiffidcritly Jfevlous 

^*''f» ^hW-afjpifAcrifioti' irfd ' Capacities ' oT jnift- 

^j.'lina'; **rkli6at neojfof ihj divine!aia or in- 

'ibihia£bk/n^^ been feewnSSered 

hi iSi&tif hyfical diffibuldes, th^ i^fult, of \raidi 

' liath Oftentimes been Deifm and infidelity, 

' an'd^ftwilietimes Athcifm. For all men are not 

lb hcineft^s tp concdiye, . that their diSicultics 

'' ittay proceed pardy jfrditi their; fetting/iput 

lijpbh Ibhie wrong principles; and^fome may 

be ib far' deficient in their integrity^ as tq be 

mor^ iforWard «k) ra^e dbjediohs, than taem^ 

bracb tt^uthi. 

One might wonder, that, uppn fo p^rn' an 

«nqufty ^ into the foundation of.rejigious 

and moral obligation, there have been io many 

?rgumentj framed, and fpch variety of opmi- 

- ' ens. If 'men did freely admit the reafonaWe- • 

^" ncfi-, I iiiay idy neceffify, of Divine inierpofi- 

"^tidh, 'ihu'the eftabliflimeht of morality ar>d 

'Jrtdy,- th<^ whole train of difficulties wS^h 

fiaVe'jj^y^ltttea the f^afdriings of ibn^"' v^ould 

. "^ ■{ w Jin.- . i-, .. •it '■;n^« . /• ■ ., ■'*'« l>i' ft. , 




tfWtSfei^^'iHd j'^lfbhdroF • t!ie"|(wdrs ot uSffilled 
.'•-.£iit)a the 
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the DtilHie iuth^dkifr^^di^ ifitcdfiacy kaic^iH-M 
tute la#,<ah(l O^i^liflt^its obUgatk^f^ykbifii^ 
cietie ^6»\ t^ -^cy. fobbi'dq^ee ^qf^cfiiporo^n i 
guidanjbfe ttnd inftni^SHoiSy asia ootid)) nrc&fiUy'>' 
to gi\ie>^'R^r<Mi fubcdl^^ in V its^ rtfeatfcbt^i and 
Piety ""V^rr^nt aildi cdnfidence^ iii; ^) tdp«iq 
radohs;''''' ' -'^^ ^■:{^^' ..'. v.Ii ';o v^i. i 
Wkk refpe^t to* tfaai^idocjr: of i:eii^ioa whidi « 
imnieiHat^Jy relates •to Godi it lAtift ^be* al-- ^ 
lowed- that he is fentfetf-the ilioft f^m^^' 

ner*it ought to 6fe {)effoitned. ^ AStfiittlhg ' 
thaf^^iiiaR knows jili o^n l^airt^^yet ^femd ' 
knowledge of thewHl of God is lifftBeffiirf/ "^ 
to-enabla htm to fotm his devout gddreffl^ 
in a^nkacceptaWemaniKrr He cannot ^prrtwhenr . - 
Gdd dircfts him ; l)ut hasoftep erred* gtofsly,* /• 
in -points^^ the moft^iaterial,' where? -he ^haaf .; 
followed the fuggeftiims '<£ hh avwn tiiiagtisft^i' 
don^ WolIaAon ntakei it a pkifr'^i^f9|dtibc^i&t 
of -tcaibn^ *• that we'nraft not rpretcnd-xmref ij 
«< prcSfentGod by any pdiaiire or ioaag»iii4}»*i* li 
«' ibe^fvVnBut if this^is die deacdtfStgdtiJ^^oftit 
reafon,.MctidthbQt4k^ it lis^rbcNd} coarse Itend 
j[ad,:i;hat,iwp: inQf-flnp;^ befbreiJftDckiQ^iUI 
ftofics^iasDreprefoit^ftiw of r the fiHsihttfK?:* nettrf 
to/ay:,Ttbatj&nKiiiiiiii Ubodl^elidvitir^ AtoM^ i 
to bb:'X«^i ^ If thr^^emir rifra^ « pb«ft' ooc^- 

.1 at 
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and HieMgljpbu;!, aaisiVdry frebablei,kQ,i}er 
ing^ an^oxvonprocktmed lulw much ;QMf)feind> 
wkhout ». guidc^ xsight .:W9Dder out of.jthe 
plain coad;>OTca of comn)PAf<:n^ as wqU ^( 
pieb^.f ajxi the more fi>» as it foon b^iaaxne ^\% 
fource of the moil dangerous and deteflj^blp 
impkiiea. The ibppQ^ii of the oec^ity 
of Divioe :iiPKelation» in all cafes ofreligjpu^ 
&rvi($e^is a^ reafonabli; a^.that of a Prjnf;^*^ 
iiedajariw. 10 . bis fqbjc^s in.. what inannfif 
he ^p^i^s* tiity. (bpv4d icry^ ^im ; kfr^ 
through ignqr^^oi^e ,,Qr. impertln^ocq, (hey 
ihould ai&ont aod .diihpnoi:ir him« 

A nau; hy knowing, his own nature aisd 
wants; mayfrom thence fbcm a fufHcientJud|;i- 
me&t of his neigiiboin:'^ The fclf- evident 
principte'of equity^ di'^ doing unto aUmm 
^< ntaktu ym vMild baoe dmn ^k untuyouC' ^ 
ri(kdbycaqpen«nce> oroh&rration of the'coo-* 
i6q[QtGRes x>r jpft or caalicious condudt^ if 
thare were sso othec di2;c^on, would, it. is 
thdaglit, .111' a gtoat meaiure point out to k%^ 
tomUi€waa^i}m neoe&y ofmocal behatiottr. 

Upool ^fiiih ' &lf-«evibdbpDit ^pnna^m^ji^mb 
ha«tt;; tibfodwd aiorsd. joliygaiian to haw 
bean'jlK^iakiL Moch fidk has been nv^e 
ab<»t^ta$l!r^* and;die ftrc ng th of the ^W^Qtu 

P. from 







'rcafoniftgs n^ifftlfe ai^teri'i's^iStfiai^,' ha^fe 

Md?^r^«oi'(}rfl|»a^ 'ft rektes ^d the-tsftidnal, 

*«f^^«f^^aftinftte ^mattftiatc v^rMP-'ln ^th^i 
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b!HS C O^U R(S E III. zti 

I 

49{i$l9j% «r<^ cpngpiqi^ ,^ik|, proper,: :«liii3jar 
«»l»l Bfsngilhfluld fla Iff ^tiwaliyfl , ,;,,,,,. 

tibtli5ii{oMiy>>/» rw/i? ;V but >does it therefore jfoj- 
4ffiw,.|h^t/^,yf tf laml .Rule is aj^ffffs-hmm 
-flf^^^^*r<?^ f b^t- AWfW fpn^ediipg. mor^^i, it 
•MA^1ie^4^krf^ h tjifiautbmty of ^Jfvp^for' 

f^t^lr" ^y^ refqJtttfoncpnftned Tp th? 
iotb^i#V«.?:^fNpr, without, m 

to^.^Xifoi^P «?'t«rnal,figp8^ cai> ncyif be 

»t.4P^Jl>^ 1$ thic vindicatory.: for it is 'but; lolt 
*< laboujLto fay,. Do this, or avpid.tnat, unlels 
" we -airo declare, This fliall be tbe. "^tiftte- 

P 2 - *' qucnce 



^'^(fjifeibre 6B^e^^'-^faSt the ni^}h:(fire^ 
^< ^Bf^Wk l&W^cohM msV^'f&t^ 
« attSaetf' -fty 'ir-^ ^Legifktdttuaid •««» 

5« tj^ aHj^ 'natural 'viMehcettiey 6-dbnft«& 
*< k ftian.'is Id rfil^ei^ft lil»pd!ib1e for«m B- 

« ty declarhtg and fej^MifeHrig t ^4ii% igMhft 
•* bfiTehderS, tWy britig it to pafei that' hft ifaaa 
*' tiin^ffly fcBarc?t^traiii|fers^ifie.la».$fBrid6, 
*« By tisffSrf'bf -impehdiril -cowBiaidiiy c&nli 
•'pliattKe-i^ hi a hJgfi-degftife prefcttAb % 
^* dirajeffiehbe'. Arid - eveii '^ieife, rnvMlk 
J^*- dffe^^brcd," ai itfdl -as jftifaiBiiMhls ib«ii^ 
J« <Srf^"; - tfiB 6!rf}g&tteti • 'bT 4e WW ^i» 
'-^ fcliifeflf tii cdhfift fn tfe^ 'fjfeHa%:^lidB f8*Wr« 
" lA thfeir natbr^c«i 6hiy /^/Srfh* aiid i/B»^"^ 
^' hbt!)iftg '\i thmpnffity m pnnifhinti*'*'.*: 
f hfei^'efdffe,'in tmr eftqtiity ifitd thfe fofia&Fcoo- 
MoWpt^m, W6 muft tife:e'ifltd' tofiP skdtMi 

ibr oWi^atibni indreMeS fa ^fitdp6^Korib Ifr"^ 

piHHfi^ii&rife Of aitodferaJei-'.-u^^^ 
)^;/;' -Of ha<r6' Ijfi^n dit^<aid-^«v wiiKf«fc^, tbttfec 

^,,| * Blacjtft. Com^ IiitrodL ^ a. 

knbW' 



a 
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fcaawled^^ of the duties bf ttatkritil religj^l is 

j^ffiej'fcajrc the .^////Vj isemwn the fampian4 
i^^obligadQn to* oJ)f$rve thcro, fupppfip^^jicm ' 
Jtb he ciigoincd hy God under ccjual penalties, 
is^f £€[U9l force^ and cgLnnotbc fuppofedto^hc 
c^nge^ or dijifDim Jby the manner of jtheir 
4i/a)Kery..: Whether alj the principles of this 
religion^ luve been always Jknown, is another 
jgiieftioii .:lilce the former,^ purely a gueftiort' 
offa<a, and which hiftpry alone c^n .throw' 
flight upon. \ ., ., , ^' 

. Whether the ignorftnee^pf ^c^^of tbf f4rir 
.^anieni^l prinqple|.,of i^^ in whi£lj;^^me tribes 
tiavc li\^, has heejtj Qjping to jtl^eir n^f^^. of 
reafcsu,. lOr i^egled .<jf :.irevela^on ^ or- j^o.^h? 
«itire ivant (|f the Igtt^ j, i§ another ^ueftipj? 
jof fa£t, for which tbofe tribes have how, or 
iad i"ortn,c,rly, to gpfw^ (to th^felvea. That 
XJod . is to -he worfliifij)^ j^cecably to ,|)i§ p wn • 
.Will-tr^X^ ^|s ^ill 9nd CQ|Qtngi)/^s ,fff to be 
^obcycdm aU tbing,s upix^fTfally, without r^- 
:(cr,PQrir?:feat: ^ ,|i|icflci^ pj^^t '^tp. ^^.f prn-j 
jjlie^ v^i^ii !t^,^^jp£»ftl JP9J5^S7rr Jhat one tnan 

^1^4 i^ittmef! 3if!Q^ i^iJa i^h^,t j^e wo^ld 

^\(S^iii^^i^\ji,%yf^^ .«an l^ jw'dif- 

piite;? ,;^ufe^W/}&^i -tecpfpe ipjttcrs, of, //«/;(, 
by virtue of God's, declared authority, by vir^ 

! P 3 *^« 
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Bfice Wftb tbem, ^(^ the rewards o^red to 
obe'lkiice ; that is, by virtue qf foine^Aiial co- 
Tcnutt fubfiftingbetwwi^ C^mulNl^. And 
it is evident, that an cnq^iry into tly: naturCi, 
certainty, and weight of the penalUes to which 
God hath made men fubjet^ in tlus world ; all 
which are undoubtedly the peetUiu: ianAions 
of nature's laiv i is the ready way to learn the 
ip^e and extent of moral and religious obliga- 
tion^ fo for as it cooceios our prefent mortaf 
end natural condition- 
It nay b9 G^d» there ^re fq many nt^tural 
evil confequcpces attending a courle of unfit 
condu^, as to ferve at once as notifications 
, iiod ^n'^ions of moral duties, and give them 
, the manifcftation ^nd fprcf of laws. By thefe 
. ^(^pjfcquwices we may obfervc, a man often 
, c^urics to a fuH knowledge of his duty, when, 
by tt\c bad cffeds of his ^onduft, he hath 
. (p^nd himfelf t9 have tranrgrefled it through-r 
. 9^t. , Aad many learn their duty in thi§ 
the hope, that, by 
>rk th^n thwr |bre-r 
'il^ which they 4<^ 
tccSkty and conle> 
lake the'tiazar^of 
jofe^uenccs of un- 
" nQ9 - j vS. 



' <H>fli^mlM^ «e>f^iiHa4M %«bl0^ afpoiatt 

their u&ruly wills and tflSlS^&erii n^-i'^ua o.ts 

•' ■ 'i(% '«»ThiS|iSJbft"<fiit*(o<P«idHW ojfpofe 

'■retiP^f°fniS's'apgeiSe?.''"'%S iftuft^tilatona 

'■ iSi'in^ tte iiiture if ^ii;^ifid'lis!i R«W«. 4>M 
■'';M'iifr'i4Pi'^nd'nottoli5«IeTVthc*fi6K4^ 
' te'ik.'iwajfel by- «notK^,' «hidh"'«Ht8i«t 
"Jome^id'frbm'dircia a'uthpnly.ailtf^iffilfe'fl^ 
"iaara^ionl can alone jjrcviU UpoS^ift^nfeiji- 
'' Ha&e PliiipBptier m Ws dofit; feii^whiaPit 

'^stn|:g^*^^^ 

M^Bs, decrarea to ne 

IJBbdl ana oMcrved a 

-oiapD iini: viit'Tjiifi a 

^tentign 'gnd fxpcri 

P 4 •woe 




^*4 aasgc:fe0|l&]^5)aili[. 

moitiy treated ; dut known and ta^i^i^\Aio ^ 

t;j[btbfi>i(ifirct hf»n^o^^a(xd, :Qv«fit«ki9j>i}ieh as^' 

fifkred^ ^; di^na |p$i»)}(w^ of [»f4lic^fold > 
JndiMl^ry^be&teliiif ttj^ »lf men; am atdeoahb 

. 83H3«8e.:*s,afiiwtbQi&y/delegat$diii^ Gpd: 
|Q;0ifttl>it|> {t>Si&i.f9iiSibies^i neither <;twl,iK>c 
dM|MJ9pQrliofiftte JtQcijal^e^ .uponi iiioh' ^: : 

iSi^'^pttObeth&i^j^QCL-ftjnd.tfrroc to 
w4?te?A?nfillJL: ^B4'fe>.l3fe»^eew%ibccp9rftj4i^!.. 
an4upi5Qp?<^i#g?M Vfifrtd ;and.1)i3»alt*ioK. ■. 

fortft4«j^pf-;($hi$xAtity^t}}f, a&dif)QH^9utito r i 

linoit*): J?fl(StfeyeiJi cX/^^eafpajPyhftTfijoiftiiif A 

ing or torture is its utmoft penalty j the ge- 
neral {ccmitf oim'H^/e^^id'me^d: remu- 
it)^.. neration 



jmmar^ ^ par d^lar^^ ' IMng its im4t)alm^ 

r^ms? ififtcid 4)f Dfce^tqr Jsf^e^ i^{ti» 
ia f)afdQt4ar fcN^id ^^ M. pi$it ie; i:hildm 
^'ieatkfat thtfa^rsi 9r4kffatkerpfirtbf 

As there imuft ncceijarily bg many tefl l bf ii tes/ 
the perpetrators of which rtmain condBate^ 
from th6 k»ow!edge of tj^afi, at>cl tmany ia 
pdicF refjicfts n<» coghifafilte by them j m\A M 
\C\t msiftifc^, that th^ hit€Srefts' of fociety »» 
pat fufficienrly prdvi2te4* for, nor tjhe in*: 
jailkeof men guarded againfjt^ by 4he humitfi 
Court of Judicgiture 5 tl)efe muft of neipeffiO|r 
be ah higtjter Cotirt, virith a indre ateoBvc 
JurHaiaione In tfeis God* fiimfelf ^reOdes, 
abd wi^> his OWp^iqirnediate and iinetrm^ 
hand executes hi^ ^wn dectlions *jf 1:)y fccret 
an^ utifecn' dlre^loft condad^ing'the^.tfvci^a 
of ^1$ world, thercl^' difpenilrig punifbaienh 
^nd fuc$:e& fpr aH thofe dfiboGes or virtues ' 
)w4Tk?h afc Ottt of the reach, or coixi6 iiot wfii^' 
rn die ^o^Hktioe of ^e inibrior TritmnsL 
A^matfMrimed, We klKrW, maybefe <x*W 
pcatedi'thitfcr may eftSipr ptefedt aet6«ioh ? 



IVi , 






Pf 



fi8 0ms:caoR[UKJ6C£^lI^ 

iMsJufticc, .^uA 



nmsiiacHUURcexaiirjt di^ 

j^fll^^^atili Ur^Ml^§ iktid'^lk6iS(ktl^ 

^niflied36:their^ utmdft,' wmild 'iA?dlV«l'1bbft 
irf«h unn^erked d^ftriiakmt'lf therefBffe|^ 
Be -witli-hefai* "'there ^111=' B6 ^cix'd'mn Yd 
** ivbom it will happen accbtMr^ to' ifk'^' 
" (^^ m ri^sttm }** -Arid^'lf W b«?'ii' " 
^ 'there x^me'Juj{'f^]W m^'iY'iariflk^ 






jftidkfttei^c iS** *ecefl&t^ ^ cbmmehcei* ^«^^ 
int«i«fts^itlSi^jE&t^tu»ei bf'^^^ih^ idi^ 

f;^ bl^'lnli^idtil^ X 1^ riUe of. 'this ^%k^ 

fvepts 




i).':£ 



wii^i' Jkall mt Uiif 

d in tl?e cottffe' of 
jiino: be .ftaftlec^'at 
: jyitlj iojp^al re- 
trj^u^n^ Jjnce .wj mult obfefv^ fhe piefcni 
iH(¥^i^ of thpni, and are tau^ JO expcft 
ttflis^sr theif finaj adjuflmeot. ■ - ; - ; . 
^ ^itis^EiiSijiSr <p diljjngi^ift wh.1t paftof 
tbV fJiin :«fi«^ d8« prf^rljt Mong.t<> 

nhf:*?'**** qf >»turc i for as, {ijrthk .«<*«- 
Wft, J»^ flE^ <ii«ti(^d «i«^^ ilOJi timial ijte, the 
^f^W"! W4 dxiSaiKiUoiis of an ia^urlt^ 
«)e).f a«net.fccJfaaugUito bdiongtt jt.' 1^ 
9)^mi>f> "fti ihetii^isgs «f tbis life .aie ita 

ami v(jth itfarought the, doom to nickf S me^ 



•;,.^^ jffithe iamlniftr^!E?on of j[uflfe# coii^^ 
^it(«d .«T itni- haods gf man/lttth or'^otH'ari* 
IW«t the dcfigri- of' .God ifi differ'fenf djes 
:thd c6thtttcs,^ts tinnpc^iTary id cdnfidcf • htfjpe. 
|t is ^^np'jigh to cohfider it as ibfolutsly re^ 
t[r|J{iffe ftft" the ibppdrt of tidturat rttlgm. ^\ % 
iiidted ibBbOiltS relleioti^ principles dhd' rirats. 



fuperadded hrs oti)cr Coveiiajit^s . * v 

^ frtie feme Is f6"be bfefel've^^ of Cjioa^s ie^ret 



more peculiarly lo to Jiaiurai t^eugion. \jnv 
we maV. venture to cohjeituYe; tiiat-!r^2)'d%si 




hill'^red'in^lhe >>;/:^.^ J^l^/r^ ^^^ ^H:H 



luHicientry evidence-tne 
aii hand of Qod. Almoft eyeiy crime ""^th 
its ^tninediate pr confequcnt remuneration j 

meafure 
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tffifiiiiiflaifoenncafafoii^ ^i tv^ii rfa^ ^wfaidlirtfak 
f difiamvattoo isx^ehfaaUytpilc^tnaicdh litidt 

: their&cnt UBum4ilhmxdi ttrctjr' Ofi^fl'^r ki 

jbki'cvple,; that li&rf«ivbt^TifitiAMar Sinsr' 
^4<di$)Ai^ T^rb^Uildfit Jtfc^ tiiem tlabnffi|t of 

^fithtenr^ir/iriyBb'' lAodbdeedifiibiiteske 
JMH \vliiitod tO! pitayft'this'. **:Jif.ibtA-^mtk 
f¥^tilbjhaU fi^Jfffli^Qny ^i SolotBoii< 

igKlt%^«e^,flkrety#»(t of tke Mt ^ Iftdeed; 

l8l»i^*M?Ju<;M^5^«W^ W^M«r,.w we 
|n^,4^ too l^wwi.tp JwJgfi! th<^c to .be 

i4e^s;Way wil ^,/pp wen to jijcigpt, |g»«n- 
3fe?y!iV9li;fia4..tfawi5ttftn^^ hjiw og«wirij put 

•OTatt. Tu, I, 2. « Jer. shru. j. 

of 



(jjDi^ulQi^'Df/tvils lavflcfotiamcd! otrcittjmi^ 

fii'ange>ttltiocountaiU^£ifai]il^ ; Tttcfai*e|i9id pnitk 
4cn(tt cbifldjiDrdiiseow fle^ VRAdf')k(K^%&^ 
its ffintnMi^yat ip^aBnhi^y n^ediiedt 
.DSgentBhoe hit&lf /"i9ikt*s6c Qn|agat» jDif 9^ 

Jtra»fgf«flk»rithey j^6i(htii% havvA^i^ W^ 
HkelyitQ^ bil)9peri,..f c$i^%^t<^ ib %i«^hsi^)Vb 

y-< t<$h6imit chief- rd«roft''-Why; G6dqa%ivM| 
.'f-fR^i^iiA^ ■ <5ik*ffifea9ents } left-'^toliii 

** God or no. whp.obfcrvcth the vjays of men. 
"And therefore is it directed by the wiidom 
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*<• tliat: M <pttMili«Mtft>4t tor bring •fin-w inifli 
« which hatbCb*6n fofgoteeft, fothe feOiior^ 
« arid' kind i^iefe^f tsioy lead «», tsk'Htetcby 

** thc1iJi(fd,"to thfc very fin we at« pumihed 
" /or. I have fliewcd before at large, th:.t 
^« Gdd*4 vifible Judgments have ufitally kt 
*< tiietA a ftimp. and mairk of eohfotrriity wftll 
^« the fin for >^'hich irhey are inflidled. Fot 
^* either v^e fiiffcr the ifefi^ thing 6uf»fel^es 
"** that ws hive done Vo ethers, or fomefhing 
** rcfembling or like -qnto it j or elfe are. pii* 
*"* nifhcd by the iame^hing wherein- our fiA 
•' was J or by means of that very perfon, by 
^^ whom we committed the Sin 5" as was 
Sampfon's cafe with Dalilah, and hath been 
the cftft of many others (ince 5 <* or, lailly> M 
^ the place or the firte when and where W6 
«^ finnod/ I am perfuaded there is bo }^g^ 
** thent Grod fends for ahy fpecial Sifi, bttt il 

•* hath 6he of thefe marks in it*\ . ''^ 

•■*''•■ ■.-'...■.• . ^. . , 

ofGodlf^fifi Ahab aud JtoebeU 4]ppn ^>e «ltAth of i>T«)Ma».i 
£c« the iiQprecauofn oF Mitkrldates upon bis^HoA Piidnia0a%.. 
Ot«r* lib; ^!; t.^. 23iioi!«i[atcv that Bryt»ur aad» CailiosikUM. 
Aeikilblvai ^liMn tlUB fMi* ^rtfmmi« tii^t : thcf. tttajti^. 
Oerat trithid; Lib« 48** And l^iutarcbi AppUn, and.CiuCi» i^l 
take QQbCe of Yoang Cic<^ro'ti reading a: Lfettdt conc<r2)<« 
ing AiitDnj^s dettih fi^tn tlir RoAra v/hert Antony .ha<^ 

■ '* 'bciofe 
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But ihc*©- is^ one. partkidar courfe : of Ais 
fecr« abd vmdidive t*ovid«ncc which, cdls 

t»efore ^dfed the iicad of his Father. Diodorus make$ a very 
jpamculiur remark upoii the fate of Agathoct«s and Us ,ChiI« 
idren^ Hb« xx. c« 2« De Gommi^es is a^ particiiUr )ip.oa t&9 
dea^ of Charles Duke of Burgundy^ lib. v. c. 6. • fhe 
Author of. the Hiftory of the '\jVar ofCoromandd obferrcty 
page'i69,t{ie like upon the Deal^s of Nazarrjing^'^d the 
Nafcobi bf-fStidapa, Qanottl, and Vilanore, See alfoiJuiM'a 
JRefl^ion upon tie;Bfeath of Sir Hcnrv Vane, voL vii. 

page 395-.. .... > ' /* 

Sophodea introduces Oreftes .urging iBghyftus to the very 

pliiicevlterehehsd tnittdeitd his Palherj» that heimghtkill him 

there. ; - 

. ' ' ; : • Elcftr.'liii. i6a6# 

■ Alexander defewd tie. Dfath of Beffus, tha; he might;, kjH. 
.him on the very fpot where he had murdered JDarius. li^ncei 
jperKaps ca|ne the notion we fye in Homer, ^at Gifts 
irom' En^shiei art fa^alv %X^fi^v AJ*»fA J^«if«>- as- -. men, 
often meet tiieir deftrti£bion by the unlooked-for inftrur 
n^entality. of thbfe they have injured. Writers have been 
divided in their opinions upon ' the Action of Brutus, ancT 
the •tW Aflaffins of Caiar. It is undoubted,- that Cieiar had 
'sBoft< unjuf^ly ihvade4 all thjp rights of his, fellow Ckizens*, 
:Yet theiate of his murderers demonfbates, that God will not 
permit even wicked men to fall by. the hand of private Venge- 
ance. TheSwovd is never to be ufed but in War,^io'fdf^ 
' i&dt^/'Gt ill. die Mgukr^GQilxfo €#; j^qe. If lJ&ffffi&'SSt9^r 
toobig £ar JniUcey it it becaofe tht^^extreme wickeiliiefs pf j;i^ 
Nit^ Uas^ exalted . them foy Scourge; and repQitance; 
alone^and' amendment ofmanoen, can prevail to. hare: them < 
' ctift dovFii or.^mo^, ivhibh miift be .the.wotk <^' GM.^ 
iC^Ut paill Jd)^ /erfeif, but .Amytiyf ^rUguftuR, TifanrittV? 
and otieri, falfilledthemcafure.^fVeogcanee* . : f 
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fta kkAfi lA (he ScHpftir^ bte dtnfdttiMai' 
onefenxi t^Ule otfett^^'^lbihis^Kithoritf.flitfli^ 
KiAQ^lol^ian 4^iak it«tibil» bMiH^'i^cd j 
and the (pinions of moft Writers, anttent and 
moderrf, Poe^, H!ft6fni#^,1ihB'il*?diil''1^ro- 
pilars ;|., fftpr , if thcft^^ have , lomc;,,^ ^ean 
dottfatedc^dfe ^^(tise^ikf Jthfo prdl^Mdii^ yet 
AejrllsWfe not 'd!ft)£«ea"l!te' rtfafiV^ttf if.' ^p6* 

eonmicdl^ -iriiat ^ has been, «iid:^lcqusji^ 
reoiains a 'pM of theSah^ion 6f n^fe^f^^^ 

dufffve vf evil to fben^hes^ but tajb tbdx 
^ojigrMes, How ihuch -^ntoldd- >'9I>>»ImMs 
damped the entkaii^ o/ AlexaiitlSirf ff'tlfe 
cotdn hate foreiecaiv dMt his amoitipn w^'t^p 
feiciiBve, Ks rava|cs too bVfi^^<»r!iHa#J 
too-fiiteacrsfiil and hluigHtT^ todOfO^Ufh/ah <iitif- 
|»te'ltf life own'^in^yi^ 'It' WoaiJi'^ 'i«'*«h&k 

*Q :.<?it^/ner8>;if::^?jB ; had . yji^^sfws. ;^ 
rofikk»t»to inake ^them tt^e^^iii^e/iili. lift; 

^^ feat 
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wcft»14 iillftci/MKly jtt^i^ ,Ae wifdojn #rte 

toj*^Ks5>;..;. . ;:.:■/.. .\:-.. ' ./.;■:. ^^v^. 
wllar W«[ «otvf brekW' it£ 4a the > . iyleiS^dl^ 

I Sam. iticviu S« I Ssm^ :0miL i^« Jafli> Tii4 14I f 

xKIngfilt 4^8, Plil. isxMiti »g"5ft. t Xiliiri'xivl''' 
gon. U4* •^fiHt 2ZO* Horn, Imdk T« fin* 50CH J^x* &'"tfor ' 



u *_if 



&rovif!eA€45. .Se<» the mftn #fif PifimtlM I469t]14 have to^ 

CR$ravcn''by\tt'Da\ighttt bf ^ftl^^cles. C&V. Cirnqfafe-i^liAt' 

^ ,:. Q^a ptfniih* 
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h8tUFP,..as- ftras-.tljeif jMrticuIar itation re- 
quires rbut the ^v?rid forfeitures which niay 
be m^e, aiid are made daily by tlie tranf- 
greffipns of men, fTiay.changc die ftati6W'of 

ponilliiArDt of rite Scythlirts iot ^crtlege.' The Anfwer of di* 
f ri^ef» of Dejphor m Citcfns, When )te reproaclned ^ A^oDft 
Witb Ugracituik md deceit. C/i*. The like ta Gl*i^^ the 
XiKedeqionUn. Eraia. Camp. Juren. Sat. 1 j. to which add» 
what le obfervM opon the fate of Troijr. Euttrf'. Juffin, ^b. 
zvi.c. i; i, pt Comminct, Hift. Ub. iiiic. 4. Ob. ^. 
c. p.'ltbj ▼.«. 18. Haime'r Hifl. of £ngt> Vol.i. page 
. ^ag.. V<>t. iy. c. ?xxlii,;p?g« ijz. Voltaire ^ftckogw- 
led^d fomething of the reality of thii San^ojl, call- 
in^ it MmnDti^aiU fiil'atily'^tA. -til. page i'(;? tranil. by 
Snio!]et^&c.);forceiItaaIIdtf^thiFa^ ahhoo^Mgr^d^. 

, .culqf what name to five it. The opin^ioas of Hiftorianfare 
t/> be regarded for lie fa£ts which they relafc to eftablilh them ; 
.and aUb » they give u* ufidouEted! 

.,*ipl^ of the.i^sin which they w 

.. will find » want of fufEcient exadipfi 

. 'bf Enividettce in puniflung mea foi 

1 J .their^fterities. • The Hiftbry of J 

■^ ;iiU hisfucceffiDrs ; the Cataflrophe ofj 
olwhicU, though niimeroua, penOu 

^ hundred yeaiG (Jofepb. lib.xviii. A 

. . ;^^t jnut'^eTSj of whom r thinlc it IB 

_ Oflljj onp.efc^eda violent death ; ti 
pallet) the name of C^far to exiin 

. Xoa^'t Podecity. with calamitous; 

, .UOp,^ % Poflerity" .o£rp.i,vtitA t| 
; aJoK^ of lhe.wh{>Jf race ofiunq 
. -oiMaM^i^m, and, die iviotajXayii 
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jier as we fcc^ in the co||irie of human juftice, 
ai^s pf ^attainde^^^^ f^ i 1^4tKier*s \ treafiMi dc- 
rCra^e liiWons and lateff pc3te|ityr' It' feevi-' 
dent, that under the covenant of nararfc, no 
plan can claim a privilege or epnoitiOQ 
^^l^iqh ,hp is not born to ; and In the ordering 
oilmtMn Societies tHe Jame rule is obferved. 
If therdbre the Fathers by rebellion have de- 
bafed their ftatiori. the Sons have no injuftice 
done theni, that their , conditioh h jpot ipxalted 
above their inheritance^ The viiitations 
'^hich Children fuffer for [their Fathers fins, 
.are. chiefly to be under flood as of the negative, 
notpofijiye kind.; the being placed. by forfei- 
ture in a lefs honourable ftation, with ' lefs 

'thefeand other finjitar ezeciitlons of wrath, lih itnpbffiUe not 
to confefs the truth of Job's reflexions: ^ Ho^ op u th$ 
*^ Candle of the yoic\ed fut out^ and how eft doth their 
* *' deftruSiion come , v^on them 1 God 'diflrtluicti fir* 
** rovjs in his Anger. They ^ are as fuhhie l^re tXf 
,.Jf^/^'«<4 af(d ^ Ci^f that the Storm carrieth\ away. Gad' 
-isS ^^^^ liii iniqujiie^for his Children.^ Job xs5. X/— i^. 
. ^ . ,*' jfliftory in general is but a coUcftion of Crimes, Folliei^ 
. **.and Misfortiin^s ; cvciy great event is ibme Capital Gala- 
^ ,{* fa}ty^^^F^ltairet And MTcre the Springs of thofe calamjitiea 
'fetnchea out, and maiiced with Jufti<;e'and Candour ; did aU 
H^ftonana rexpark with ^the lame diicretxon and Fiery that 
^orntrdnes has done, Hiftbrv woul3 be no 'Ionc:e^ a 'matter of 
^/, cunofi^" di^yj^ and trifiing amufcm^nV *^r*n ufelcr^ OVJ^^ •^ 
horror, but a' d)nftant leisure "upon t*te' jiiftlctfaf the Al- 
mighty. 

<t3 ■ degrees 



tey may '' lameii^ 
le evils th^y niave 

py charge of. iH- 

^ to forfciteahbr 

h they' have nb 

ilaim can ^lBm- 

a Prince^'ana heir 

fels are maiU unto 

'\*iiomt^f' iti^ao injury done unto the" others 

l^t^^ar? " made fpiio^'fioiotf, i* tor ctT~ 

tainly V the potiir- h^b po-wer iruer his own 

•f 9^!? r 4il £<mnat k fntfaets, mr mR 

••y^^/iw." TheremuftbepoorasweilasFidi,: 

<;ju^j^,of cnpditipn fubGils not, po^aps^ ja 

one fpQt of the 0|iiverfc If the lower dnlers 

moMDt i^ higher^ 

*^l&?i to_ flop ? "and 

to deny that'Oo<(j 

thetjElivMie','"^ 

^te of pdv'cfJy', 'foii 
X cpnQUiofiE ; ^and 



even 4ta,lKithdriLw from dioie alrouly poflelled, 

TChat.nKyj>ouefs^-witn aa tinni^ utte j irto 
(4k|^.a mMerialpart m mc'GovcrnmenT of ^fr 
Wort^^out pfhi! lian^'. '',ff b'avIdVipli li*eS 
^ji, ,fo ifluiii' debauchery '"as to 1*6 l^'Bit^ 
IdoUtiy ^^, and tjiereby 'ftafeit thc^ioiidi- 
tiona} prom^e 0F9, well-^tlablifhed Kin^o^^ 
hath fhe Grandlbn realon 'to c^I out 'of 1n^ 
mftice, that He reigns ovct but two Trifce^ in- 
ficad of twdve ^T^le two 'Tribes were 4' mat^ 
to* oJT gift and bouhtVi^iJC was'di«'be"'wa^ 
Bornat'all. Orliaii 'X<>fcp^»'^c HuflJand''<J 
"Mary, of the iamc roy^Tipeage, any f eafbn to 
cpmplain of tnjumce^ thtit himfelf and^ "hU 
anceftoi^ for many generations had lived in poV 
yerty and ofef^ntyV iSi^eid b? tJie SpIenAii 
.promiilof^Co thigir Taffi'et ^David, ' wheft th« 
wicked Jehoialdm, the fort of Jofiah, h^ ^t- 
fdted for his branch the' I'ema^m^patt of tHe 
Kin^ohif iind bad degraded lijs "^mily '^r 
eycvj '' ■■' ' ' '' ' "■' '"''^ 

' ^^p rmiGi be yaribus' capacities, coiidi- 
bon^, smd' bodily abiliues, m.the world ; ^3 
1 " ' ' , in vraatever degree th?y inight 
1 ItoTubfiffi'ftiduId GfcKi create a 

j id^OTlic'itaVonce, w^ 

J been incr^eajn/^Vmr'Qic vices 

I In au tnble matters wliei-eln fhe 

0^4 iplcnder 



der^ df focce0io|i {>e{^ttially diftutbedv* W^^ 
6e Dominion tratssferapd from oqe Kbg^oar 
to' '^ftwher People i (the kingly ^uthorit;^ 
ti/irdlle<i' oipt 0f the )isBids of one F^pafly, at»|/ 
gifiei^ |o ^another ^ « and eftates and hereditary 
ho^fdura pacing away ; and ilrengdi^ «^ .beau^ 
ty, Sind wifdom, decaying among i^mc Fami^ 
lied, and tipex|)e^edly (hewing ttienifelves in 
others ^ and all tiiia ^thodt coniplaint^ o<^ 
ivitiliaut juft oacrfe of CQfloplaint Ahd ^e 
ptu\ V9|io hath (hakenhis bodily frame by in^ 
temperance andliift, and hath by the Tame 
toeans weakened ht0 mental abilities al&, if 
)ie fettth his Son liie up unhealthy, apd with 
paflions'tingovernableywho can appeal 4gaipft 
[c^ iftno OQC perfonjbf Genius ^rifes a^ongft 
Jiis pofterity fen: ever ? ' ' ^ 

• f But;.- whilft tHs- abfblute fupremacy of th^ 
Creatbr, «nd right of difpofing of all theBe-r 
ihg ''and powers of nature, is afferted, j whflft 
it is^difputed that- ** ill SqUIs ari hitt\ tba't 
^^'kfBh'-SiutoftbeFitiheryfo alfr the Siml'ifiBe 

f'Si>}^'ni}it.>- and in ttikt view..ft'ini<iiffi'ib(i^t 
Hnowledged, that he may withdtft^r^li 6F 

^i-' with 



Vadit^4^ o^2Bcky fplaiggfi 1 ? bcgfmid [ ^ : f jfeflr !^ 
fBstiikindi'^m alio Jtdm ihe Baptifty ^ lOQOO 
otiwr^/totethc KUrbwgw vapd For ermuflr ^of 
f^hrift^tos gjecftt 4 Propljet as ftny tt^atfj^eol 
jiefor? I:iim i .and^^t il^e fairie tihfie at^.l^orci 
of otbery hien to be hoba with Iowc|" r^f2f»si^ 
ties^ lefi oppbrmniiic^jof , Qoming! at ttttJcttthi 
j^ndof raftfy Jeis importance in the af&iri$ ^qHT 
Vhe Kingdom of Hcavcrii ,«aryipg frfjjsk. 9ac?h 
other as* Jews qr Hcathetjs,* civilizetj jOfJy? 
Vage^ bond vkte^vfifdor iocHs or modtn^o^ 
princes joc beg^rs '-, jfe^^ iri <»dex to yfndipait^ 
his Goodtiefs, Vi^h9e' we dilfplay his pr^^pift 
pn4hi8 WilHdm'ici conducing die events: of 
this Yl^dd. Tve muf^ obferve. diat he hath al^ 
ways been fyan^ an ' f (|DitabIe MzAerj ^^cHlf 
J** reapitb-nof ns^hire be Jotb not/ow 5" he^e^^ 
pefts not more from men thdn he caabl^t 

then to perform 'i he requireth ^* mueb of,,tbofe 
^\Anly tanvbom much h given y and th^, a$ 
h^^^hath a full right to diiftribute his Jjalent^ 
in what, manner he' pleafes,. and will alio ro^ 
campeniiE thole to whom he hath committed 
the If^igfpft^vfii^t 9f.^iH, -^eHx apccycling 

l^ \mx^ ^ -. wonile^p^, \hfxw 4^.' (^m^i 

the 



^e Childrep to fopr gf Derations } and ][et 
both the Mercy find the Judgment arp faid 
to have been, ihewn. and eaq^cuted upon the 
fejthe farjiilics. The Iced pf Abraham ip gcr 
fiej^l^ the faipily of JJfavld in particujaff ftr^ 
fd forth as examples of bpth ; and were ytre to 
exaoiine hifiory ii^ith care, we (hbuld find it as 
true i9f ^1 tribes, and all families, ^x a^l 4ge$ 
and q^tiQns. Perbajit^, fofne may cxped}:^ 
th»t ^ofp evils which vi^f fee hereditary in the 

vrorl^ ijl heMtfi aqd thp lifct, d?riy^d frcxn 
tt^ j(jl(f|>gij<iicry pf ^ Fa^her^ pijghf tabc cured 
flr iU^j^e^ ti'i^ 0JC pipqs pofteirity ofapicH^ 
^ni.jw§ if 4u? <locp opt l?«|>^en, jtmajr l>p 

." g«ietgtip»s ^ /w /'P^ /?w GodV* ly 

:^ay i)c. 4nt«fed.9ppn a fxafterity by adci. 

(apndi^nie \^ . Ae fanjlly of liv^t ^^w? ^o m^qy 
gea^tiq^, 4vpn j^p^b thf psaoe ^nd far 
ispmr of ((;^:h^ b^n wdfiqwd by the . j)iie|y 

Wd i;)i«iil9ll9f 9f. ^'^. 6>(ccc?4in«: ^?flP^ 
«f Itj J^^;^ J^efe y«ry /^i£^aog^ imy jbfr 
<x>nverted intp trials pf virtae, .P^<^ P^ ,P|^ 
oi^bmeBts ^f^ia. Mis|R^pes^nd ^jffipul-. 
£es are as nece;p[aiy for t^ e;iuAe^oe of par 
^Qce, fprUDf de» .%|nl4e ^nsft j^id'CPn&ience 

in 
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HE N the people of Ifrael had 
tfdniere'fiecl ih the matter of .the 
'Odldeii Ci\f-'''znd 'ttie " wrath of ' JehovaH 
VaxeH hot *^gain{t "tl^ern to have' conifiimcd 
them ; Mjles mtreated apd offered himlelt 
for thcbi, and'charigcd the purpofe of Jehon 
vah ^otti utter deftrudiion to a denunciation 
of temporal misfdrtuoes : * ** In the day^hen 
^ 1 v/Jtf, I will nit fit tlfeir Sin u-pn t^e^^^ 
An(f the liexf verfe tells us, that " %hovab 
^^'pldguei 'the people^ hecaufe they made tbf,^ 

Sot this' was. not the whole; for Gpdf aiK^ 
iwerea McJies ' fupphcation, *' Behold^ mme 



i?/ 



a.^ 




o:r;)bnr:<?dEik<*8;k*ili.t4^V*^j^^ ^'^^.^"^ --^^'^ 



o.\ 



€f 



4» 



in ^tfeHyfiini'-t^ oethot ;«¥c^^e^58^ as 

rcprSBl&elv '^'Cte'ls ih^.natore of ^a\pro^^^ / 

de^d¥dll^^\arevc^ , 

as ^i^niRg^td^a^good.ttian Qt a. t^Klone* £^ . 

iides^ }^muft t)ea}wa|^;resnemb«re4 4>9t CodV 
im^i$»l!ai^ fevouror anges wiULhai^e^laft 
inft^enti^ in making .men eai^, refig^d, or . 
very mifer^ble. If ma)^ alfo Itaf^On: ^^.RM9V 
branches proceed fmoi t&e cjiti)^ ilEockf^ the , 
bleflings^ of the righteous may defciso^ ^J^ , 
pioqs^6n; and the bifffeoipbii tb^f p0fiy;f|^ of ^ 
his Wiclced Soii may bd redeQii|e4i |fi M^. 
branch 6S \t^ by the piety and penitence /Of: 
biili'Who feeth hi^ ratter's Sbs, and fer^lii^: 
thcni^; 
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<' go uf 'ODitbtlep&fpkuMtotbihndtr.fx^ 
him, '< BeBM^ I mil findmim ^dflg^^^lfif^ 
^^tbee. Iwillnat goiipin tbem^of^e,i 
^^ for this is a ftif-rndtid people^ Uftl^fitife 
^* thee in the naay. And vohm ibtpti^ bftfrd 
*« thefe evil tidings^ they nmtnMl C The 
calamity of being tfaas abAndoned by JcbcH 
vahy whofe benign and powerful prdi^oce 
they had fo happily ei^erteofied* was fa 
affliding to thstfi, that when Moles uiti-> 
mated to diem ^ make an offering of dieir 
Hchefl Ornaments. to; Jdiovah, with gr^at 
promptneHr they deHrered them ; .with which 
he built a Tabernacle, and called it the Ta-^ 
beriiackef the Congregation •• But he pitched 
k without the C^mp, to £hew them that 4ie 
purpc^e of Jehovah was not yet wbglly; 
changed ; that he would not be in the midft 
of them ; neidier had yet renewed with them 
the Covenant they had broken. Neverthelefs, 
*' the Ckudj/ Pillar defcended^ and Jioad at the 
« door of the Tabernacle^ and Jebovab talked 
•" mtb Mfes face to face^ as a man talietb 
•* witb bis Friendly' for furely it did fq ap- 
pear, from that repeated and earneft fupplica-* 
UqA ; 9^hich God allowed him to make fbic 

* Exodus xxxUi. i, 2, 5, 4, » Exsdm zzxiii. g^ 6, 7« 
^ Exodus xxziii. 9/ I by |x, 

%^ the 



itf^eds Ilim > to m|etaeA( "iac hk Kid&»tf ' 

%w^ uato J^HMraii, ,*« Aafo^^ iim fmfi^' 
*^me.' ;yet M)m4i^ fiid^ J^kl»»ilmJ^1m^i' 
B&bddetied by tbe lb^ ^rhk limrtjl^^^i' 
her: proceeded 4 «od he ■■ fiis4f ' ♦* ^ l^fftiii^kttkfi ■ 
**'Jbew me Hr^-Qbr^: rJ^be-J^i4i^l^h«mW(^ 



» » 



/- i ^ •; - '« Eiib&*aial2l &^ i> .ll*;;:.r. siibcy.! 






*^ mUJBnD nm^. IJini^yiboniAh dtfcended M 
*'*ut3eiuB ufM the Moiniti and prockimii%i^ 
*'* Name of yebovah. Andyetjovah pijfedi^ 
« hefite htm,: and proclaimed^ ^<flfov<«fi, ^eho- 
** vaB^^B^Bmy 'Strongy' Merciful, and Grad' 
** (m»i kt^^fm^ring; abmibmt in goodneji'dnd 
"/fioifi i^^ng l4eriyfirtfk>ufands ifirgivi^ 
*» iwqaityy and irahfgreffiony xmd Sini and 
^ that ^il^-m mains de^k Itiegu^ ; vr^t^ 
** the; imquit^ of ike fathen tipoh the childreA 
*^anto tbeMhcd and wito^m fourib getiira- 

i&o^f fi^^ the allr jmnbos Yifioh* ^ i^d 
conwittiet bki fUf^licati^n with refreibedcdhr 
fidibci' " If "now i iimjbtinl gftite in %' 

^*^dmn0mx akbougli ttiiafl^'necke^pe^; 
*y^tfarAk wf imqiiii^ dndoitrptt tmdtiSlk, 
**Hu jfer'7^ ihberikiHce <" " Cottfmxie si 

H*K*'4h' thy Wrath wtten thou gdeit tij> '»^ 
*v*S«i^\'UiB^' alAough, -'pejidvctituffc, tljroti' 
t^Dbridfl^dSoa^ed with'usfor our unbtli^ii^ 
*^'kfaftsV-a&d ^W {«rvtffei«ef? ; but retrilnlbcf 
«^Ml^W^4by peopjei and the iShccpoi^ 

'•^tiiy^iijJbwi^- Thtf foecefiof this-laft^e^f 

^ ' • " ■ - • - , . « 

' Exodttt xsaSSu tjf f& lUoGriteaExadiY^ 6, 7. « Exodus 
ipncir. 8 q* 

V»»^^^^^i' tion 




* 

lion the next wcrdi ^iticc ; ^and die.'Mtiold 
Ipgffi^-ftts bcfwe us^ ill a ilrong ai»4:amiaU[^ 
]|gbt» die infinite oiitidefceniion oi* God to the 
(upptications of ibis ^thful Serv^^nts, md his 
l6ng«ififiering arid aBuKlant g66dno& in bear-* 
jQg itrkh theobitinacy and rebellions of his 
people. 

ThisaloQoni.unparairded paflage of Jacred 
Hiftory ill evety part is worthy clofe attention j 
but there are ibme parts which the ibUowing 
obiervations izlay be found of life to illufirate: 

The word Dts^^ where it is to be tranlTated 
t^amei does hoi always, fignify the' Name, 
^iShpr Appellative of Proper, by which any 
bnc i$^ known ; but hk J^eing^ ,1ns Properties^ 
hh Donation, his ExceJleniy^ his pot&txal 
Ft^cfj : and, as it is Ibmetiix^osL: eveii in the 
Bflglilh Idiom, his Ren&ivH. To caltl apm 
fife Name of Jeiovab, is the fame al to dall 
Vtpon Jehovah. To put *'^^r /r^ in tie 
^Mfim of yebao(^'\ is to truft in |c&o*ah* 
Tsi build, an Altar to the Name of y^ioi&abrh 
to build an Altar to Jehovah. " TJ&y Name 
*• is as Ointment poured forth ^ :** — ^like the 
fi^grancy tf fweet-ointtfient is (fee efxeriliirifcy 
c^ thy diipofition. " Behold the ^Ndme^^^ 
•I y^omb cometb from far ^ i' i, e^ l^ksmSsk 

f Cant. i. 3. « IfaiA »a. a/a^- '" : - '" : 

iiw^;^ •- ' Cometh 



«^iiit^freniifl^« 4>rilgif^ lb«ilMi^ oNMh 
^-tBe l^iiH^ -ttv^i" pnflklf tatpfa^kid ^r 

^ it^:^. k 1$ . otiifid& to : i«nualiQiilk» ^ 
'^9%g^S Wh6!r«iii ^ W<^ K^e^te to be 4i|»«itt« 
terpreted; 'VfhaX Mofes ikys to God, **'Tet 
^i^hm jtsafijeiii i hmo tbiis. iy N(inief aod 

A^vaHnt dthotitibhs !6f (Sukt '^vettf^bto 
lindnic^. wiiK. w^h he^eggrdedJ^ni). ij^ 

*;Btfsimi, We pi tf UHf ititf in fttft*ft«t 
place, •of' Cyms, **' / i^/iw , Mi^. iW ty ti;^ 
^4^^nM^s''« ifigiii(^ ^t^t* d6Ai»il .«£ ti^ 

omcfST* 

"^ • ' * , ■ . • * 

be Itnbwii j that%a*-ii, attrtlm, /h^/ty, QT 

ebaroBert by nviiich he dio& to be d^im^ 

. '' , • ■ ■ . • • » 

iwgw,^^ to bcg«t ah Hteii? to tlie Eltate of a deOe»oi 
iflSSs Bretbcr ; ana' accordingly tlie-^JPrdpiict ^iom^tim^ 

R guUhcd 
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^^fhed in apy Age^ or by any Tribe $ the 

^ ^Nattte* aflUtafted being a pledge or aflUr^iiQey 

ibat Ood^trould be to thofe fpr whofe iake he 

vdflumed it| whatk impUed. He tells Mofcs^ 

-^ Jf^^j^^ y iut fy 9fy nas/ie r^Jebof0(A was J 

/ *7*KK /Hf ^^ -^^fi^fyj ^ccQr6lJlg. tp t»ur trinflation. 
* ^{^ Udtrived from^^fj, fortitude; anil f^^N properly fignifiet 
" die P'a*^/kl •! 'Ji^h(^ Om: 'HB^ » t^ftea j«incd v^riA *yH t 

y i^e^j ^^« ]>ejlrqyir^ Otberi doriri^ it froin, ^"ly^Jujiifiir^ 

^an4 jy pr6 ^lE^K* '"'^^ ''^* Bot when wc conWder the rccttit 

Sdl^ftftii^fti^ te W«vld i;y 4i« ^obd, aftdVitliftl6rKie9>of 

« t)ii0.pljdD ^j'iiKiixomHei^Tflni «iid aUo thrjieccflit;}r th;ere:j¥aai 

|o kec» the tribes of men in awq by tbe terrors of Qod's Name, 

when by their rebetfious attempt at Bft^el^t aid appear tiat 

' nothihf iHs 'cdutf M&nain thte ; : it foat ibt uxiUkdy",' tfascr 

^Olid^jdaifiut04lan» tha e^^iy' a£e& ^. Jse c}id ^foji^atioRs Ae 

later- g Aerations, by the Name, ♦^(J^, 7J?t Al Shjddai^ ^ 

Mgkfy Defiroyer^ the Avenger to execute 'Mrath upon the Un^ 

'gojy :. wUdh, ly^ra£V iniplkadbn;: ddbritibd btmlis /jkr Air- 

^nd Jacob (wearing w/^^i^tff^*^^,^ of i^is Father liaac.; 
$ee alio Job xsA. '20', 

Ou TovvofJio, ^o08por.. 
VcA. Dipbil. Comic, ex Eufei: Prap. Evang. lib* 15. 

? i^ Whence came th^ notion, that ** no man could '{ee thfl 
fict of God^ and live.** Exodus xx. 19. DcutcTohpiiar 
y. 54—26. God ftiles himfelf the .,Jea}oux God. Jealooa 
Jf one Attribute of Deity in China to this day. Orphiem 
^eitLc Deity ^p/jcr^i borrendus. ' Opfso;; Tv»(Jiti.t» 
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• ** not knovjfi unto them \." Not that the Kame 
. jfchpvab was unknown till God revealed it to 
Mbies ; it frequently occurs in the Book of 
.Oeheiis : rieitncr is it any folutioii .of the 
difficulty, to fay the Sacred Hiftorian hatK 
ufed it proleptically ; fince we find Abrahaoi 
tifing it With the words n>Jn^ \V\TVy as a pro- 
phetic application, denoting that on Moiint 
}^r\^ Jehovah would provided It is Beyond 
contradi(5lion, that the name JehovaJi was 
known ; but the Chara<Ser in which God 
chofe to nxanifeft himfelf, from the Flood to 
the Expdus, was thai great and tcrribl? Name, 
Al Shaddai. At the tirrie c^the Exodus it pleaf- 
ed the Almighty to alter Lis Style, and declkrc 
iiimfelf Jehqyah"; and to add -to this' anotnc^ 
complex appellaiipn, Jehovah, the £^lohim of 
Abr^h^m, the Elohlrribf tfaac, the Elohim 
of Japob; not 'as a ^Ta me by which he hath 
been called, but as a ChdraBer in which h6 
hath -manifefted 'himfelf, and wfll m;anifeft 
himfelf to their Children throughout all gene- 
rations. 

', . But, 'Mofes obtained ftill more thair this, 
wheix he fb earheftly intreated the Lord for 
the people at Hbreb, For having appealed 
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^ ExodtTi ti. 5, 
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Ki's wratti, fee- jprevailecl alfo to Have Hirh ggr^ 
up ift t$e liiidft df i^^tn; ib^ intf eating Kir^ 
fintherfo tear with their manners arid /Iiar3-' 
heiS. of heart while he was iii the nqfidiJE oF 
them/ehcoiiraged dv fuccefs, \\c befought 
Jenovan to mew him njs Glory, to give him 
a peciihar pteidge of his excellehtTdrbeafancje 
aMIong-iunerTpg. To this alio God cbiide-' 



icenaed, and told him ne would pr6claim nts 

Jame before nini j and accorqingly gave him 

thaf Chaftidr of mercy and ibVbVaraiice, thii 

Jehovah, JendvanArermV Merciful and (jTra- 

tioiis, &c ...-•- -. • . 

The paflage thus Far underftood may fcrye^ 
perhaps, as a hmt why Jaco^ aiict Manoah' 
were both {o eamcffi to. Tearii tfiie Names of 
t^ie.AngeTs which appealed. unto them 5^ and 
why Motes aTfo was iollicitous, when Crod ap- 
peared to him in the fiufh, to know his Namc> 
reprefenting it as the fir(l queftioh the people 
would put to a meflcngcr who pretended to 
comt to them from Elohim— •'* ^r^^/ is mi 
^^wime?' Thefe apquiries procei?dcd . not 
/froni Vain curiofity, as much beneath a wife 
man to make as the dignity of God tb grattfy^ 
but for the fake of obtaihlhg an affurance of, 
and * Cliarter-title to, forrie peculiar bleflings^. 
There are other paffages which may be hence 



P^ I S^M R T AT ION IVr 245 

i^i^ftratod^ . an4 ?lCo feryetp iljuftrat? jhe jfore^. 
gping*. The Prpphct Jeremiah faking of 
Cbrift, tells us, " jinJ tbii is the l^mf j^ ^ 
'* ^kicb hefhflll be called^ Jehovah our id^bte^^ 
^oufnefsy ifaiah alfo tells Ahaz, ^\AVirS\ 
•^ i^P Jb^^J conceive and bear a Son, and thm. 
^Ijhalt call his Name Imm^^nuel^^^ And two ' 
chapters fbllpwing," finging as it were a Spng 
pf triumph-T-'* Unions a Son is born, unto us •^ 
^^ a Cjjild is given y and his^ Name Jhall be ' 
^ ^* cafkd fFbnderful^ Counjellor, jilmighty God^ 
^' Everlajling Father^ Prinze of Peace ""Z' 
Note, it hath happened, that none of thefe 
all have been ufed either as appellative or prp-f 
per Names of the Saviour of Mankind. But 
if we conflder them as deligning not his Name^ 
but his Nature ; the things which he hatl^ 
done for us ; the blefling he is to us, as our 

Teacher, our God, our eternal Father, our 

'' . • . ' 

^ Tlus glyes us d^e reaibo wl^iy the nam^s c£ Abtzm^ 
Sa^al, fnd Jacob, were clunged ii^tb Abraham, Sarah^ ax^i 
Jacob. Their new names were pledges of the ble/fings they 
denoted. Jblbiia • enquiry of the Angd which met hioj> 
ft Jrt th§ufafus^ 9/ for our Admrfnri$s7^^ i\ad the Angel 
^clared his ^I»m^r " I-afii Frjnce df the Hofis of Jehovah ; 
which implied the- thing which Jofhua wifhpd to be affured 
bf. 

^ Jcremiali xxiii, 6, ^ ' Ifaiah vii, 14. " Ifaiah ijc. 6. 

Compiar« Ifaiah lir. 6^7. 

R 3 Peace, 



Peace ' our Righteoufriefs ; we (hall have'rida- 
fon to exult alfo as well as the Prophet ; fihcc* 
the Style whicH he ,tl^en proclaimed 6( our 
Redeemer, hath fince been verjfied l^y what, 
he hath executed for us 3 for he is mighty yan^ 
bath done to us good things. 

. Jt may b? further remarked, that, this ufe 
of the word pp^ j? to b^ found ey^n amongl^ , 
the Writers of the New Tcftapient. *' fFbg- 
^^foever Jhall break one of the leajl , of thefe 
** Commandments y ' and Jkall teach men Jo^ the 
^yfame Jhall be called (i. e. he) the leqji in the- 
** Kingdom of Heaven ?." " ^nd thou^ Cbild^ 
^\fhalt hi called (fti^U |)e) the frj^het of the 
** Hig^eft f •" f ^ For there is none other Name 
** under Heaven giycn amongjl men^ whereby nipe 
" muji befaved"^ j" or in other words, Ihere 
is no^ other Being upon whpm men can rely for 
Salvation. " Which be wrought in Chrijl^^ 
fays St. Paul, ** when he raifed him from the 
*^ Dead, and fet him at bis^ ot^n right hand^^ 
^^ far /^btroe all Principality ^ and Power, and 
*^ Might, and Dominion y and every 'Name thai\ 
f / J named, (every moft potent Being). ;70/. 
f only in ibis World , but alfo in that which is ta 
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f Jlitt. V. 19, P Luke !. 76, . «.A^|i, m^ 
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^*'Cmey;y.\ Ai>d the fame Apoftfe,'-- wntin^-to^^^^ 
the PhjKppians, fpealcs again of Chti(| to,thc: 
fame purpofe : " Wherefore p* faysthe,^* *5 Qod^^ 
^y hath' highly exdited htm, and gifoeft him d\ 
•• Name which ts^ above every Name 5 thai Jm 
" the Name of Jefu^ every knee Jhmld bow ^.^^ 
*^ things in Heaven^ and things on Earthy and^ 
'* things under the'Edfth^ and that enxry tongue ^ 
^^ fbould confefs that J ejus ChfiftisLord^ . to the 
« Glory of God the Father \'' If by^the ' 
N^me 'ivhich God is faid to have givtn to 
Jefus, we underfland the Being of Jefus, 
and by every other Name, every other Beings 
the fenfe'of the Apoftle is pkin ; *' that Gbd 
*« hath exalted oiir Saviour in power above all 
^* other Beings throughout the whole comimfs 
'< of Creation, whether they be Heavenly, 
«♦ or upon Earth,* or infernal. Beings 3 and, 
** that every tongue, every intelligefat Nature, 
** muft bow down, and confefs, and pay ho- 
« mage to' the Son, to the. honour of the Ffi- 
«* ther." And that it is to Jefus hlmfelf we 
are to bpw, and not' t6 the Naming "of his 
Name> is plain from the Prophet liaiah kmX 
hislfitfcrpreter St. PaulV ' . : 



I # 



r Eph. i. 20, 2i# t PblL ii« 9, lO, lu < Ifai. 
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tMjalMccky.: . 5f Ske^^ Mt^t^fm ^^fxti^afajk ^; 

m9ii| witit Wp6& loathe i$rjpt«f:!^ii^iiM^' 
tjb«t |i%bii9 is pQ> i|i«rd bi ihe Hdbcew^ stviKtm') 

jp^ rep^atcc^ wid^ |he particle ^^ between^ 

"2f< iii, 26r >i 'X a3^ at -xxk 
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i?#W^ Arjd in^i^ifofe w? ftn^ lij* Taiaife 
wpr(^ ^epl by ^ercipiab, vrtisfc ti»y »jfr qpr^ 
poic4 tolhfi werdflVj? *^ w|iic{i in tbitf plji/c?; 
is ijfcct lofigpify a fullff^^ Of .tctliiil MrveT; 
tioB ; t})e f^nf^d j^ alfp e^d^nt from ti$t> oibqr; 
pfagw isft this pj^gfeflrt, nfher^ md?¥?4 tWv 
VROtd? 9fc no^ in; tl?c A?P? PTder, |>ut tfe^, fcn^ 
]s the fti^onger for it. ?i itiiffrre0(^ ip m^af:^ 
Jurt^n^ith Judgment^ tnftir^ God's pi^e^^ k^M^ 
luring w to natbivg Y^ tre u.ndoubtc41y propcf 
f^pplifJ^tians i|i every day's dcvption. Wha| 
kicd of ^ra^e it W9$^ y^h^t degree pf xnerc^; 

eiii^igh frtxn ^b^ )^tk been pbferv^ ; bit 
imf:^]Jh^ ^ iI}pAr^^4 W^*^ tn iDftaqce. Ocd ^ 
gave It in 4^ge to hi^ people, to fmite tj». 
Cfomtm^ $pdto di?ftr§ythci» titteriy^ to 
TW^ tb^^n dclQiate without a remtiantj tbo 

Wipe^t|i|y l^irreoipi:^^ the face 

pf dbf p3M*lj. Jut wJicTi hia people rebelled^ 
^iid'i^iiri^ tip^ himto- 

af^^i lb tljL^^^ "Wi^ifr^id 

left feiifewid' dPiftl^y -tPm fjigt U we^^Jkll' 

xjc^ XXX. II. y Jen txvj ^9* Jer, xJix. i^. Jer. 
Jfix-M. Jer.x, 2^ : 1. Jir.!! ^ ^ 
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of can^t:^(m: thuthi forga^oe their imquity^'and' 
dtfirt^d them, noiK \rheir ^^ dap' indc^^: 
aid he confume in vanity ^ and their years in~' 
irshldej:'' ," He wjitedthem 'with €alamities^\ 
Jiathtei that were n6t good^ and judgements 
** yt^areby theyjhmld not tiv^ j" yet neverthe-^ 
lefs he forgave them^ to fave them from abfo-- 
lufe d«folation j *" and many a time turned bis ^ 
^*. wrath awayy and wQuld notj^ffer his whole 
* * dtfpleajure to artfe a/f . 

With refpeft to the oth?r words, the ^^ vi^ ' 
^^Jiting the iniquities of the Fathers' upon the \ 
•* Children to the third and fourth generation,'* 
how they can be confidered as part of a Char- 
ter of Mercy, may appear at firft fight almoft 
impoffible to evino?. And yet thdr being- 
placed in the fame AQ: of Grace with that 
of ** keeping Mercy fir a thoufand generations ^ 
implies fortiething like it. At any trate, k re- 
ipire is a reprieve, and a mitigation of ]Mralfli- 
ment a degree of pardon: life to-a^brkninal: 
under fentence of execution, however k may ; 
be attended with fome evils, is a grticc i»t td 
be defj-'ifed. Even Agag, though he had lojft' 
jiis Crown, his Wives; hisChildren, hi$ wiiolc 
people, rejoiced when he thought ** the hitter^ 

2 Dcut, U. \mi a Wiffl, xl, 9, lo. 
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^^nefs. of death was p^'' . Had the f^dfenc^^ 
of God beeix^executed. Fathers and Chil^t^ti-, 
hiad all gofie together to the grave-, whecht^Q. 
people refufed to go up uiito the land ofC^ar. 
uaan. But when, by the intrcaty oifMofes,, 
puniftjment was delayed, and executed flowJy ; 
for the fpace of forty year? 5 furely thepeopltel 
were more mercifully dealt by, than the te^i 
fpies whocaufed their rebellion, who for theii? 
iniquity were confumed utjterly. ?u6 that> 
God hiipfelf regarded thb delaying and. 4e-. 
ferring puni(hment, apd didfufingitamongft. 
three or fsur generations^ as an Adl of GrciGG 
to ofi*^nders, we have fome declarations aad^, 
examples in the. progrefs of Sacred Hiftory'^^j^ 
That it really is, might be evinced by a variety, 
of arguments j but the following CQniide)ra«- . 
tipns may perhaps be thought fufficient. > 

Wl>en the people murmured at the returni^ 
of the twelve Spies, ^nd. refufed to go up and 
take, poffeffipn of the promifed lai)d> the an- , 
gcr of God was greatly kindled, and he de- . 
clared to Mofes, *^ Iwill fmite them with a 
*^ peJiilefKXy and dejiroy them \ and nvill make 
*' thee a greener nation and mightier thfnthie(^*\[ 

> . - * 

- ."- • • . • "!.,... 

r • - i 

* I Kings xi. 34, 5 J, If. xxxix« 8. i Kings xxi. xg. 
^ Kings xxii^ «o. « Numb. xiTf 

But 
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But Mofcs faid unto th? Lor4v " When th 

^yEgif^tians Jhalt hear it^ ti>en they Jhall fay to, 
^* the inhabitants of the land^ that thou ix^ilt ^///^ 
♦• /j5/V people as om pian ^fo the Heathen fhatl 
^^fay% ^^^^HJ^ jfehovai was not able tq bring . 
^\ this people unto the land which he fivare unta 
^^ them^ therefore hath heflain them in tpe wil^ 
«* derwfs. And now J befeech thee^ let the- 
" ponfier of my Lord be great y' (prcfervcl thefc 
t^y people to manifeft thy power) " according 
as ifyiu bq/i, fqidy "Jehovah is fiow to anger 
^ ahdfif ^reat Mercy t And forgiving iniquity^, 
** and Sin^ and in punifhing not making a full 
*' endT, ,a^ "oiftitig the wickednefs of the Fathers 
^^ j4pon t^( Children unto the third and fourth^ 
*^ generation/' ^^Bc merciful y I befeech thee, un- 
* ' to the iniquity of this people^ . according to thy 
^^ great mercy y and as thou haft forgiven this^ 
** people from Egypt till noip. And Jehovah 
^* faidy t have forgiven y according tqtHyre^^ 
*' quefiy In order to make out the con-? 
fiftency of this plea, we are under a neceflity ^ 
of confidering the punifhing or cleanfing npith- 
out making defolate^ and the vifiting of the, Si ns^^ 
if the Fathers ^pm the Childreny as claufes of 
mercy and forbearance, and as bein|; par- 
ticularly infifted . upon as fuch by Mofes ; 



cc 



aSunddnt ^tit gboinefi and ' ilfuiW,!yt\i\% Tdiic 
of the words in queftioh makes fhe'col&TtSlbn 
of a piece with the reft of the argbmchtV 
Be nierciful unto this people^ according ^ ibbu 
haft forgiven this People from ^gypt tillhowl^ 
And the anfwer God makes to it, " tha^e 
*^forgiven'i according to thy ^ord,'' leaves lio 
rooofi to doubt any lohger of the truth of Art 
interpretation, which eftablifhes confiftency 
between the petftiofl &hd* its anfwer, the plea 
and the pardon. •'" * ^ ' *' 

. It is needlefs after all Ais to add, that Da- 
vid hath given the very lame fenfe of the 
words in the xxxivth Chapter of Exodus, in 
a paraphrafe of them in his ciiid Pfalm. But 
if I tranfcribe them they will ferve to clofe this 
Diflertation t " Hejhewed his ways unto Mofes^ 
•/ his npork unto the Children of IfraeL jfebovab 
^* isjull of compajjiony longfufferingy and of^ 
*^^ great' ^oodne/s 'y he will not always be chiding, ' 
^* neifh^' keepetb be his Anger for ever.' He 
^^'baih\not aeilt with us after our Sins-, hbr re^ ' 
^^wdrdea Us according to our Wtckednefs. Ted^ 
'^'li^ W'a' Father pitietb his, ownClbil^efi;' 
[^ even fo W Jebovab merciful unto wem that 

^^fear 
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^^fear bim^ The merciful goodnefs of Jebovab 
" enduretbfor ever and ever upon them that 
'^^^ fearhim^ and bis Hghteoujhefsupon Cbildrens 
^^Childrenr 
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KISSERTATION Vi 

■'■..■'■■■ 

upon Ezekiel, Chap, xviii. 

T^.HE Sandions of the religion of Na-^ 
* ' ture have fo materfel an influence 
upon the prefect' peace of Mankind, that it 
is ufeftjl to place ' them in every' point bf 
view, to maktf them fully tinderftdbd, and 
well. attended tp.. Confideratigns Wiiich may 
add'wekht to, and al/o pbiedions which may 
iyt im.aglried tbl^y agaihft tlje principles of the 
tvvo laft Diflertations, do th<fref6r6 require our 
hotice. u . . . . 

'' The mer^yfii^ift'J'to'a Genera- 

tions of them^ that love Qod^ and the vengeHnci 
ihregte72ed againjl fohr generations^ of them that 
%atehinr^ have been confidered by fome Writers 
ias ' beirtg a part fii a peculiar method, vvhich 
God 'obfervcQ 3ri his dealings with* 'the Chil- 
3ren of *Ifrae1 : and that even this pecoliarity 
of Prpvicience-rwas fuperfc4ed b^ God's de- 
claration 
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c|aration by bis Prophet Ezekiel'' to the mur<^ 
txmUfig Calves at Babylon. 

But it has already been feen» tHat ihd 
fciltttot of HKkorf Antient atid Modem $ 
ik%^ akriofl; uaivci^il crafeffioaiitf Autbocs^ 
W wKidi tasty 1)e iddcd, irtftatites ihim- 
nerable in the daily occurrences of the Woirld j 
j^fficie&tly |>ro(v« thUt tbisim^f^od ^fl'royi- 
dence hdth generally be6h the fame, and ftill 
c0iHiau^ fuch kteqngft all Natio^nsu 
^ To explain the declaration ^^ade by the 
inquth of i^Bekitl,- it will be neccftaiy to ruijl 
•fijirough a (hort detail of the rebellious of 
thi; IfraeUtfes, of God 6 warningSrand threaten- 
^Sj ftndofhisinnid^onS). in ^onibquencer (^ 
l^df trnmindialnefs and. obduntcy,; till t^e 
^afurq oif th?ir„ iniquities being filled «^ 
hJ?. prepared to' ^ive the finifliiBgJbj^d to 9. 
long courfe of diicipline, by a moft formidable 

f^KCcution p^yeq^oocj in thj5 d^s of jSedc- 
^ah King of J.udah, / 

NotwithftandJr^ the Jandqefe flicwn iqr 
God to their -forefathers, ;prcfe;Pvwg ^iicm 
i^om .de^ithin the time of famiae, jfet ,the 
Tribes of rfrael replied ag^inft hito ii figyplC 
ajjd iefve^ QtHer Gods* ,An4 it Is probable 

•tzetuSTJilk '*&tt.tt.7. Es^irilhat 

that 
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that for thifif reafort thcmfel Ves and -fheir Chii2 
dren were delivered into the pawtr of Tafk- 
Mafters, and that thej^t wl^h hat<id thiin, 
were Lords over 4iiefn. Y^t neverthelefeO)0fl 
£iTed:tb^in for hi$ Name Vfake^ c 

After this, when Mofes and Aaroh 'Werh 
fent unto them, they hcarlccncd hot*; artB 
when 'they had feen (he wonders of Gbd 
ih Egypt, they ijnderftood thetti not ; thdy re- 
membered not the mul&trdc of his MertiesT 
and they-'wferedifelbedient at the Red Sca^,. 
Wherefore -G6d brought them into the v/R- 
dcrnefe^ * .:.';•.-•. ;.: - .-.vi 

At the Waters ofMarah he made a Cove- 
nant Vrfh theni, that if they would btfef hiJ 
voice, he would be their God, and they fliould 
bcHs pfebple'. It probably' wa? xhe'fecdnd 
CDvenanf which he made wkh thi§" 'Genera- 
tion ; for it IS likely there Was ohl mka^ tb 
the- wry rarire cffefl iri'^^t, with Fffedfely 
the fame fundamental ftipulation io ^^ obey kis 
*1 P^oki ; and io'Bdire ho Str^mge Gcd :^ only 
tBefe^ Acr^'Statliteind Ordinance was pro* 
Skbly: <he^9^^^r'j ash is likely ztiMarak 
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fifid^ ^ay ,pf iibei lygisk to the i^^ . 

, f^^4^^y caf|»e^o 3i0di4 and agmjcove^ 
na^diMWth J^^vAh tP obex hU^.voiae.«u 
But ,wb^e Mo&s ,was uppo tbi: Mount t^^re^ 
f^v^.for tbeiQ Statutes which we^cgood, 
?nd; JuflgmentB -whereby th^ mtglbt ]ivc\ 
^^ brake their boly Covenant^ by felling 
4pwn before /their Idol. Wherefore God waa. 
^roth againft them to have defii^rJ thea^i, 
cevertbelefs be pilled thczDj and ipared tbor 
Soul from death, becaufe he ^remembered 
Abraham) and Ifaac, and Jacx)b •• 

From Sinai they matched for iward^ to take 
gpf&i&on of the Land of their inhftdl^uic^ » 
and what prevented their fuoqef^, bi^ a oew 
in^lance of id\at rebellious and uniubdoed 
teipper, which br^ forth upon eyery Qqc%: 

' iion wherein obedience to their Qod would 

» • • • . . . *- 

have^bqrn particulady ufeful to thqm^elver^ 
and exemplary to others ? 

After this rebellion^ and the fentence de^ 
noimeed in confequence^it, That th^ <h6uld 
wander forty Ye^ in the Wildernefs p s^od 

. . J . • .» , , r . > 

.it . J^ • . . •' I ^ -. . t. t . a . • 

' Esod. XT. i6« £zod« xvL y6» ^ Exod. six., ^%i 
*^Ezek* zz. xz« £zck. Zviii. 9. Nehemi. vu %$• 
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&id tintb^ thiir Childrckl ( whidi were . uflder 
twenty years of Age^}, ^* Walk ye'flot%^the 
♦^ ftatutcs of your Fathers, ti^hcr obferve &cir 
<* jttdgmems, hor defile* ydurfelves i*ith their 
^* Holy : i am JeKot^frjrour God ; walfcin toy 
** StatuMs, and keep niy JudgilncntSi knd'do 
^ them n'' Neverthelefs, the Children, although 
they haff fecfn the manlfeff vengeance of God 
uponliheir Fathers, and themfelves did;alfo 
wander in the Wfldemefs, and bare the evil 
cfonfcqdilicefe t>f their Fktihers whoredoms*, 
yet Were liehher warned by the Examplcf of 
dieir Fathers, nor' aWed by Aeir own fufFer- 
ing; Wt ftift' rebelled agamft God ^ Where- 
jfore'he lifted up his hand in the Wildierh^fe' 
to icatter them amongft the Heathen, ahtf 
tb i!!i|)er!fe them through the cddntrie^j^ arid*' 
he gave them Statutes that were riot ^tidET,' 
and Judgments whereby they ftiould ndl^Rve ^i 
Tftek days did he cohfiime ih vanity, itHff^eir 
years in trouble* ♦• '^ :-"." i l \ 

• ■ k' • /d . 

i7— 33. Pfal. Ixxxviii. 3^—41, E:6ck. xx* 18 — 21. 
" £zek. XX. 2g. * P^, cvi. ij. Numb, xxiv. 6. Pfal; 

x]pepjr|oiied by the Prophet at the ijth Vcifc of the xxth 

S 2 Chapter, 
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When thofe that efcaped thefc Judgments 
came into the Land/ they did not drive out the 
Nations, as the Lord commanded them 4 but 
were mingled amongft the Heathen, and 
leafned of their works y ; infomuch that tEey 
offered their Sons and theii* Daughters unto 

» ■ - « 

7 Pfalin cvi. 34, 55. JikI* i, a 1—27. * 
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Chapter, fhould be confounded with the Statutes and Judgments 
delivered at Mount Sinai, and fpoken of fo honoorably at the 
nth verfe, and alfo cap. xviii. 9. Hofca vui. i a* and N^»ix^ 
23. and elfewhere. The maaifeft oppofition of verfes ii aii4 zg 
IS fufficicnt to convince the moft inattentive. Bclide, God 
calls the Good Statutes, ver. 1 1 . his Statutes, ♦fl^pH ; whereas 
the others are called Statutes not good, CaOlri K / CS^pn : and 
this diftin^on feems intended to be more ilrongly marked by 
the change of Gender in the Noun ppfl' '^^^^ ^^^^ pH 
and C?£jl2^ areufed, with certain Adjedivcs, to figniiy 'things di-* 
reftly oppofite and contrary to the Will, the L.awsy' and .the 
Goodnefs of God, is evident from the 18th vtr. The4Mril 
Statu Ws and Judgments were therefore, as is moft probable, the 
fiery Serpents, the plagtie for the Affair of Baal i*eor, and- 
other infliftions of God*s haiid. Comp. I>cut« ttxiu 
15 — 27. Pfal. cvi,4i. ' ; , ... 

It is .a well known conftru£lion in the Prophets, that the • 
fame word is repeated in oppofition in the fame fentence, to 
mark the certainty and feverity of God*s Jmlgmcnts \ OlfwMch, 
among inilumerable examples^ " (ec ' Jer. 'xxtiv, i ^, ; i6j. | jf, 
Hofea iv% 6/ Jer. v. ig. In fhort, fuch a pointed method 
of exprelTion is fa often ufed, to make men pay a regard to 
thit exafl retaliation which God obferves in his Providence ^ 
to aiTiire them, thatwhatfoever they fow, that fhall they alfo 
icap, Cal. vi. 7. Job iv. 8. 

Devils. 
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Dipvil&w This, tprned to their decay y2n^ their 
:Enemie8 opprefled theai, and* • brought- tlicm 
iotoBubjeftion. ' . 

What rebellions' and crimes they fell into ; 
\)^hat oppreffions, captivities, and ather'plagues 
they £bfiered in confeqiaence, may be ieen at 
large in the later hiftorical Books of the Old 
TeftameM. The long-fuiFering of God, in 
correSting only where they defervfid extreme 
punijhment ; corredting in meafure and in judg- 
ment, not in anger % his repeated warnings, 
and deliverances, by his- Prophets-, his Judges, « 
and Kings, are all of them proofs of that 
watchful providence and fatherly, forbear- 
aTice -with which he fo emiaeculy. treated 
them V arid the conftant return they made to 
Idclahy' and every Abomination, fliews how 
lifttfe theydefervcd itv ' To fpeak to allthefe 
particularly,. wouMte'to write their Hiilory. 
-'It will be as well to proceed to' tKat dc- 
ftiiied hour'of calamity, when, their iniquities 
beiiig ripe; their ^vils allb like a breach fwel!- 
iqg Qut^ of an. high. Wall % were ready to 
bufft forth fuddenly.at an inftant ; when Je- 
hovah burning in anger^ prepared alfo to lift the 
N,ai;ioi;s round about them in the fieve of Va- 

■ I » . 

* Ifai. XXX. I ?* 

S 3 jiir) 



t'-TT » 



aea DIS&EiRTATtaNfiVK 

aity ^ J - when the ftaff i of Egypti was >toi Jjf 
koteiii .and the ;Lsiiid delbbte : ; fitfty; i^mitSi^ 
arid^^ people diem£ to be £;att|5Fet^f^09g 
the countries^; !wlieii Sidsa w«$ ,LlPi.:l)e 
aihamed, jud Tyre bp forgottisi) itv^ty 
yeardijiiiKfiien Mcu^ 0iould Jw^M^la^J^o'^^^ 
abuodamti^i''. ^^vdbca Gassa Jhou^ bfil f^^j^li^^ 
and Aikdom become a de(bb[(ioft ; 2^ ^^Tr 
dodijtlid Ekroa bcicfoot^d npi'aiid 4^p(i^f)|^ 
h^, a Aperp^ual defolatiori • 3 yi^Jtiftn \ tljp ^ip^ 
M^O out of Edom W^^ tp be deftraj;^(^gi^d 
understanding- Mfa . out of Mqwt^; E^q ' ^i 
^vhen the day of the Lord was near upon all 
the Heathen, and the lafl 4lay6 wer^.caine,' 
the Sad cataftrophe of the Nations % ; . wheb 
the . d^y. of .the p^ple of th^, J^jW^ 
proached^ and d^ Lord bad delc»&3fiicd> 
although Moies and Satiiuel flood !>c^itr' 
him * to intreat for thejpi, yet he. wopjd; ^cU^* 
ver fuch as were for death to death, and fuch 
as Were for the Swdrd to the Sword, and fuGh 

as j^ere for the famine tp the; fwnii^^, ai?,4; 

•■<■-■•'• - , . . ' , • ^ .'••'. . \ 

■ Ifai/.;ipxx, 22, * EzA* xiix. .12. * II^ xxiJJ, 

*.]V4alc^ ^ijd Samuel ari^ her? rae^tionftl tqg^thcr, becaufe 

they bodr; intepcfded for tji? people, ^ipd wit^ fncccfs. But 

when pur JLordWiis transfigured, MofeSr and ;^lia8 appeared - 

with him, whereof one had made interceffion with the Lord 

y#fJfi-apT, and the other lia'.l made imcrceifllon Viih the Lord 

agaiftft 
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fdch 'as JWcrc fpv Capiftrity to .Giptivjly?; ,j 
vidMMfitiftiduld h€f as with, the Bedple, (fi^tffa? 
l^e' Pyidft ' I aad the hnd ihooJd i^p liitdcljfe 
eijiptittl, and utterly fpoiM. , - • . : .xh 
\ Alttlou^ God permitjs wieked HadoiL^t 
t^r^Ve fonhe time > in profpcrity, vifiting tfam» 
wftfaforily fl(g)vt calamities and gentlktcxurmc*?: 
tiohs, yet the ftafitt nfrefi for each ]and ha& 
its period. There arc limes when Godl^fh/ 
as hirrtfelf ftiles it, ^ ^^ Gontroverfy^Mtb tb& 
*^ Nations^'' to giv* them that are Wicked' 
to the fw«dk*j no longer tempering his* 
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0gainft IfracI, and both upon Mount Horcb, The Cataftro- 
phe -of Jeitefkkni -was now 3][)pil6:K:hing ; and tht? appeafancie * 
of dtffe/Bwphets together might be defigiicd, *'["?*^'®fb^j 
tiijiags, to poiptoiit tl^Rt, tiifccrnmtnt or, dtfcrijn^naiim 
which Go4 was about to make between him whd'fj;rvcd 
him, and lilm who ferved Kim not. " ' * - - 

■ '»..>. . . ,; <:' .'I ."•»■'.?■ 

•To, point out. all xhoi^ Sfafitns, af Cant rove rjy which .,Qcpiir 
10 HiftorVj vvouljl remiire a Volume. But a few of the moll 
remarkable may be hinted at. The tlines wheii Jofilna" was'- 
the fcourgc .ojf Canaan ; Nineveh, of Ifra^J ; Babyiou. of 
Nine^veh, Jcrjufa^i^ Tyre^ai^t Egj'pt ; Cynis, ot* Sabyioii, 
sarilis, &c. ; Ale' andcr aiid his fuccclfbrs, ofatl A'iia, ami palt 
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of India: Rome and itsCxfars, ofhalf rhe Workl: tVeBaVbariana 
of the Nbrrii^J of the Roman Empite; the Saracens, of tRc Wcl- 
tern jEmpire ; the Turks, of the fame \ Oeno'ls Cawii, pri'^artarv , 
Pcriiai, and China ^ and Timur Bek, of Afia and' part of India ; 
tnd the Spi^njard-.oTS'juth America ; Thefe \\\yy Ln-e is a Spe- 
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Vcngctince widi the fwectncfs of bis Mercy, 
bbt' vtiiting the- ^kkedi every one ^ccoi!<3sng 
to his ways ,. Thefe Seafbm sure called in 
Scripture, the Year of Vifitation ; the Day of 
Vifitatkm ; the Hour of Vifitation ; the Day of 
th/e Lord ^ the. laft Days $ laft End. Often^, 
jfwe will atisend to it, we (ball fee. him* in 
Anger, burnhig like the refiners^fire :; andnin: 
thei&vents of his Providence^ cleanfing liko^the 
fullers Soap "" ; purging his floor ; gatfaenng 
bis wheat into bis Garner, but buraiog the 
Chaft' with unquenchaWe fire " j with' bis vin^ 

. 1 JEzek* xx9:ili. 20. " Mai. iii. »»Lukcii;.i7, Zcoh. 
xui.S, 9. Jci"» XV. 7. 

jclmen of the ufe inrhich God has tnaic of the Oxcat De« 
ftroyers of Mankind. 

When Kouli Cawn poured vengeance upon the Capital, of 
India, a generous Dcrvife boldly remonflrated to him : *' If 
•* thou art a God, a£l as a God. If thou art a Prophet, con- 
*' da<Et us in the way of Salvation. If thou art a King^ render 
*♦ thy people hapj y, and do not deftroy thcna*" 

To whom the Barbarian replied ; " I am not a God, to aft 
«« as a God, Nor a Prophet, to fliew the way to Salvation; 
** Nor a King, to render the people happy. ' But I am he 
*• whom God fends to the Nations which he has determined to 
" vifit with his wrath?" Hift. of the War of Coromandcl. 
Introd. Mr. ITan way's Travels. 

Sii»c;y then happy arc that People, from whom God reftrain- 
eth ** the Sound of the Trumpet, the alarm of War." Jer. 
i?. 19. 

didivc 



dtdiik arm^ftretchcA^frcr mafty N«liiomj' We 
ih&ll iee him diicrimincttiiiig betvfseefi xhb righ^- 
t€Ous and the wicked. ^ ' / " ' ^ - 

The feafon of jUdgmentapproachcd tffon' 
JudaSi and Jeruft]eM4br tlic 8hi8 af'Mftnaffleh) 
ai€^iS(»n dfHeEdckh^' 'Pro|)h<!tii^a4)d Me& 
iages^^ef.e mukiplitd s «ind a« tlM^e?ils>^ich 
wetp -coming ti^tffi the'' Pcopfe,if they ftitt 
ctoWSSued obdaratc,* Werft fb exeeffivc — ^fea^, 
and 'the Snare,"and tfie PitPjarid^aS the profit 
piifl even to the upright was fo gloomy, fo 
blackened with Calamities^ that ^V^^ly heait 
did * melt, all hands were feeble, and every 
fpifit faint q ; at oftce to give confolation ta 
the good, and encouragement to the Sinner 
that' repented, God promifed a mitigation of 
the impending Evils, and that thechofen few> 
wnofe heart turned away from iniquity, 
ihould have their Life given them foe a prey •■; - 
and although E'vil was determined upofi all ' 
Fleih, yet they fhould furely //W, (hould not- 
Jie^.- The prefence of the moft virtuous and''* 
faithful men fhould not, indeed, as* in foiHe- 
former rnftanccs, "deliver the v/icked from" 

®Jer. XV. 2 Kings xxi. 2j« P Ifai. xxlv, 17. ^Jer. 
xxxli. 16—25;. /. ^^^^' xviii. j€r% xxi.. 9^ — 39. Jei:. 
jcxxvi. 16. Jcr. xlv. 5, • Ezck, xviii, 

Death ; 
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Sauls by thsk ri^eoitfjRieft h^cts^htxa^ 

him/: t^S^na. v^ch. JQi29r^^t f^^hcxfqfi 
aii4 iionfidsKsed^ tad difl jilit the . liktj^ tf}dt(li«n 
men ^o rnriy^ a^way^fjKim. idilciF^^ 

times of univerlal c^imk^A-.^K ai^j^herfeifeftf 
the. Mmy £q ^o thp jyfe/of jfee SRftiX»%hif : 

^V fep tl^e immUf- of , hfts j^tjier ij.p<^ % ^ssl 

thcf^V fof .^e -JBiqHijy- of his ;^oa.".j,-„<ha(r;t 
Soul t|f|%t £qi^ i^hne (hovtld, >/iV\ , ,Tj^,r&:>/, 
peat^drjthc; u^(:onq,iferab|le obduraqir .o£>t2^ff^} 
hpvjif of, Jud^ cofl^pie^ the,pui5X)%,o^^Gfll^ .^ 
to ii|t.it| as bA bad alreac^ 'fifted t^ei^fejQf.,. 
Ift^ <>mong all . Nations 3. but in this fe^ty- ; 
of Jwftjce, , a, djfting^lhing Geo4jiqa,j^^U|, :, 
pfi?a:, t|pRj-npf the Jpaft, .grain fhqul/j fsjt^jfjHJX?'* ;: 
the^ ctarth with iha citjaff.torhe burned.^rr, h„„. . 

* Fzek* xiy. " Ezekt x^iiu Ezek. ix. 4, 6. * Ezek. 
xxxiii. paflim. 7 Amos ix. 9, Comp. Matt. x»^o. Luke . 
^jii. 7. iviatt, xxiv. 4U Lu^e xrli. 25. Ezck'^^ixxiV. '17.* 

' ' • •■- ; > • ■ .. 41 » 

But 
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. JRttl;^i«g.tb«ir life given, tbcm £tr 4 picyv. 
\viw il^^ CMifidatkiii to ^ oghteeus men: 
wha wtnc i&tOi captivity; for d^ir &daevs; fins^'/: 
foioQg as it c^aUi:bc.c<m&iend as t^ oxAy 
one^« Tliefefore proraiifd were made them« 
of^(fia|)f}OTQ^proiii^D0| aiui; even of adff»cc^> 
xmm ih' the- la^id nnfaeieio they were Cap^ 
thflt»i provided thty were ^ict in the iAtiA,i 
Mid^hu^t the peace themf, 4iid likewife ar 
reifomtkin to tbeir owi» lahd^ mthadifiis^ 
guiChed ele^icin of thti moft righteou^^ ft> - ^ ^ 
ji9k0O! hofnourable Services a4 

Tke C^amitiei? of War, Peftilence, and die/ 
Swofdi and'a feventy years Ctptirity, mig^* 
fecrii tdxrirt oiFaU Kbpeof the -Pitamife fimi> 
the houfe of Bavdd } they mi^ht &em to rcn-? 
der even that more generd one to Abra)iam5|: 
that* '^if« iHr St^ all tbefimilhs tifthe Bartbi- 
''Jbduy be bkffifd;' of "uncertain iffuej fof 
when" God had cz&. away Isiis ^oplei when, 
his; vengeance was partfct^ly fevete u(]itaat' 
thit'^Tflbe ahd' that Faniily, thraugh wfciHh/ 
thePiBmfe was to be derived » the faith «ven: 
of good men was likely to ^bp (feggcred* To^/ 
prevent fuch defpondency, the worft nielan- 

p/.ck. xxxiv* II— 17. Jcr. xijr. 

pholy 
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choly eflfedt of Misfbi!time» ' *'fo -mSky- nVola* 
lions were given ^ Ifaidi --ctf- dbe 'Cfiatainty 
of the comiBg of the- MciHEafe, ' rffet^ Branch of 
the Root of Jefle who fbociid gakher ;togo- 
ther the difpe^fed of JudNb' f^^lti^^e -fo«r> 
corners of the Earth -, ^and fudi'gl{>fitos things 
were promifed of the greatnefs^ and Ihe 6&n^ 
tinuance of his Kingdom. Nay^ even that the 
unbelief of the wicked might be without 
excufe, a Sign had been offered to Ahaz, fame 
years before, which, although it was r^e^ted 
by hioi, was given ; the remembrance of 
which remained a poj^erful confolation to all 
good men, who faw themfelv^ every where 
eocompafled by the evils which, were coming 
upon the wicked, .For the lake of the few 
righteous, fo many. Prophets were fent to. 
ipeakofthe peace djid comfort of Mefliah's 
reign i and almoft every denunciation of wrath 
was concluded with the mofl gracious pro- 
mifesof bleffingi through him,: andthis alone 
will fuUv account for that almoft inyadable. 
conjun(9ion of Gurfes and Blefiings in the 
very fame Meflages. 

This detail of God's declarations to bis 
people^ is witneffed by the events which fol- 
lowed them. The pogrefs of Cod's Angfcr 
was in exa<3: proportion to the increafe of 

wicked- 
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Mrlckedne& in th? peopl<t c^ Jeru^tm and 
the men of Judah. C^rre&ions canieiir^i 
and when tbiy vrauld no longer avail, defoU-- 
tions followed : but they followed flowJy ; 
ikit feverdd remedies were ftill the laft ; and 
not till they had failed, was Vengeance let 
loofewith all its terrors. 

In the days of Hezekiah, the Daughter of 
Zion was left as a Cottage in a Vineyard, as 
a lodge in a Garden of Cucumbers, as a be-^ 
fiegcdCityK But had the people been obe- 
dient to the words of Ifaiah, this evil had been 
the utmoft they would hture fufFefed c. - For 
the' Sins of his Son Manafleh, a general 
Captivity was determined <i. Seventy years 
was to be the term of it, until the Land had 
enjoyed the Sabbaths of which it had been 
defrauded e. During the reign of good 
Jofiah, this evil was fulpended. Jehohaaz 
fucceeding.to .the throne, ' was carried captive 
into Egypt, becaiife he did evil in the fight of 
the Lord. Jehoiakin was then raifed to the 
throne, and was permitted' to continue lipon it 
^or eleven years j till his iniquities bfeing ripe, 

* Ifaiah L 8. Ifftlah xxxvii- I4 1. « 2 Cbr*. xxlx. 
. ^-2 Kiings 3M^i;iKa{$, 2.7.,.. ^ AChv,.^x\u 21. Jer..xxv. 
9— 12. . Jer, xxT.i. 6, 7. j 

be 



IjgtokfSiUznd itttbe night «6«he l«bfl^^m pec^' 
pk were carried d*vay to Babyten, and hi*" 
P^Mtti^ for 'ever degraded from > the tbroiie ^» 
I£s'Se&^ Ceniah, 'ot^Jeoonlfk^ wiis fikewtte 
carcibe^i ivitk his MotiS», an4 trdiets tif tKtt ' 
|>eople, away to Batbylon. Herd th^ evils 
of War and Captivity might have been re- 
ftrained. The offers made to Zedekiiah 
were fidly fnffidentto haive rendered him 
fledfdl in his duty £, and in coniequence &- 
curc on his Throne. But the abominations 
he fell into, and the policy he purfued to 
heal the mifchiefs of his crimes, brought die 
Armies of the King of Babylon a third time 
againft Jerufalem. Yet e^en in this extremity, 
there was a mercy refer ved. 2edekiah might 
have faved his life^ and the ihes of his people^ 
and the city of Jerufalen J&om being burned^ 
if he would have hearkened unto the words 
of Jeremiah, and have delivered up himfelf 
and the City to Nebuchadnezzar^. Even to 
the laft, the way of life and the way of Death 
was fet before him and his People \ and the 

?'J4r.(ixii, psffim. «Jcr. xvii. 19— 26«, ^ Jer. 
xxxviii* 17* ^ Jer* xxi. 8, Jen xxxrin. i, 3. 

final 



final, aii4 ^tm^ «fi|aii£t^ itfaey fijfieted^-wai 
^ut the ;ieceir^ afid .joft coniequeace of 
their c)^q»te uabcfict^ aodobf^^ 
of the laft Mercy o&red them. 

This: is .fufficient to evidence, thftt Ac 
eighteenth Chapter of Ezdciel is norqpeal irf* 
the fan^on of |he Seoobd Commandment. . 
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Of the twp fundamental Laws of thi 
Reiigion of JNfature^ the La'ixi of 
the ScAbath^ and the Lfm. of 
Marriage, 

r 

' * I 

FR O M the reprefi^atipn alrfeady" given ' 
of die Religion of Nature *, it is ealy 
to di^nguifh thqfe laws which are originally 
parts of itj from llhe obligfitions which Reve- 
lation hath fupenndu(:ed. They are, evi- 
dpAtly, fuch as relate to our prefent fiate \ 
i^KJiuch concern us as Mt^tal Men, depending 
{^ prtfent fupj^rt as well as owing prejent «c- 
ifiewe to a Creator^ and as living in fociat 
tmlon with each other. Revdation, fb far 
from fuperfeding their authority, has adopted 
them as neceflary parts of its fyflem : and in 
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adopt- 
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idciptiog tbcto had B6t altered thtit inA and 
natural <S%iOal» b^ added force (o their ch* 
iieati0n»4 T^^wo which are the.&bjeft of 
^ pre£srit Diflcrtation do ^ princely de^ 
ferre ear nottd^^i betsaufi^ the objbrv^ofi of 
difliii ha& been |h9 b^ft preTcrv^ive pf . Moi>» 
Iky ami Pitty, afid the contempt d^.thdot 
doe prirlcipsd itilt^l of the cormpttdod-vwhiebr 
barte di^racddiafid difti^eflbd hupiiSfi Jciiid; 
- The firft haJ becA called a pofifivc Law # 
ks Moral Nature has heendifpnted^ mdftotm 
hence itr nniverfality; denied: aildi die b&ety 
fyom dae contmual pca^ke of Polygon/ by 
many trites throagh many Ages^ has been; 
k>oked u^n ^fo ts' peculiar tQ the .Moiaical^ 
apd tbt ehriftian Syftcms. But thfe de%« 
6f onii to; keep v^ mpuv ramds a *iUe ^ouf 
obUgatidns to God'^s our Creator ;'and of A© 
other^ tfy prefer w to* u« all ifee rdal^ intrmfi^t 
and iddi^d pQfljble Iftcflings of iocial unfen i 
plainly evidence that they belong to us as we 
are Men, ^t as Chraftians or Jews j sfe created 
Beings, not as redeemed ; as men of the Eartli 
at large, and not peculiarly as inhabitants ot 
Canaan, or as inbeHtdri 'mtt the' ^(^nts in 
ligbtK I 

«x. lit 

The 



• ..«.// 



i(ritfitttt4 How^'feon^ the de%i dbikifimul 
perractc3d| arid the ^feHaoni^ of itS'ififlgMtimi 

|)|nabilLiashocs» and f^me n]atioo6.o£Nfo()efffc 
Tavdkw^f* give m ireaibn to belkvcw ,t|i«4i 
tbfiitt^ was icarce a»7 Nftti<m which did aiot re^ 
talo ibow 0M\ixm and .imdkioiHr;^ S^njijKB^^ 
oCffe. And the f^tfcjir Hfar npeei^ of? HoiQfar^ 
I^^a4. and othfti^'f^} -^aqd the, :Goaimi»iH«a,«i 
tipo .iof Creation ca^puied to. bk.llQ^oymfA 
fiyr. %9^0a(ler4: ; ra^^^M I^g^I!M}S{defig|^|^ 
tt>rh»Vi^been veryaotiemly undccftge^*, , ^,.7) 

'-:^e leading cotioeption of' God?i& jthatoS 
CnatbTi Wherever this Idea i!iloft;#eiat«; 
nMi io^iwmder at th(^ ootions>i>f the:.<}teautfr 
oCMattei^^ an eternal Worlds a^;(^.Qod» 

^:f! •'.. '. ." ^' ': ■"• ' : ••".". "^cr. ihsid 

,»,iJ^otigftoJ:hefi, fee I)r^ Erjrct's Travelji ;||^^ii4^, ^^^ 

tvtfiio, Plpn» and Fbiloftatus^ «^ ,»ppesiled tp ))y liini, page 



« " • V 



., . / f hukbp Prxpw Evang. lib. ^iiU. "^ ' \ - 

Ferfar. See other Authorities in Kennicot^i Second Oifll ^ 
«udiodif Atttkbrs'ttieTC cited. , v^/^ 

made 



» - % ♦ 



ah^i^^ UcAttsy and. Polyii^dfiai; an^i^ 
araie (£(pra titt^'porrtiptioft 06 apritio^^foj) 
Repelatiob i "3^ doubde&- gtincd' groubdibji^ 
P»ttin^^9fi»iy itkenniiiids cof Mani.fitanr-A:«{ 

tftm;tii^atQ(iiperftitR>acntthd anxk»cu;'fi^^ 
A^aid '^(tatfVir itibffingv ^ fii^aialtc^al 

gence;' ' In ' ri^ tbey • wbe - aiSifted'^ by ^^ Jt^ 
Lbi^ ^iF^ft6aruire'w)il6h i!^ oifo^»mMe-iti^«^etifi 

God re-^^i the fuIF^ddeftr ncertlofi^ic^ 
bop'^ttltfes'^} h ttqohes a ini&d>> oddth-'' 
bBn-^«d^wItk Cafds, uhdebaudusd by ItsA^ 
UnGe4adHci.{we ; it reqaires a miad iufieirias 
to^ilid cUffi^Miion oi AmufenMit. The r£Abir 
bath was ordained for the very proof and 
t^d oJT.kfan's iiiij)rdveiheirt in realbn, pJfeQr* 
gratitude, / and morality j and doubtlefs'Wi^ 
ipon found inconfiflent with the faCbi^nablii 
blandifhments of Idolatrous worfbip> which 
alfe^d^f1btn their Ooils^^ 'atiid thtSi p\<A&ife$ 



T>^ / 



1 The obvioiu rdatUm of tlus- It^udop to 
.,4i<? C^neatioo of the Wojid in fix i^'s^ o(ed 
*^c^ tie ^l^d upon Vic h^s no evident 'is^Cr 
"---''- --"- -'—^'jiriafdieChriftianj WEdfaJcaJ^ 

8yft«i»*. XTodct way. fup?; 

of a-Rt^ioaibuDdtd i^n the; 

ppid 1)0 «0 uodoiibt^DQce^ty 
Kith^^Hdiigioapurc^ andca- 



Mwgif.'^ Itagti ofibofe intervals is not forced upotii k. 
i^e vaii^r&l YoiciMif TitdiSD«»JUi. Sadder, povti x«t- £»£ 
fj'K{>. Enuig- $0(i¥ Jtfo^^niSt at irell a^ionft Ai^^^'IUk* 
ipuSUKct thole iatcrr^s msch iQngei than a da^ ; |i^ve fup- 
poMthfrfirth to -have conrinued in one ftstb dtiriflg goe. 
jtHoi, wl- tkin to faure uadei^one a ceroktioB |^nd fa on 
U^* mfihtigdiv)^ to anodier ECTo^ud^, ' till at In^ It tcf^ 
Mn^Uited in Six. The gre^X-inmuif &^>ii,tar'<sMe>t%it>. 
kitodDiifotncthiiiglilcediis. To cxarBtoe ^^^ irefute j|r,,i| 
- mi w(^ *«r time : b is fyfficient,. dut it l^m- lb«^ nwin 
ye|h{Uof(^_MoIki<:alQiftoiy »wfiiatfifOM'**^_^^S^y^. 
V(o'r Intervals of time] GsJ maJe if'avta ani Earthy itud 

:'*tr^UJl^e^fit/tilfliJay,miJileJJiJil" ■' j,-,,-^,-;.. 

. , That ttclnftitutiop of liie 8maad>^,.forthe.CiitnmHn«af 
tionof Crtitioa. h.ad, noihing Jewlfli in it, ia certaJp. W^ . 

■ bjilipil «ft w» ord^ned tie Kraelitt* w a pecBlIar' •/ tbe& 
£.egi] ^conomj-. They were commanded togive "Veli t^ ' 
itdfy'iiHTv/ut* tai Cantei VecauDe diey. Aen&bw . Iiiil - 
tteii-. !ESflndfwf:n ID Egjrpt ; uid the da^. at ^r.Sabba^ 

" wM^ange) fivm the'dayofFMriarchalSabl^i; to&^anta 

< «BWi» 9»;<^*^ &o«p,the com^gian of the -^onr^jd^ .w?li«l| ' 

. tli^Huthcai piaftifed on th;^ d)/. 



^ AVotc beft, we are ^tb fiiitertak TOC^pr^- 
tial and irifkde^fikte ticA^ons of tbe goodnefi c£ 
Godi ifii)^ii Iiiftitutio5 of a Daj of Reft^ Maa^ 
ihe^ScFji^cdrb ancT Experiqice tdl Usf^ waihrm 
id faid^^ ^ The fame Ooi^ who ora^ . IsAxmr 
neceflary tx) die SubfifteiKC of Mankind^ 
snight hdf&e made conthiiial uHtetsktied tabo^r 
neccflSry. ' Biit hfr has fo'efidbfed fhe'l>a«ie 

aqd (iiccbnbmy of tiie Wofld^j ffcatV Iillc fits 
Manna in i^ Wikleffida^ he giveth m Six 
mys f^fffcieni «s Bpffy :iH df^ neebfficlM of 
5Wcn I leaving, to Men ttiat fev^h^1^^'^^6tt 

Tliey may pervert (^^»cida6 vpiirpiiftij 
dbeying ^e cali^''of ■ then- AntlKtiSni #icir 
Avavicc^ ■ fir taeur. pl«a4wes^ may tou^tbe 
imMh <h^ ilib^: = Cft' thiy fiwjr be fef <l«Hv 
apd. incap^fe of ^'^ §etietfflft- pfeiaibi^e df rc- 
JDisiag in. the JLocd^ as to acouuK ^jiafnkf^V* 
'0^ t «bil^ irtid £>evo^«» al kboto, Bot God 

Qcdtelv^lfeel, the joy of relaxation froni the 
W^GMy *aA c^fiB$w»imti^ the iS^rce. of 
Sftllferfffe&. ; - •* ' -o 

\^^mixmfjl; a, 6<?l: -which w3>t ]&ar jTjj^^ he . 
4iesred^ ^beM uponr ^ moft ' eiKa^ .^^^^i}i»r 
ttetts lOf th«' htimanf Sjpebfttsf, WcftwSiap^isft ateiry 
.ifc'here in proportion to the ot$fir S^?> niii^\$ 

T^ fourteen 



m 6^6% ^MA'ti^ifM] 



if^urlteMi to 'fifteen *»^ we* ;iniill .je^fi^ rAlVi 
jganur tf sl mattec of .^natjural injuflSc^, . Thi^ 
p.« f>F tic ft^ength:of natufaV'Ici^feiiHt'Orii 



urged to juftify d^epartufcs from tK^* '»&ipaQf 
of niarnagc^ is an evicTcncc that the; 'pt1s(9aci; 

;w»' VfJitMit, %arifl^by Fr«ieklin^ VoL !^ p. 15; Mc^nfeiqUiei^ 
;|^^crts %e contrary, but lii$ authorities aire ^krdty^^ berdicA 
tipoa { for die ia&iMe filfm j^altt^ftr^^^ c^^ mMiae»^» F^* 
Mlks irerr 1*35751 ^^^ M;»1«^ .only 182072^ thonuh 
yrobjiUy true, i| not.comduilve ; as in Capital CHesi''^ ^£^ 
i»ropom<>n lictvf een tbe Sexes ifiiy hap]^'£rpm cadb tlot da* 
turaL anil occafion a contrary difpraportion in the dii^rids de- 
pcn4Mt bn ' them 4 S^cK caoTi^ are obvious, efpetd^^/^litre 
Ttiypiiy k iflldwd,ibd'£utiabUfitt4sfttt,a^i^^ 
,;^4|ianr9h}efly:.i^^4einM%co^^ -• .... .., ^ ;^/.,t •. , 

. "'A^ 'to Biuitain a^d othec places^ ^MhStvay ^rpn h/^ 
'^ipubted\atleaft it ought to be proved by bdifpvi^b aulhtni^ 
Aki; befe)-e it-Is admittiiBd 9ii& rea(bn^ddpmi:*Niftbk4is4ft(LV#<i 
jfiett3i'R$|fMi8^Prpfef|br of Jl^atoijny, a^pen^ttf ^.fi^)^ 
^(t%l!ej(e of Phyficians at RocbeUe, in his treaxiie De My^bri^^ 
pohiiubi^ ailerts of all the Southern regions, ' tl£sitv thpf, (ui^ 
ieWeV Med ^in Women, evetiail the ^^potdonof 1 ft94 VM^ 
jth^o vemuresfoinePkyficalTe^nvtQf^iijI % xtf. ^/^Aipt; 
oQffiiri|^the£uE^can'any condufionbednnmin^v<w$^thBlaw^, 
itikitts of many Wives, whidi 'uriil not equity pioifBj.tixe Jio^ 
ctifMy of'aiiowing niany Hufixands'to oiie Wife iin?tii9'N^<«' 

tEtm"l^<^|;iohs,'\vHer^ Males kfVuadoubttid^ ift6>ft hympioifiv 
'[ftie^e'ii'e Tribes inNordi America^ in Aftka, '£lmaiyan4i 
Indoftaq, wh^h are (aid to allowof apiuhility of'HiB^kiiids^v. 
But we may yenture to diiJlMmeTe the accmints of the 
yaft difproportion betiveefi the ^iexesi uppn the Authority of \ 

1$ to ^duiit a difputable fa^ as real, from which concrunoni 
Alt0te drawn ii) behalf pf Religion. 



kfelf/ 1^ contrvy to the order of nature^ and 
t^l the jnmftice of it kfome where fevercly, 
ffiU., ;aDd complained of/ If Natural Inclina^, 
tiwi5,plc?ded*a yet. are riot the fineft feel- 
»9ff ^l)»ro»p minjlto-be regarded, when ^ 
we talk of its nature; ? iJ fmm num duettos,, 
fj^ctfti^fifflaturdi^ f/^i 4eieat ex ojitimd ^aue 
n(Um-a,-kl^ from: ..the, hefl:, e^amplp»'c^ our. 
Natiirej ind die beft propeafities.^ oC- KirJ^ 
Xlje pleading into Love in^yooth* . 

f»i ^m;§:. k npyei; ^^^^ ^eijeak^l^ 

- ♦ Tht iarwr jaf jWs -plea is : fe Jet ,^%i ^rong a light^^ ^^ 
th^t |>overty alwajcs pteyents tl^sooqsmoa people Jiiy^^lS^i* 

perhaps aidcty^nbmioitil hiH^rc;^, can witlLdiffipul^a^^^tlK^ 
\ii9Ly^enkWJkitV¥xi9mihmf;f^MJfd^^^^ wbat'tfaft,|kQ||^ 

^KfiiRttJ^l^aifit'^lRte^/^ «mr«Eia) practice. Thepoon^ryirt' 
MA^d«^Ttdidf.WiTniix^(b<^abandoaed Mon^oly of t^ir^ 
I&t4t|^«d i^>tilei^pwrel^4!^l^:lM to tbia ingift foal o^fiinui^^ 
I^:ikM/!siriiaQMi Cuftoii» i9]»»^£e hiuqaa. Nataxe^^and i9^0ft« 
RiioeflitMS Tiducli ave. atomiQablei In tbe comipt. Afiatic 
iGkwroraraenlt^ yre ai^Bot f^pnfal to .mtet with Slayeiy^! 
Py]d^airi(yj:r£«atMhifiii» .and thci Vice againft Natiicff^^. 'i?!^;' 
9lcAMiMi9f iPjfilygamy . tb4$. I^<^,of ithe Creatipn .iuu{e ^e%^ 
Ifi^viinft^:: Jbwv.-jvould it l^e detemuoedi if t^e other Se;i^ 

"'^-Irxaiiiihis t&tury, rt Vtfititi'<e3ieihpli¥? ^ O*0|5.o7 




tiff B^i s-^ S Bncmr^a Q BCTn 

tnie'^feffnetnent, ^ hi^ tsgen ^tf^x^npia^ 
any where tut in Spropc. .. It is true, th^t, 
ybutV^I ernotion is b^t ,a$ & fii^am ^ fjf^^jrt]^ 
gmatiott generally carries the fdeal^ jl|^5pf*f^ 
too'fv. Yetiiit, ^yfccn cujtiv«cd> prp^ 
f^fthc chief felidty^ of nratrimom^l ^ 

as it is a mean to irifiire cpnftai^cjf in^ep^Sft 
rta^e J lof which the Pgctipoke ytki^thc |^ft 
clfion'ofa Philofppher^.^^^ he pjgj^ijjcpp^ 
*# tl^rice h^H>y vvhi>ireferv^4^^ 
^^ ft w^fft abfurd to jpve.a %iG^f zf^y^ ^ 
die opliiion, ^ that Polywrny; ^i?i^^^^l^^^ 

1^^^ tiiettr l(hat tfacjr afe not meft' <if Aeir wa|, & jtvery^ 

pftke a *ho^, of what Tfx^ foiift. t^ ^.i^^.J^*,. 
ij^msr/ ^ tltf[%iarrltge Vow, «ecMcliiig ta tk^'ibm iii 
v^ -IS t0p fin& M^ ibiemn, why does sot tfae^ Wiik;^ s^'f 
]j^4^^tu^|dU^ fitUtkei^d: liciiliAiay^iiiell 

ne^^W^'^till tKU pDiat ft iliitkd, let thtfli cmMtr tb«r cvtiy 

deptansire from die jV'ow ttie^ hatj^ W^. f^'^^ .^S^ ^IB * ^ ' ^ ^ 
inflaeitc^ theii: word' and Memn eh|;agement has vppn them 

'^4 )j^ their yices, their pleafures with their Honour. • 



lertJWKiFtt Pfoyiaence, irj tneic ve^ in- 
ftahccs^ '6r l>y the .orderly couricofKaturc, 
we^'firid* thiis ' pn^tfertce Tor the ihaulgencc pr 
tuft'iptrc^ed b^ tlie' evf nt of ltr:.T?fer^ j| 
IbmcrtHrn?' reyjancabie iii "tbe j^te whico his 
jitfendeil tht prbgeoy pf ' Ekftcf h Kiiies, from 
the ^itpof^mbn afidi>riam ;t6 KV^^^ 
Aaes '} khd thi's" not ^eing wftlim whit 'we 
call 'thecourfe of nafurt, ahhoiigh ihvariabU^ 
poijit^'oui: the'jmrp^^fete nahd,pFCj^ FoV 
^e mutt 'necetfafiJy"regar(l'"the' Pblky of 
Ekftlirn Ty rant$^' oF 'llaym^ all the Sons of 
their AcBatfaer upon acCeffioa to his tJiadfem,! 
a^alignaV'inrtajiiM^ ppd*« . ychgeanc? fo?, 
bns^clipflm Ofi if yotf Willi thai* the 

iii(kici!fffatfti^n 6f CftUniltles'itt viikticai»)ii 

«. ^r 1 ••-'*.*'• '_ 'i . :•• - . .'* . "• ' •' . . f^ 

rXhe ii^ttftke of ^cAypcmy > h$,v hotisk 
hinted 4! : the' weaker fex has* felt. iC'za^ 






qiales whicKwqre not immured } tl)iqj(^ 
^#|fr ,vipe . ag?W^ ;^tvrq,i .^nd that haj;4l5». 
J^Sj^Qcpioabte d,iaioiipHr pf .mut^lation^f . ^ 




^ ;>^ ."/«r ^<^4fihi'. f^M^^^ifi^i 

c«^,n^ Uefled with ^ Ugbt of Ae Goipel, aoilt^M ^fr^n 
national fplendor is a bleffing, with Glory, .Fofti(ude, iU^ 

i^a loi&mfriibii ? •'; '•••3 '.••'• -^ • '-'"'^ • "'*' ^'«- ' ^-I'lv,- 

34*. j^'t,^ i( ^ . .v.-)~Q ' J i::^ -ijir* rs'r riDirl-." 

'^ The Romans did not allow of Polygatpj^f, i|or wen ^ 
fren DiYorces coxunon^aiiiQiigft theqi, till tbe later ye^^ ' 
thk lle^uUTic. We find Mutlbtttoiir viikiiDwa iifafidigft nS^ni 

^tcn I^ygany^has t>revuled| tlus pnKce has been inofBy? ^ 
f^"(iii!^ia\Atrt Polygamy (as ikil'pxtVa!^^ * ^^' " ' ^' ^-' 



|i6rs^nHi iiiva^ injiitlico <i^m^ thfe j)tiA^ 
of ilfti^ ei^ery dopqtierolri and) Ih^tdfe^ liy;i 
rain rHAuie \ ihe faireif^t- h^ getiei'filii^ "^^ 
ferwd the; Blttpreft caJamhicsi of Hi$«floii^ 
h^ce aiipfe C<?ncijbinagei i^(h its fpfefTjntfcSi 
Sl'atit^,' •'•■•■•■■■ 'i '■" '- ■!;'•■ '.:••! -^ '.-;;.,-! 

' It' hWcii- happens, tliat M^h take tlj^^iMfefrt 
to T!s^C6tii§im th6 t** of the Rdi^ b# 
Natui-^;' biit" 'their' AT-giimBnts- prbtcedf ujwa 

Aeir oW igrtoraiK^^ r«il^ * l^fti* aM^H^ni 
Haed vW df the Syftwrf. ': The vs:h(Jte kiB 
he ixziirimtd, y^^n^m wi&iXxvij^n liitcta&i 
itotutioti'of ^e*M6Wt-erthc 'Natnral Wdfld^) 

iieiteit' jktr Wffclbmi '<d^ 'f^^d^iuie 'ib :-afib' 
fn'^e'' te^Ks of'Mardage pa/ticul^y, <.i^ 
Cbhftitutron ^"s, not tt^"pr6ducethe greirfdl 
nunibe^'^f Tntelleaual Befflgg, bat to-fitoi. 

portion: tl^ Dumber p^pducKKi jto .tb$ '.fffif^ 
of mdiiMdniltag <uxll eduoitii^ tbenuv i xibit 
pro6ort|ah isiuhdpribtedlyexslflf in every ptW 
ticular } and whoever a<%s agsunft fkp i^wji 
which are ordamed to preierve it, breaks the 

taws of 0^e^;- '' "r "'''■• "■' '-'■■''^ ':;' , 
' ApAongft Ihe: Natioos srhich allowrljolyin 



« 

taA'^'iiijnntara.* *' But WhtC htemc-W'm 

^anfec tb ■behumc'roirs ? Afe rtcft tK€ lOfhig^ 

kcta fold to furhidi thi Haraffi%-bf ike 'Ndi 

l>let>: and ereii thb/Sons, flft^'i>tey MtdHf* 

-honoured, lent thither likewife to isVjfeliii 
tapAtiif moet di%r3(ccftfl, and o^entuk^ in 

Ittisrtbeif i^KHfcf' a^indoned ? That v^hen § 

muL \ij bt» Qwn Luftis ha& bFought upon 

TaiiaiCM a badbea he can no UfngofGi^^^xti 

Be isatU^iedlitd h«E« iMoailitiQthp.Liiftsiii 

0nor9!io isuBva nm' vnhw k*. v .t*. :;:,' . jn 

dbie vihoUifviet'flWd:} ftir thenffofif . f ^4V.i&« 
«iNtiiflP<|!r^ opp^Htn^^ ^ .<« 

^pkft^j), ^,it .» pagr ^to forcfe^ wM adyaj^j 
lag^^thc chil4re^ will ikrive from Education, 
^^|Hgp • intfafe&s do ib itvidebtl^ jap*^ l^otherl y 

^dion 





' The prsaiei of TfiimiB^df ^ 4i^ <9!ti6iiib(fa» 
Po^jrgamy; wkb< lidi9e<ilialie^^ na&a^mlrf'ii^ 
tndMblM'IbiirecttalB anAr^o^-^emiy/Uie^; 



» ^ * 



TaaVdid thaedvi??, by a1%ai^S9hfifflte«fe^ 
of I^ii^ VlivorciQg wa( mrenteS ; addl^'^hAl' 
aj^M^ Very cxtraordiiMuyr lr^Reaait«$ tidiilti* 

docility perhapjC afi^' ritdi^ cxplaiw^-j; 
yidt idaubtloS wUr 9&^\i of die ooiinou^SSkHgi 
WiMi' the khowii wlUW«b^, v»h^ ftftft'Sei;* 

•-.■ ; . • ■ . ''.\ i- -.1 ,i,> -i*.} i'^.;t 

• ^ 

* ' ^ Sec Delan/ iipoi Polyrany, 

••• "* * f» « - - • 

What^ 



^id^i^ces Hrett alDotwied by him n^eriififtD]^* 
Ii6»t«tions; and- oivf: Lord afliifcsu^ •wttM'' 

LrWe.lKiyc retk(bn.telhi0ltGodl^ tbati&^tbdi'. 

t^ <kiQ(»t diidordeii|r: limits of theRsligbq} 
cicHtitttci : -bot wfitmuft not reft eikitbis en^ ' 
coeaikiaii -AOd» lay 6aDq)ipriiba-wi& dnr fbolr') 
cuftoms !o£ odier .pQ£^n&«8,;feok.t(i'>jufti^' 
onrioiMRn^aKnmitiBS.. Itisiiutpp^ferifMi ^t: 
lipeittiGfas <»^u6l .is a&jlittif coufntcnitoocd ^by^ ^ 
ihsihnm.oi aarCoaotr|F4tiib3r:th^]»ebe()ts'd^' 
«uf /ilfcl%ion, and that ik6 ■ hxrc ^IBn^ifiedi 
oo ^Qgalj^boaunatioBSk 

* If the plea of banrennefs be Urged In &Ypur of Pohr* , , 
gkny u puticular i^fiance% may there not be alfo other pleat 
vrgi^'Witt a» much itafi>h i' ^ik ttia/ ndt the ftifpttti^'tif »' ^ 
L^2^n.^(||r.^mergen97 tea^ i|ic|i.to fsped the faii^e^grwe bk/ * 
ethers of e^ual neceflity, till at length the Law it^|fj^gp^a 
iKComeVoid? Topreyentthis ^tII^ howcaxeiiiiisa wifelie- ^ 
giflature not to extend the liberty of Divoreement beydh'j }ltk 
jjift linut prefcribed by our Saviour. A General Law for th» 
good cif the whole, it is likely, will become inconvenient to' 
fome few particulars: it is the ea^e of all Laws, but an ob* 
jeAion to no one^. mid ob^ience to thefe Laws in fuch cafes it 
an evidence of Virtue and Conftancy, and will meet with a 
&fGcitnt recompehce hexea&r. 

To 



boaDdia the world through I^l^witfoia^jn^i 
^utmipvi fst men (hduidcito teoAnd&i'^^iJiiaii 
will cf iGod in cl&is 'matter, that every ^drtcr^' 
reqoiifed to islbfkin ftom Formcatbiu ^ Th^^ 
fhould be reminded^ that &e prindpai^flifiio^' 
nours Urbach have (£%rac6d ow tMiiaiy mid 
the prmdpal cakmioes ^hich have diftiedlld 
it, hAftt*iQM?tog from th^^ fruitful Ibilroi i^ 
Evih . Thfijr fhQuld%be.£Bminded, diat; tem^i 
poral evib, :BCoording tpthe 9an£tioas '!c£i${^^ 
ture-s Lasr, wdl alifmyi, i^nd maft^tead ik 
Tbidy (hould be reminded, ?diat 4dia& 'i9«faom^^^ 
men "af o.iicmAd to prote&iartd ^bpport^ art^* 
tviiea fodnced, raofl:.Hobdoxious to thei&^la^^ 
ntitksu .iTfacy ifaqbld berenunded, thfit faovv^^ 
ever the cuftoms of the \^rld may appear (to^^ 
countenance the Vices of it, yet whatever 
Will not beat the teft of feafon, the' Icrutiny 
.oCconicicnce^ or ftand clear of the. %in(^-. 
tiye -^ wrath' of God, is what nor Virtue, n«^ 
Prudence, ' nor Nature, will allow U5 to I 

commit, ^ ,./ ,. n .tcr.v < 
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